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Doctors 

tear 

Louise’s 

defence 

apart 


Medical science will 
one day show 
conclusively that 
Matthew Eappen was 
the victim of an old 
head injury says Louise 
Woodward. Rubbish, 
reply a group of more 
than 40 doctors. David 
Usbome listened to the 
latest controversy in 
the Boston nanny case. 


A group of 50 paediatricians 
specialising in child abuse came 
forward yesterday to denounce 
the core scientific claims pre- 
sented by Louise Woodward’s 
defence lawyers in her murder 
trial last month as “courtroom 
diagnosis, not medical diagno- 
sis”. 

The bluntly-worded state- 
ment. sent in the form of a let- 
ter to US media organisations 
came hours after Woodward de- 
clared in a statement that the 
“science underlying the case” 
would one day vindicate her. 

During the trial, Barry 
Scheck, one of Woodward’s 
lawyers, brought a parade of 
seemingly eminently qualified 
doctors to the stand to back up 
his contention that Matthew 
Happen suffered a head injury 
and clot up to three weeks be- 
fore 4 February and that some 
kind of mild shock caused a re- 
bleeding of the dot on that day. 

In the letter yesterday, the 
doctors blasted that claim. “The 
hypothesis put forward by the 
defence that minor trauma 
caused a ‘re-bleed’ of an earli- 
er head injury can best be char- 
acterized as inaccurate, contrary 
to vast clinical experience, and 
unsupported by any published 
literature," it said. 

The letter, signed by doctors 
in Boston, Chicago, Maine, and 
47 others from the United 
States, Canada and Australia, 
said: “The re-bleed theory in in- 
fants is a courtroom diagnosis, 
not a medical diagnosis, and the 
jury properly rejected it. Infants 
simply do not suffer massive 
head injury, show no significant 
symptoms for days, then sud- 
denly collapse and die.” 

Dr Robert Reece, a director 
at the Massachusetts Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Children, was one of those who 

authored the letter. “We felt the 
evidence introduced was erro- 
neous and was being accepted 
by the court as fact, when it 
isn'L” Speaking of the reaction 
among paediatricians to the 
evidence he added; “There is 
major revulsion about this.” 

Woodward, whose fortunes 
were so d rama tically reversed on 
Monday when Judge Hiller Zo- 
bel cut her conviction in the 
innin g of Matthew Eappen to 
one of manslaughter and freed 
her with time served, last night 
left the Boston airport hotel 
where she has been staying 
since her release. 

She boarded a feny m 
Boston harbour, apparently on 
her way to a “safe" bouse which 
has been arranged so that she 
can escape the enormous media 
attention, while lawyers grapple 
vitft the complicated appeals 
process 


Branson to Blair: keep your 
promises or you lose my backing 



Second thoughts: Tony Blair and Richard Branson (right), who now feels ‘let down’ by Labour over tobacco sponsorship Photograph: David Rose 


Virgin boss Richard Branson 
said yesterday he would have 
to review his role as an advis- 
er to the Government if it 
failed to honour its election 
pledge to ban tobacco adver- 
tising and end the involve- 
ment of tobacco companies in 
sports sponsorship. 

Mr Branson who had been 
advising the Government on al- 
ternative forms of sports spon- 
soring told The Independent 
that the ban must include For- 


mula One. He said he felt let 
down by the decision to exempt 
Formula One. headed by 
Bernie Ecclestone who donat- 
ed £lm to the Labour Party be- 
fore the general election. “The 
whole thing is very sad,” Mr 
Branson said. 

Mr Branson said he would 
be contacting Totry Blair's of- 
fice “to urge that they stick by 
their election promise 1 have 
always said that cigarette ad- 
vertising should be banned. 


And I have always said that 
sponsorship by tobacco com- 
panies is immoral.” ' 

Even though Mr Branson 
gave support to some of Mar- 
garet Thatcher's projects, he 
has become increasingly in- 
den tified with the Prime Min- 
ister’s drive to modernise 
Britain. If there were to be a 
parting of the ways between the 
two men over tobacco adver- 
tising, it would a serious em- 
barrassment to Mr Blair. 


Mr Branson said: “Motor 
taring is a glamorous sport. 
Cigarette companies love to at- 
tach their wares to it." But the 
cigarette sponsorship of all 
sport had to be stopped. If 
there had to be a phase-out pe- 
riod for Formula One then it 
should be “as short a time as 
possible. 

Virgin had been advising the 
Government on ways of finding 
alternative sponsoring in sport 
to the tobacco industry. “I had 


hoped we could come up with 
ways of replacing the cigarette 
companies. T am willing to 
continue to be involved but we 
must know that the tobacco in- 
dustry’s involvement with 
Grand Prix will be limited.” 

Speaking in Brussels, Mr 
Branson denied be had made 
donations to political parties. 
“Not a penny. I have never giv- 
en money to anybody." 

— Katherine Butler 
BA protest, page 16 


A decent way of funding our 


politics: Labour reveals its plan 


The Prime Minister 
yesterday called on Sr 
Patrick Neill QC, new 
head of the official 
sleaze committee, to 
crack down on all party 
funding and spending. 
Out Political Editor, 
reports the 
Government's salvage 
attempt after the 
Formula One debSde. 


Cabinet colleagues of Tbny 
Blair are privately dismayed by 

the way in whidh be handled the . 

donation of £lm from Bernie 
Ecclestone, the head of Fbr- 
nrola One - a donation which 
fc to be returned because of the 
government derision to ex- 
empt the motor raring from a 
n on tobacco sponsorship- 
jbe brutal message was 
pungently put in Commons 
questions yesterday, when 
Martin BeH who replaced Neil 


Hamilton on an anti-sleaze 
ticket in the May election, told 
Tbny Blair “The perception of 
wrong-doing can be as dam- 
aging to public confidence as 
the wrong-doing itself.” 

Mr Bell, a former television 
reporter, then asked the kzUer 
question: “Have we slain one 
dragon -only to have another 
take its place, with a [New 
Labour] red rose in its mouth?” 

In prolonged exchanges 
about die affair, Mr Blair told 
the Commons that Mr Eccle- 
stone’s donation had no bear- 
ing on the government 
decision; that Labour had act- 
ed swiftly to ensure propriety, 
not only by seeking Sir Patrick's 
advice, but by agreeing to re- 
turn the money as he suggest- 
ed; and that Sir Patrick was to 
be asked to open a full-scale, 
nine-month investigation into 
party funding— something the 
Tbries bad always rejected. 

For the Conservative op- 
position,- Mr Hague attacked 
the Government derision to 
discriminate between Formu- 


la One and other sports, he 
spoke of turmoil and chaos and 
added: “I’m not accusing the 
Labour Party of being paid to 
break their promises - they 
break them for free all the time. 

“Isn't this wbat happens 


BY 

ANTHONY 

BEVINS 


when a party seeks office with- 
out a principle, value or belief 
to its name?" 

Bat senior Labour sources 
immediately pounced on the 
fact the Tory leader had riot 
mentioned Mr Ecclestone’s 
£lm - because the Conserva- 
tive had received £10m and a 
£Am loan from the same man, 
who is reputed to earn £54m a 
year. 

A Government source par- 


tially confirmed yesterday's In- 
dependent report that Mr Ec- 
clestone’s name was not on any 
honours recommendation put 
to No 10 by John Major, so it 
could not have been struck off 
by Mr Blair, as some senior 
Tories had suggested. 

The Independent was also 
told yesterday that Lord Ham- 
bro, the banker who has also 
been a Tbry treasurer, attend- 
ed a Chequers lunch with Mr 
Major and Mr Ecclestone be- 
fore the election. It is known 
that Mr Hague put Mr Eccle- 
stone up for a knighthood. 

Labour is clearly expecting 
that the Neill Inquiry will force 
disclosure of some of the Con- 
servatives' age-old funding se- 
crets. But the Prime Minister’s 
prime aim. as he said three 
times in the Commons yester- 
day, is to get Sir Patrick to come 
forward with a package that will 
impose “a level playing field” 
on all parties, in terms of fund- 
ing and spending. 

Mr Blair told the House: “I 
can confirm today that we are 


asking Sir Patrick to look now 
into the whole area of party 
funding: whether donors 
should be disclosed; whether 
the size of donations should be 
disclosed; whether there should 
be a limit on individual dona- 
tions, whether there should be 
a limit on overall spending; 
whether there should be dif- 
ferent arrangements altogeth- 
er, such as increased state 
funding. 

“This is a long overdue in- 
vestigation. It is one that we 
urged in opposition when the 
Conservatives refused to have 
it. So Sir Patrick win be able to 
make his recommendations 
and then we will all be playing 
on a level playing field.” 

Earlier Mr Blair gave a 
complete run-down of the de- 
rision-making process on the 
Formula One exemption, and 
there was general nsistence last 
night, from Whitehall and For- 
mula One, that exemption was 
not asked for in the meeting be- 
tween Mr Ecclestone and Mr 
Blair on 16 October. 


TODAY'S NEWS 


The end of the Med? 

'holiday, resorts visited ay rniulons , , - 

today But if forecasts of famine. 

'epidemics could devastate vast areas. Page 


To hell, says Murdoch 

Rupert Murdoch yesterday vowed there would be ho let 
up in the newspaper price war which he started four 
years ago. He hit out at critics during BSkyB’s annual ener- 
al meeting, saying there was “no way" he would call 'a 
truce. “No one else wants to call a truce, they Insult me 
every .day. so they can go to hell,” he said Page 24 


A gamble too far 

Gamble while you drink lotteries with up to 12 draws an 
hour and a jackpot of £100,000 will be launched in 2,000 
pubs, bars and cafes across Britain this month. But the 
government is poised to announce legislation to ban them 
because it is worried that a mix of gambling and alcohol is 
too potent. Page3 
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gross CAR. 


Apply post haste 


Our Bonus Postal Account gives you a 
return of between 7.20% gross CAR. for a 
minimum balance of £2,000 and up to 7.70% 
gross CAR. for balances over £100,000. 

And, if you need access to your money 
immediately, you can get at it by post, without 
delay. To open an account, simply call Abbey 
National Direct, quoting reference A505Y. 


Savings 


0800 174 635 


M121 


Because life's complicated enough. 


Uiw are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm amt Saturday Pam to 1pm. To assist US in 
improving our service, we may record or monitor telephone calk. You may be able io 
register wtihus to receive Interest gross; otherwise it will be paid net of income tax at 
me prescribed rale. Rates may vary, the minimum Investment b £2.000. 7.70% gross 
CA.t and 7.20% gross CJUt. include a bonus ol 2% gross CA_R_. This bonus is based 
on me mtolmmn tofcmce tor that quarter and ft payable each quarter that the balance 
does no ' ,a " below U.000. The compounded Annual Rate (caj.) 

B the equivalent annual rate that would be paid if Interest, which is paid quarterly 

tradHurik* J° !5i a “ ,Un1, Abbey Na,,onaI and the Umbrella Couple synvLl are 
trademarks of Abbey National pic. Abbey House, Baker street. London NWi «i 
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COLUMN ONE 

Moulin Rouge strikers 
kick up a storm 


The cancan has become, temporarily, the can'tcan'L A week after the 
ending of the lorry drivers' strike, the French disease has spread to the 
Moulin Rouge, the Rrisujght^ub beloved of Tbuloase-Lautrec and coach- 
parties of pensioners from Bognor. 

Nineteen technicians are on strike - and have been fired — in a dis- 
pute over bonuses. Performances continue, after a fashion. In fact, they 
are, arguably, more startling than ever. 

During one show, the management spitefully lifted the -back-drop dur- 
ing the “grand spectacle" of the Doriss Girls. In the midst of the nafc-^H 
buttocks and boobs, the striking technicians were shamelessly exposed, 
wiring in on the rear of the stage in their blue overalls. A member of the ’ 

management then strode onto the 

l stage with a microphone and gave 
I a short speech to the bemused au- 
I dience, in French and in English, ex- 
coriating the strikers. 

The technicians’ union roundly 
condemned this humiliation of its 
members yesterday as an “act of bru- 
tality*. Patrick Perrier, secretary 
general of the national onion of 
i theatre technicians, said that his men 
| were “beyond aqger" that they had 
been made to appear involuntari- 
ly (albeit fully dressed) in the show. 
“It is a question of dignity ami hu- 
man respect,* he said. 

The theatre management, with 
the help of a few non-striking tech- 
nicians, is putting on two perfor- 
mances a night, at a minimum of £75 a head. Many of the elaborate light 
effects and scene changes for which the Moulin Rouge is famous have 
been cancelled or reduced. The tank of live crocodiles, introduced to 
spice up the act recently, is still appearing, however. 

So are the one hundred Doriss Girls. Union officials say the dancers 
are sympathetic to the strikers' cause but they are all on short-term con- 
tracts and cannot afford to anno; their bosses. Much the same applies 
to the crocodiles. 

The Moulin Rouge (red windmill), on the Boulevard de Gichy in the 
now seedy PigalJe area of Baris, remains a popular spot. Its great days — 
chronicled by the painter Toulouse-Lautrec and ornamented by le p6- 
tomane, the man who could fart in tune - are long gone. Few Parisians 
would dream of going there any more: the capital has far more exotic 
and extreme spectacles to offer. But the Moulin keeps turning with the 
support of foreign tourists and nostalgic visitors from provincial France. 

— John Lichfield 


PEOPLE 


UPDATE 




HEALTH 

Radiation risk to genes may worsen 

Genetic damage caused ly radiation may grow worse with each new gai- 

eration, new research has shown. 


‘Exceptional’ judge goes to jail for .drink-driving 


Judge Angus Macarthur, who took early retirement 
three days ago, was last night starting a prison sen- 
tence after admitting his third drink-driving offence 
in 12 years. 

The former county court judge was jailed for 28 
days. He was described in Peterborough magistrates’ 
court as a “broken man" upon whom the loneliness 
and stress of being a judge had taken its toll. 

Mr John Henson, defending, said his client, who 
was regarded as a fair judge with an '‘exceptional’* 
judicial mind, had suffered vilification in the press 
and was regarded with disdain by some members 
of the public as a result of his drink-driving offence. 

Passing sentence, stipendiary magistrate Ronald 
Bartle said: “There is so more painful task than for 
one member of the jndiciaiy to pass sentence on an- 
other. But I have to bear in mind that the law must 
be even-handed. Those of us who administer law to 
others have a special responsibility to obey the law 
ourselves.” 


Macarthur, 55, of Stamford, Lincolnshire, who 
sat mainly at Peterborough County Court, dose to 
yesterday’s hearing, was also fined £2,000, ordered 
to pay £100 costs and disqualified from driving for 
JOyears. He is believed to be only the second judge 
to be imprisoned in Britain. 

The Lord Chancellor’s department said 
Macarthur was suffering from alcohol dependence 
and depression and his medical condition was such 
that he was no longer able to discharge his judicial 
duties. 

The court had been told that Macarthur, who was 
divorced and lived alone, had twice the legal limit 
of alcohol in his blood when he was involved in a 
minor car accident in Peterborough a month ago. 
Macartfauris first drink-driving offence bad been corn- 
milted in 1985, and the second in 1993, when he was 
fined £3,000 and disqualified from driving for two 
years. 

— Michael Streeter, Legal Affairs Correspondent 






Govemment research scientists have backed the Prince of "Wales's dams 
about the benefits of organic terming. Prince Charles, who has dong cham- 
pioned traditional, non -chemical farming methods, turned his Home Farm 
over to the Government’s three research councils for investigation. The 
organic system has been used at the farm, which borders the Prince’s home 
at Highgrove, Gloucestershire, for 11 years. The results of the study re- 
vealed clear economic and environmental benefits, according to Richard 
Ay Lard, an environmental adviser, and former private secretary to the Prince. 


Gardener finds cold comfort in employer’s will 


Correction 

The Bush Theatre has asked us to point out that, while its ‘Arts for Ev- 
eryone" lottery application was indeed turned down, its core grant has 
not been cut, as was suggested yesterday in our article on the venue’s 
25th anniversary. 
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from the fax machine keypad using on-hook dialling or polling mode. Press the start key when 
asked and then replace the handset if you are using one. 
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Lottery rival 
faces ban 
as MPs voice 
addiction 
fears 
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G amble- while-you-drink 
lotteries with up to 12 
draws an hour and a 
jackpot of £ 100,000 will 

he launched in 2,000 
pubs, bars and cafes 
across Britain this 
month. The Government 
is poised to announce 
legislation to ban them, 
but is its decision 
justified? Fran Abrams asks 
why ministers believe 
that this is a punt too 
far. 


To its opponents, it is a social 
evil which will create a lethal 
mixture of alcohol drinking and 
addictive gambling. To its sup- 
porters. it is a charitable en- 
terprise which will cause less 
harm than fruit machines or 
scratch cards. But one thing is 
certain: rapid-draw lotto is com- 
ing to a bar near you. 

Inter Lotto, the company 
which is running the new game 
in conjunction with charities 
such as Mencap and the Cystic 
Fibrosis Trust, is fighting a rear- 
guard action against ministers 
who have privately signalled 
their intention to ban the game. 
But even if the firm fails, the 
venture will run for at least six 
months while a new law is 
passed to stop it. 

The organisers plan to build 
up to 10,000 outlets with an es- 
timated annual turnover of 
£500m, of which the charities 
will ‘receive £100ra plus any 
unclaimed prizes. 

This week, more than 40 
Labour MPs backed a Com- 
mons motion calling for a ban 
on the game, which already ex- 
ists in the US, Australia and 
Canada. It was drawn up by 
Claire 'Ward, the MP for Wat- 
ford, who believes Pronto! will 
be a step too far. 

The game will bring drink- 
ing and gambling for hig h stakes 
into dose proximity, she says, 
and will also hand over too small 
a proportion of its profits to 


charity. The national lottery 
gives 28 pence in the pound to 
good causes. 

“I'm not anti-gambling. 1 
never have been and never will 
be. But sometimes you have to 
draw the line and way we have 
got all these things, do we want 
to take another step forward? 
I don't think we really do,** she 
said. 

Inter Lotto is chaired by 
Lord Mancroft, a Tory peer. He 
described the Government's 
proposed ban as "ridiculous, 
farcical and childish". 

“I don’t know what the Gov- 
ernment’s motivation is. It's 
like trying to comment on a 
blancmange which 1 can’t get my 
hands on. Every time I have 
heard from them or spoken to 
them they have come up with 
something different," he said. 

A proposed consultation 
had turned into a mere “seek- 
ing of views" and Lhen into a 
straightforward ban, he said. It 
was unfair for the Government 
to talk of banning Pronto! when 
pubs already had 150,000 slot 
machines. The new game would 
be run as a social activity like 
bingo, he said. 

Dr Mark Griffiths of Not- 
tingham Trent University, who 
chairs Gamcare, set up with the 
gaming industry to fight addic- 
tion, has written a report for In- 
ter Lotto on the game. 

He said he would not call for 
a ban but had some concerns. 
For example, lotteries in pubs 
on very poor estates could in- 
duce people to gamble excessive 
sums in the hope of solving then- 
problems. Longer periods be- 
tween draws during the daytime 
would put off loners likely to 
gamble through compulsion 
rather than as a social activity, 
and keeping the sites in li- 
censed premises would cut 
down the number of children 
who had access. 

“There will be a small mi- 
nority of people who have prob- 
lems. Effectively you can play 
this game 12 times an hour, but 
with a fruit machine you can 
play 12 times a minute,” he 
said. 



Sea change: Flooding in Venice last year provided a premonition of what could happen to the city by 2100 if sea levels rise at their present rates 

Could global warming sink your holiday plans? 


Climate change could 
ruin the appeal of 
Mediterranean resorts 
visited by British holiday 
makers, Greenpeace 
warns today. But if 
forecasts of famine, 
flood and drought come 
true, a decline in 
tourism could be the 
least of the problems, 
says Nicholas Schooa, 
Environment 
Correspondent 


Shrinking beaches, water and 
food shortages could all be- 
come the norm around the 
Mediterranean, according to a 
Greenpeace report. 

Commissioned from a free- 
lance consultant, it has been 
timed for the run up to the Ky- 
oto Climate Summit in Japan 
next month when nations will 
negotiate on what they must do 
to reduce climate change. 

Tb try to beef it up for an . 
audience of northern Euro- 
peans, whose governments arc 
in the lead in advocating the 
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toughest action to address the 
threat, Greenpeace is empha- 
sising the threat to tourism. 

More than 100 million peo- 
ple visit the sea’s extensive, sun- 
ny coastline each year, and this 
had been projected to rise to 
as much as 340 million by 
2025. “Now this — is under 
threat as the possible impacts 
of dimale change are more ful- 
ly realised," says Greenpeace. 
All the more reason to redooe 
the world's rising consumption 


of fossil fuels, emissions from 
which are changing the beat 
balance of the atmosphere. 

The report is based on es- 
timates for sea level and tem- 
perature rises in the next 
century made by the UN's In- 
tergovernmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change, which brings 
together most of the leading 
climatologists from around the 
world. But Greenpeace has 
chosen to emphasise its worst- 
case scenarios for 2100. 


Temperatures are expected 
to rise by up to 4C over many 
inland areas. Annual rainfall is 
projected to fall by 10-40 per 
cent over much of Africa and 
south-eastern Spain with 
smaller but potentially signif- 
icant changes elsewhere. 

As oceans expand and glac- 
iers melt in a warmer world, sea 
levels could rise by almost one 
metre by the end of the nest 
century. Vfenjce, the Nile Delta 
and Thessaloniki in Greece 


could witness sea level rises 50 
per cent higher, because they 
are already subsiding- 

In Egypt it is estimated 
that a sea level rise of only 0.5 
metres would displace 16 per 
cent of the population if the 
coastline and riverbanks of 
the Nile Delta were not de- 
fended agains t the rising sea. 
Much of the population lives 
on tire low-lying delta. Beach 
resorts could lose much of 
their sand. 

Deserts may spread north- 
wards and water resources will 
come under strain. Already 
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, 
Morocco and Syria have only 
about 1,000 cubic metres a year 
or less of water per person - a 
UN marker for water scarcity. 

Yields of grant and other 
crops could suffer because of 
droughts. Livestock production 
will also suffer because of de- 
terioration of grazing land. 
One study predicts large parts 
of Spain, southern Italy and 
Greece could become unsuit- 
able for cereal growing. 

\\fartner conditions are like- 
ly to increase cases of malar- 
ia. schistosomiasis, yellow fever 
and dengue fever. 
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U K faces action 
over failure to 
police abattoirs 


Hygiene and health controls in 
British slaughterhouses and cold 
stores are not being 
implemented, the European 
Commission said yesterday. The 
Government now faces 
prosecution in the European 
Court for failing to appoint 
enough vets to police abattoirs 
against BSE and other infections 
writes Katherine Butler. 


Britain was named as one of three coun- 
tries now facing referral to the European 
Court for failure to do enough to combat 
BSE and protect human health. The latest 
accusations by Brussels come as a blow to 
the Labour government and Jack Cun- 
ningham. the Minister of Agriculture, who 
had claimed credit for transforming the at- 
mosphere since the days when Britain was 
waging war with Brussels over BSE. 

“Mr riinningham is making all the right 
noises but they are still not respecting the 
rules.” said a senior official. The failure 
holds serious consequences for the spread 
of BSE and the illegal export trade in 
banned British beef, the source added 
At issue in this row is a European CJnioa 
law dating from the early 1960s which stip- 
ulates that veterinary officers must be pre- 
sent in abattoirs to oversee the conditions 
of slaughter and meat preparation. EU in- 
spections have repeatedly exposed the 


absence of the required numbers of vets in 
British abattoirs and cold stores. > 

The CommisskMi initiated proceeding 
against the Government early in Septem- 
ber with a written warning about the in- 
spection gaps. But a reply pleading staff ' 
shortages has cut little ice with the fam , 
Commissioner, Franz Fisdbtex. Offitaalssay 
that Mr Fiscfaler is all the metre dSsa^iiSnted ^ 

because British minister have gone fo such 
lengths to claim they are co-operating fol- 
ly with the fight against BSE and the bat- 
tle against the illegal exports trade., 

CommissiotL experts said the absence of 
adequate numbers of government vets 
posted to slaughterhouses in Britain held 
serious implications for the food rhafn 
Checks are supposed to be carried out be- 
fore and after slaughter to make stffe that 
carcasses are free of faecal material which 
if unchecked can cause K coti infection. 

The other worry is that the absence of 
vets means slaughterhouses could be flout- 
ing the strict national and EU rules on the 
removal of spinal and other nervous tissue 
from cattle which may be harbouring BSE. 

“This inadequate supervision dries not 
merely have consequences for the respect 
of the general public and animal health mat- 
ters covered by EU legislation, but also for 
the particular problem of enforcement of 
EU legislation concerning BSE,” said a 
statement from Mr Fischiers office. 

Eleven countries received warnings about 
gaps in their health controls but only the 
UK, France and Spain failed to satisfy the 
Commission that they are being addressed. 



Work injuries not 
being investigated 


Figures withheld by the Health 

and Safety Executive show that 

- i . j.. J Mwv'irmfl Ot 


major injuries in the workplace 


In 1994, inspectors investi- 
gated more than 15 per cent ot 
such incidents, but by last year 
the proportion had dropped to 
just 4 per cent, according to fig- 
ures supplied to the Institute o 
Employment Rights and con- 
firmed as accurate by the ex- 




ecutive. • 

Only six out oflOO blindings 

at work were targeted last year 
compared with eight out of 23 
in in 1994. The comparable 
figures for amputations were 
297 out of 1158 (25 per cent) 
compared with 502 out of 1031 
(48 per cent) and for poisoning 
and asphyxiation 53 out of 359 
(15 percent) compared with 155 
out of 276 (56 per cent). 

Launching the annual report 
of the executive yesterday Jen- 
ny Bacon, director-general, said 
her organisation had decided to 
target its activities more effec- 
tively on activities which pre- 
sented the greatest risk- More 

time was also being spent on im- 
proving the management of 
health and safety, she said 
Civil service union IPMS 


ing from the state inevitably af- 
fected the work of inspectors. 

Reporting a surge-in fatali- 
ties at work, MrDavieswenton 
the offensive about the penal- 
ties suffered by companies for 
putting people at risk. They 
were “ridiculously kw” , he said. 

Mr Davies said the com- 
mission was urging the Go^. 

eminent to ensure t haio onrts 
tnnire foil use of existing pun- 

ishmentsand, that in the kmgpr 

term, sentences are increased. 
“When we prosecute it is be- 
cause individuals or compa- 
res have flouted criminal law 
and endangered life and limb," 
said Mr Davies. 

One construction company, 
which was refurbishing flats, 
was fined £345 with £50 costs af- 
ter sending a new recruit to the 

second floor where he fell to hfe 

death over an unprotected edge. 
A paper sacks manufacturer 
was fined £450 after an. em- 
ployee’s hand was crushed in a 


Showing their cards: Croupiers protest yesterday outside a meeting of their employers in 
Pall Mall, London, over high levels of smoking by gamblers Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


however said the executive was 
guilty of under-investment and 
mis placed priorities and Frank 
Davies, c hairman of the Health 
and Safety Commission, which 
directs the work of the execu- 
tive, conceded that lower fond- 




Health and Safety Executive. 

Mr Davies confirmed that 
there had been a considerable 
rise in workplace fatalities from 
258 to 302, mainly in construc- 
tion and agriculture with most 
of the rise among the self-em- 
ployed. Subcontracted workers 
suffered twice the fatality rate 
of their employed colleagues, 
according to Mr Davies. 

— Barrie dement 
Labour Editor 


Former radio DJ on pornography charge 


Biggs allowed to stay in Brazil Judges snub Howard on asylum for adulterer 


Chris Denning, a former Radio 
1 DJ, wasyesterday charged by 
Czech police investigating an in- 
ternational child pornography 
ring. 

Mr Denning, a member of 
the original line-up when Radio 
1 was launched in 1967, was ar- 
rested in Prague yesterday, with 
three Frenchmen and an Amer- 
ican. said a source. 

The American was arrested 
early yesterday when be was 


found with a group of five 
young boys, the Czech Interior 
Ministry said, adding that the 
other four men were arrested in 
the afternoon in central Prague. 

In London, a Foreign Office 
spokesman said: “The Foreign 
Office confirms the arrest of a 
56-year-old British man in 
Prague on II November. 

The Czech police have told 
. the British Embassy that he has 
been charged with sexual abuse 


of young children, but “no date 
has yet been set for a hearing”. 

Czech Interior Ministry 
spokesman Jan Subert said the 
paedophile ring was closely 
connected with similar groups 
in Britain, the United States, the 
Netherlands, France and Ger- 
many. 

• The five men were alleged- 
ly producing child pornography, 
which was distributed through 
the Internet, be said. 


Ronnie Biggs will be allowed to stay in Brazil after all it was 
ruled last night, A spokesman for the Home Office confirmed 
that its request to extradite Big’s was turned down by the Brazil- 
ian Supreme Court and added that it was “veiy disappoint- 
ed” by the ruling. 

He was sentenced to 30 years in prison for his part in the 
Great Tram Robbery in 1963 but escaped from Wandsworth 
Prison in 1965, using a rope ladder to get over the walL 
He fled to Rio de Janeiro in 1970 via Australia. 

- Britain requested the return of 68-year-old Biggs front Brazil 
in October, two months after an extradition treaty was finally 
agreed between the two countries. w 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 


An Ir anian who says he faces a 
fl ogging for committing adultery, 
or even death at the bands of an 
outraged husband, if he returned 
home, had his hopes of obtain- 
ing refUge in Britain raised by the 
Court of Appeal yesterday. 

A special adjudicator de- 
cided that Jafar Danaei, 29, was 
“an inveterate lecher" and ac- 
cepted his account of nights 
spent with a married woman, 
whom he had heard was sub- 


sequently stoned to death. 

Mr Danaei ’s asylum applica- 
tion was turned down in March 
last year after the then Home 
Secretary, Michael Howard, dis- 
agreed with the adjudicator, call- 
ing the story “a complete 
fabrication”. But yesterday, in a 
far-reaching judgment defending 
the independent role of adjudi- 
cators, three judges held that Mr 
Howard had acted unreasonably. 

Lord Justice Brown, sitting 
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with Lord Justice Ward and 
Lord Justice Judge, said Mr 
Danaefs application for excep- 
tional leave should be reconsid- 
ered by the Home Secretary, feck 
Straw, warningagainst the dan- 
gers of “decision-making by ex- 
ecutive or administrative diktat”. 

The judges refused Home 
Office lawyers permission to 
take the case to the House of 
Lords; but tjiejr can still petition 
the Law Lords direct 


to 
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How Oxford exploited civil service to win bigger share of grant cash 

nv*>..i ■ i-s . . i ■■ Mr — t - 1 i 1 ' Hl11 H WMM'fl' 


Oxford University was last night 
accused by a former college 
principal of *a form of corruption* 
In defending the extra funds 
colleges receive for fees. 

Judith Judd, Education Editor, 
reports on the admission by Sir 
Christopher Ball, negotiator with 
the Government over college fees 
in the Eighties, that he exploited 
civil servants’ feebleness to 
ensure that the colleges 
benefited. 


As peers debated whether Oxbridge 
should keep the extra £35m in fees which 
it receives to fund tuition and libraries in 
individual colleges, Oxford attacked Sir 
Christopher who was warden (principal) 
of Keble College. 

The allegation of corruption in the set- 
ting of college fees was “gratuitous", the 
university said 

Sir Christopher said in a statement that 
the colleges began lo receive fees from the 
Government 30 years ago. At the end of 
the Seventies, the two universities agreed 
that increases in fees should be con- 
trolled. 

“The agreement proved beneficial to 
Oxbridge since the Department of Edu- 
cation was a feeble negotiator and for some 
time allowed Oxbridge fees to increase at 
a rate faster than inflation,” his statement 
said. 

“Although 1 understand that the 
negotiations have been tougher since I end- 
ed my stint as chairman of the Oxford fees 




Sir Christopher Ball (above), who 
claims that he exploited the 
feebleness of civil servants to ensure 
that Oxford and Cambridge colleges 
benefited when he negotiated over 
college fees in the Eighties 

Main photograph: 

Brian Harris 


committee in 1988, there is little doubt that 
the Oxbridge colleges have gained enor- 
mous financial benefit as a result of the 
public funding of what until then had been 
private fees." 

Oxford argues that the colleges need 
fees to preserve the tutorial system. But 
Sir Christopher, who is now chairman of 


the National Campaign for Learning, 
said that slow learners, not very bright 
Oxbridge undergraduates, needed tutori- 
als. 

Colleges could cope with the gradual 
ending of fees by using the wealth of the 
college endowments and the university's 
fund-raising strength. 


“I have come to believe that it is bad 
for these two universities to be defending 
the indefensible; it is a form of corruption 
and I am one of those who stand in the 
dock." Sir Christopher said. 

*-\Ve did not intend wrong, but our own 
ability, coupled with the feebleness of those 
whose business it was to defend the pub- 


lic interest have led to an embarrassing 
anomaly .” 

The university said: “Any talk of cor- 
ruption in the process of settling college 
fees is dearly gratuitous. Were the college 
fee income to be removed, this would cause 
severe damage to the collegiate universi- 
ty - not least to Keble College, which has 


a relatively low endowment and current- 
ly receives some £1 .6m in annual fee with 
an overall income just over £4m.” 

The vice-chancellors of Oxford and 
Cambridge had seen Dr Kim Howells, the 
education minister, on Tuesday “in a 
serious and cordial atmosphere and were 
“confident therefore of a fair hearing". 


Unions furious over 
'bash and dash’ 
advice to teachers 


Teacher unions 
yesterday condemned 
advice given by one 
union to its members to 
'bash and dash* if they 
are attacked by a parent 
or pupil. Judith Judd , 
Education Editor, looks 
at the argument that 
fighting back against 
violence might be 
dangerous and could 
make matters worse. 


of Head Tfeachers, said: “The 
ATL has given advice which 
could put teachers in a poten- 
tially difficult situation. 

“Tfeachers who follow that 
advice could be in a difficult 
position in the eyes of the Jaw 
and could find themselves 
being prosecuted.” 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National 
Association of Schoolmasters 


Advice sent out with the Asso- 
ciation of Tfeachers and Lec- 
turers' (ATL) magazine 
suggests that teachers should 
aim for the knee, solar plexus, 
elbow or little finger. 

Tfeachers, it says, should first 
try to run away or shout and 

scream to deter the attacker, but 
“if afl else fails, fight back - aim 

to "bash and dash’. Use only 
enough force to defend your- 
self.” 

The advice, the union says, 
is based on suggestions made by 
organisations such as the Suzy 
Lam plugh Thist. 

A spokeswoman for the 
National Union of Teachers 
said: “lb hit back can inflame 
the situation further and would 
be inappropriate with puprls 
and, with adults, it could lad 
to greater danger. It is far bet- 
ter to remove yourself- 

‘‘TTiis is not advice that we 
would give. It is very difficult to 
make a rational decision in the 
heat of the momenL” 

David Hart, general secre- 
tary of the National Association 
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Adviser: The ATL magazine 

Union of Women Teachers, 
said: “Bash and dash is rather 
rash. It could sometimes excite 
more violence and is very dan- 
gerous. 

“If you are being confront- 
ed by a gang, to think that you 
can bash and dash out of that 
situation will make things 
worse. 

“Each situation must be 
judged on its own merits. Teach- 
ers must think very carefully 
before offering a return of wo- 
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situation worse.” 

But a spokesman for me 


Blunkett 

extra for 
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David Blunkett, the Secretary 
of State for Edneanon, said 

£20m will come 
from employers who mfoturc 

wffi have to pay 50 raffia 
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announces £83 m 
FE colleges 


student has dropped by 28 per 

cent in the past five years. The 

colleges’ deficit has grown 
from £6m to £112m since 
1993- The Prime Minister said 
at this year’s party confer- 
ence that 500,000 new places 

would be created in further 

and higher education m the 

next five years. Most of these 

are expected to be in colleges 

of farther education. 

Yesterday’s announcement 

aims to fund 80,000 more stu- 
dents next year and to rase the 
colleges’ financial plight- Mr 
Bhmkett told the Association 
of (jeeps’ conference m Har- 
rogate: “Further education «s 


central to meeting the skills of 
business and commerce and 
improving employability.” 

Derek Betts, senior official 
at the National Association for 
Rnther and Higher Education, 
said: “It is a small deposit 

rather than the payment in full 
which is needed by colleges if 

thev are to avoid the cash cri- 
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The Association of Um- 
versity Tfeachers said that the 
Government should use the 
same approach for higher ed- 
ucation and take money from 
employers to fund universities. 

— Judith Judd 


ATL said: “This advice has 
been prepared as a result of 
demands from our members. 

They are increasingly being left 

alone and vulnerable in teach- 
ing areas. 

“We have taken advice from 
organisations such as the Suzy 
Lamplugh to try and help them 
defuse the situation and then 
fight back if all else fails.” 

The advice says that teach- 
ers should first try to run away 
to a busier part of the school, 
or shout and scream and set off 
their personal alarms. 

Only if they fail to divert the 
attacker in these ways, should 
they fight back and then they 
should use only enough force to 
defend themselves. 

The spokesman emphasised 
that the recommendations were 
designed to deal with intruders, 
not pupils and were directed at 
teachers who worked alone, 
for example, in temporary 
buildings at some distance from 
the main school. 

Attacks on teachers are 
increasing. A recent survey 
commissioned by the Depart- 
ment for Education showed 
-that teachers at one in five 
schools had been kicked or 
punched. At one in ten schools 
pupils were found to have 
brought weapons to school. 

The main threat came from 
pupils, but attacks by intruders 
and by parents who were angry 
about the way their child had 
been treated were also aprob- 
Lem. 

Last year, a teacher won 
damages of £82^00 after being 
attacked and permanently dis- 
abled by a 10-year-old boy. 
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Will the by-election be the salvation of Twyford Primary. 


Candidates in nextweekft 
Winchester by-election are 
jumping on the schools bandwagon 
as the battle for votes heats upu 

Fran Abrams, Political - 
Correspondent, says the argument 
runs across the educational 
spectrum — from the world-famous 
Winchester College to a 
crumbling primary down the road. 




The haves and the hswe 

nets: Winchester Cortege 

(main picture) 

sharp contrast with the . 
crumbling Twyford PrL 

^Oeft^wf^reH^nP- 

shire has for the last .sx 

years tried to get govern- 
ment grants to replace 

the classrooms • 

Photographs: David Rose 


In the dasatXOT erf year six at Twyford Pri- 
tnary, Mr Honcnir is having trouble. mak- 
ing eye contact with his pupils. This has 
less to do with his skill as a teacher fhan 
with the six large posts that are stopping 
the roof folfiqg down. 

Since last December, only four of the 
29 pupils in this temporary classroom — 
bought secondhand 27 years ago - have 
been able to see the blackboard proper- 
ty- There is no running water and across 
the playground another temporary block 
- 40 years old - is quietly subsiding into 
the garden next door. Between the two, 
the toilets are a morass of rooting wood 
and rising damp. 

This is the styth year running that 
Hampshire has bid for government funds 
to replace the classrooms. But this year 
there is a difference. This year there is a 
by-election. 

Political points, have been batted back 
and forth between the candidates. The lib- 
eral Democrats ran Hampshire for four 
years until May, say the Tbries; they 
should have given the school a higher pri- 


ority. The Tbries were running the coun- 
try, say the Liberal Democrats. 

Both Mark Oaten, the Liberal Demo- 
crat who was declared Winchester MP in 
May only to have the decision overturned 
by the High Court, and Gerry Malone, the 
Tbry who held the seat from 1992 have 
been to the schooL Mr Oaten has excelled 
though, by personalty phoning and writ- 
ing to parents; he prides himself on being 
a local issues man. 

But the two ™ain runners in this race 
have not confined themselves to the hith- 
erto unknown Tfayford school - both 
have also been to talk to sixth formers at 
Winchester College, one of the country s 
top public schools. There are not many 
votes in this of course - most pupils are 


boarders who live elsewhere even if they 
are 18 - but there are issues of concern. 
For example, the schools owns a piece 

of laiid on wlricfa it would like to baOd hous- 
es, and the whereabouts of these houses 
has become an election issue here. 

Leaking roofs and toilet blocks are not 
a problem, though. The school brochure 
boasts “outstanding” sports facilities, a 
theatre and a separate arts schooL 
James Sabben-Oare, the headmaster, 
says local schools have the chance to share 
some of these - which means that gov- 
ernment plans to increase links between 
state and private sectors are likely to make 
lithe difference here. 

Ttoyford pupils have used the swimming 
pool in the past, and now use another in 


an independent school nearer bbiw.™* 
none of this, of course, wiU rebuild its dass- 
zootos or toilets. David Blunkett, the Se* 
retaiy of State for Education, must look 
elsewhere for that sort of help. 

At Twyford, the clerk to the governors, 
Nefl King, is not too concerned about 
where the money comes from so long as 
it comes soon. The inspectors who come 
every two months say Mr Honour’s dass- 
room will not be viable after next July. 

Both Mr Oaten and Mr MaJone have 
promised to make it a priority. 

“Whoever gets in, thats going to be my 
□ext phone call," Mr King says. 

n _ ahAIlt ft 
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“What are you going to do about it 
now?” 
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Labour takes ethical 
arms policy to EU 



The Government will 
today try to convert 
European partners to its 
ethical foreign and amts 
trading policies. 

Kim Sengupta examines 
radical and controversial 
proposals being put 
forward to exercise 
International control on 
the weapons of death. 


HOUR 


SPECTACULAR 

Millions of pounds off thousands 
of things throughout our stores 


Ton y Blair’s government is 
convinced that ethical arms 
trading is not an unrealistic 
and altruistic concept. And 
Britain will be using its 
presidency of the European 
Union to attempt pushing 
through the most for-reaching 
controls ever attempted on the 
arms trade. 

Tbday Tbny Lloyd, the min- 
ister of state at the Foreign 
Office, will unfurl a raft of 
measures in Stockholm for con- 
certed EU action to stop the 
aiming of repressive totalitarian 
regimes, and to curb illicit trad- 
ing by private arms dealers. 

Speaking at a seminar of the 
influential security pressure 
group Saferwodd, Mr LJpyd w31 
present a series of key policy 
proposals. 

The fundamental plank 


would be an EU Code of Con- 
duct under which member 
states would be banned from 
“quietly undercutting” another 
which has refused to suppty an 
export licence. Thus unsavoury 
customers would not be able to 
play off one supplier against the 
other. When Robin Cook, the 
Foreign Secretary, warned In- 
donesian leaders he would cut 
off aims supplies unless they im- 
proved their human rights 
record, their foreign minister. 
All Atlas, said other arms deal- 
ing countries were already 
“knocking at our door”. 

Making the code legally 
binding is deemed to be unre- 
alistic, but it is intended as a 
Council Declaration, breaches 
of whivh would result in serious 
political consequences. 

The second priority would be 
to persuade the rest of the EU 
to adopt Britain’s ban on in- 
struments of torture such as 
electric shock devices and ieg 
irons and shackles. It is believed 
unofficial soundings at govern- 
ment level indicate most mem- 
ber states will be in favour of 
this. The British government 
hopes this will pave the way for 
an eventual global ban on such 
equipment. 

The EU would also be urged 
to crack down on illicit arms 
trafficking. This was discussed 
during the preceding Dutch 


presidency, but London is de- 
termined that this should be car- 
ried through once it takes the 
chair. Over 50 per cent of the 
traffic in light weaponry is be- 
lieved to be fllidtty traded.The 
Foreign Office has agreed to 
fund a seminar on the subject 
in Southern Africa. 

Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, and Sweden are all sig- 
nificant arms exporters. Mr 
Lloyd will say the Government 
does not “believe that the 
arms trade as a whole is im- 
moral, Article 51 of the .UN 
Charter makes it dear that 
countries have a right to act in 
self defence". But he will add 
that the world has seen IS mil- 
lion lives lost in wars and oth- 
er civil conflicts since 1945, and 
that by 1988 some 200,000 chil- 
dren under the age of 16 were 
estimated to have participated 
in conflict. 

Mr Lloyd will add : “The 
days when British ministers ar- 
rived at meetings in Brussels 
dressed in bullet-proof jackets 
are over. The Government sees 
Europe as an opportunity not 
a threat ... it has a particularly 
important role to play in the 
area of arms exports. 

“Taken together, these var- 
ious elements [the arms control 
proposals] add to an ambitious 
agenda _ I am convinced the ef- 
fort will be worth if*. 
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Energy Saving 
Light Bulbs 

Pack of Four only £29.95 
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PLUS 10% off ALL cosmetics. 


These energy-efficient bulbs wfll cut your 
costs by approximately 80% without any loss ri 
comfort or safety by using Just 20% of the 
electricity of a normal fight bulb. An 11 -watt 
‘energy saved for example, gives the equivalent 
of a normal 60-watt bulb, a 15-watt equals 
75 watts and a 20-watt is the same as a 
conventional 100 -watt. 

FUJIy guaranteed for a whole year under normal 
use, you start to save money Just as soon as you 
replace one of your normal fBament buJbs. 

Simply replace and watch your meter alow down! 

Ow bayonet-fitting energy saver bulbs are 
avritabta fo packs of four of the same wattage 
for only £29.95 - that’s Just £7.48 each tehring 
datively. 
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Europhile 
Tories stay 
away from 
treaty vote 


Sir Edward Heath, the 
former prime minister, 
last night abstained from 
voting on a Government 
Bill to ratify the 
Amsterdam Treaty, in 
defiance of a three-line 
whip imposed on 
pro-European Tory MPs 
by William Hague. Colin 
Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, reports 
that a party for John 
Major helped to give him 
cover. 


The “big three" - Sir Edward 
Heath, Michael Heseltine, and 
Kenneth Clarke, were ail absent 
from the chamber yesterday at 
the start of the Commons de- 
bate on the bill to ratify the 
Amsterdam Treaty. 

Mr Qarke was campaigning 
in the Winchester by-election. 
Sir Edward, who later ab- 
stained, had a pressing diary of 
engagements which avoided 
the former prime minis ter 
openly clashing with the leader 
of the Tory Party, William 
Hague, in the chamber over the 
opposition three-line whip to 
vote against the Treaty. 

As the Bill began its second 
reading, Sir Edward was at his 
London home, contemplating 
his memoirs. At 6pm, he at- 
tended a presentation to John 
Major by the 1922 Committee 
of a silver salver and two glass 
decanters to mark his period of 
office. 

As the voting was due to take 
place. Sir Edward was attend- 
ing-the launch at the Spanish 
Embassy in London of a cham- 
ber ensemble from the Euro- 
pean youth orchestra, which he 
helped to create. 

Some of the Euro-sceptic 
leaders of the Tbry backbench 
committee who went to praise 
Mr Major also played a promi- 
nent part in his downfall One 
Tbry source said: “Perhaps the 
presentation should have been 
a poisoned chalice 

Mr Hague was having more 
success driving the pro- Euro- 
pean MPs into line than Mr Ma- 
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Blair warned not 
to push the Lords 




foiyrrjJc 


j. Oni ^r anal ' 


jor did with his Eoro-sccptic 
“bastards”. David Cuny, who 
last week resigned from Mr 
Hague’s Shadow Cabinet ’as 
agriculture spokesman over Mr 
Hague's hardening of policy 
against entry to a single cur- 
rency, caused Labour laughter 
when be announced be was 
voting with the Tories against 
the Bill 

He said the Government 
had returned from Amsterdam 
with a “poor treaty - It fails its 
central task. It’s not a wicked 
treaty. It just doesn’t do the job. 
That's why with an absolutely 
dear conscience, I can vote 
against it tonighL” 

Quentin Davies, another 
pro- European Tbry MP who 
was critical of the shadow Cab- 
inet’s decision to rule out entry 
to the single currency for 10 
years, said he was voting against 
the Bfll because it endorsed the 
social chapter. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, ridiculed the pro-Eu- 
ropean Tbry MPs for sheltering 
behind this feature of the Bill, 
in order to avoid a split in then- 
ranks. Mr Cook said the Gov- 
ernment was signing up to the 
soda! chapter “with pride", be- 
cause it extended to British 
people the rights enjoyed by the 
rest of Europe. “We are signing 
up to the soriaJ chapter not to 
be nice to the Test of Europe, 
but because we believe it to be 

in the interests of the British 
people." 

But another staunch pro-Eu- 
ropean Tbry, John Gummer, 
said if Labour wanted to pre- 
pare for entry to the single cur- 
rency, it would have been better 
to keep Britain's opt out to pre- 
serve employment flexibility. 
Michael Howard, the shadow 
foreign secretary, said: “This 
treaty is a wrong turning for 
Britain. It is a wrong turning for 
Europe." 

0 The cross-party Commons 
select committee on the Trea- 
sury, chaired by pro-European 
Labour MP Giles Radice, an- 
nounced last night it is to in- 
vestigate the degree of 
readiness in Britain for entry to 
the single currency, and the 
Government’s plans to 
encourage the preparations. 



Spilling the beans: The Speaker. Betty Boothroyd, at yesterday* launch 

of Commons. By drinking it MPs will be supporting coffee farmers in the Third World Photograp . 


Conservative peers were set on 
a collision course with the Gov- 
ernment last night by Lord 
Cranbome, tJbe Tbiy leader m the 
House of Lords, with a warning 
shot to warn Tony Blair against 
forcing legislation through the 
Lords by heavy whipping. 

Lord Cranbome’s warning 
was seen at Westminster as a 
clear threat that unless the 
Government slows down the 
progress of some of Us Bills, the 
Tbries could use their majority 

in the Lords to stall or block the 

passage of highly controversial 
measures, such as devolution for 
Scotland and Wiles. 

He has been careful in the 
past to acknowledge the tradi- 
tion under which the elected 
Government of the day gets its 
business through, to avoid a con- 
stitutional crisis with the Lords. 

But Lord Gran borne last 


night provided a let-out clause 
to qualify that rule, and justify 
an assault in the Lords on the 
Government's central pro- 
gramme of legislation. 

“The House of Lords - who- 
ever is in government - is mind- 
ful always that it must help 
secure ihe Queen’s Business. But 
equally - and this is a very im- 
portant rider - it has a duty to 
^utimse all Bills folly," he said. 

“Only in that way are the 
public and business protected 

from bad law. I am flagging this 

issue publidy again today ... be- 
cause we do not want an avoid- 
able log-jam next summer and 
autumn. That might risk the 
merits of important measures - 
whether or not we agree with 
them- being mixed up with de- 
bates over the future of the 
Lords as a revising chamber. 

— Cofin Brown 
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DAVID SEAMAN’S 
FIRST FOOTBALL COACH 
TAUGHT HIM 

EVERYTHING HE KNOWS 
ABOUT ANGLES. 
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Without teachers, there would be no other professions. the mind of everyone you influence and job satisfaction that 

Teaching takes academic ability, a flair for communication and starts the day you do and continues long after you retire, 

the talent to inspire. In return, it gives what very few careers If you think you have it in you to bring out the best in others, 

can: the chance to change hundreds of lives, a unique place in please return the coupon or call 01245 454 454. 0, 

NO-ONE FORGETS A GOOD TEACHER. 

T Teacher Training Agency Communications Centra, FREEPOST ANQ20S3, Chelmsford, Esso* CM1 322. J would like to loam more about becoming a teacher. Please send me an Information pack. 

Address: - • •. 

Name: — * 


Current Status (e*. Student/Em ployed/Unmployed/Retum ad: 


Postcode: Telephone: , 

Special Teaching Interest (Primary/Secondary/Subject): 


IN 1411 


www.teach.org.uk 
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PC Pro Magazine only gave one home computer its highly coveted 


Recommended Award for November**: it was the Dell Dimension™ XPS 


D300 MT. Beating the competition hands-down, it earned the verdict of 


“an extremely good value, feature-packed PC that offers cutting edge 


technology for under £2.000." It has everything you need - in a home 


computer that won't grow out-of-date quickly. But you wont find 


the Dimension XPS D300 MT in arty computer store: to bring you the 


latest technology, we only build our systems after you order. In fact. 


we re the world's largest direct PC manufacturer-. So call us now. And 


award yourself an award-winner. 


-ftPitt November 1997 Hoc. ■Soon*: IDC 


PC PRO AWARD WINNING SYSTEM 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS D30.0. MT •- 

• INTEL remUM* II PROCESSOR 300MHZ 

• 64MB SDRAM 

• 6.4GB HARD DRIVE V jlffy 

• HIGH PERFORMANCE TXIHITROII™ TCO 17'COUHIR 

SVGA MONITOR (0 2b DOT PITCH, 15.65" VIWABIE AREA) 

• 512KB INTERNAL CACHE 

•STB VELOCITY nVTDIA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 4MB SGRAM VIDEO MEMORY 

• 12-24X CD-ROM DRIVE 

•AWE 64 SOUND CARD AND AUK LANSING ACS290 SPEAKERS 

• IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE WITH 3 X TOOMB CARTRIDGES 
•MINI TOWER CHASSIS 

■ WINDOWS 95 AND MICROSOFT 9 OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 

£ 1,799 (£ 2 , 1 49 . 08 , .) 

•ADD A US ROBOTICS 56KB MODEM FOR ONLY £70 (£82.25) INC VAT) 

•WE HAVE A NUMBER OF PRINTER OPTIONS AVAILABLE - ASK FOR DETAILS 
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DELL DIMENSION™ XPS M233s MT 

• INTEL PENTIUM PROCESSOR WITH MMX“ TECHNOLOGY 233MHZ 

• 32MB SDRAM 
•4.3GB HARD DRIVE 

•STB NTTRQ 3D GX 64-BIT PCI GRAPHICS CARD WITH 4MB EDO VIDEO RAM 

• 17' COLOUR SVGA MONITOR (028 DOT PITCH, 15.9' VIEWABLE AREA] 

• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND AND ALTEC LANSING AC5290 SPEAKHS 
•MICROSOFT OFFICE SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 

• US ROBOTICS 56KB MODEM 


£ 1,259 (£ 1 , 5 15.58 
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SPECIAL HOME SOFTWARE PACK 


FOR 0NLT £49 (£57.57 INC VAT] YOU CAN BUOYA HNIASTK 
SaECnON OF TOP MICROSOFT SOFTWARE TITUS INCLUDING: 

• MS ENCARW 97 (US) - INTERACTIVE MULTIMEDIA fflCYGDPAffllA 

• MS ENCAKTA WORLD ATLAS -A MULTIMEDIA VIEW OF THE WORLD 

• MS GOtf (US) - TEST YOUR GOLFING SK11IS ON WORUHAMOUS COURSES 

• MS MONEY (US) ■ HELPS YOU BALANCE ACCOUNTS, 

PLAN HOUSBTOLD BUDGETS AND MUCH MORE 
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Mining company strikes gold 
in Devon after £200,000 searc 

. j Hwr nil the l 


Gold prospectors who 
have spent the summer 
exploring a Devon valley 
may set up England^ 
first commercial gold 
mine, it was confirmed 
yesterday. Louise Jury 
considers Its chances of 
success. 


A mining company said yester- 
day that it hoped it was on the 
verge of a gold bonanza after 
spending £200,000 on drilling in 
east Devon. 


Jeremy Metcalfe, chairman 
of Crediton Minerals, said 





another two years of investiga- 
tions would be needed before 
it knew whether the gold could 
be mined economically. 

But, announcing the com- 
pany’s results so far, Mr Met- 
calfe said officials were “greatly 

encouraged by wbat we have 
found. It is too early to say 
whether we are talking bonan- 
. za, but as chairman of the com- 
pany I certainly hope so. We 
■ have found very elevated levels 
of gold, quite unique, and this 
has to be taken seriously." 

Crediton Minerals, whose 
parent company is Dublin- 
based Minmet, carried out 
d rilling in an area called the 
Crediton Hough, to the west of 


Exeter, which is 300 million 
years-old, 28 miles long, seven 
miles wide and 900 metres 

deep. . 

The area was pinpointed 
after tiny gold grains were 
found in streams in the Credi- 
ton area and as a result of .ge- 
ological mapping carried out by 
the Government-funded British 
Geological Survey over die past 
15 years.’ . 

Dr Richard Scrivener, who 
has beaded the survey work in 
fhftf area, said that although 
there were existing planning 
permissions for gold mines in 
Northern Ireland and Scot- 
land, gold had not been found 
in these sort of newer rocks in 


the Southwest of England 


in«L scientifically- 

Mr Metcalfe said it was sdll 

too early to know wbat sort of 
Honing method might be usod 


bedone- “Wh ahaH be con- 
ducting our work m 35 can ~ 

roStaUy-friendly way 


possible, and eventually hope 
that mining will bring jobs an 
_ »hi> area." 


prosperity to the anSL’V 

However, Maurice Spur*^ 
of Exeter Friends of the Earth, 
said environmentalists fear eco- 
nomic considerations might 
encourage a form of open-cast 
mining which would be a major 


^onthelnndscapemanarea 

Sch is very dependant on 

ZUm. “K is lining some 

^beUs-W: ^ to know ; : 

m °£bB^ds, chairman of 
Crediton council, said ttmm - 
was concern abomUre^., 
ronment, hut added. riheK - 
could be many benefits, 
including jobs and trade .for, 
local businesses. It is certainly .. 

interests in gold 
oDe rations in Portugal, Inland, 

Olivia, Russia “d the U^. 

States. The geology of the Cred- 
iton Trough is similar to arras 
in central Europe where gold is 
min ed. 
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High pries* Reverend Pan, WHKer, winner of the Pr^ of the Yem- contest homing forth in Durham Cathedra, where he honour rh^ ^ 
clergy to the title yesterday. Over 250 preachers entered the competition 


Laser surgery keeps heart 
patients out of hospital 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Drilling tiny holes in the heart 

with a laser dramatically reduces 
chest pain and the need for hos- 
pital care for people with severe 
heart disease, new findings 
showed yesterday. 

The pioneering technique, 
transmyocardial revascularisa- 
tion (TMR), allows blood from 
the heart’s pumping chamber to 
percolate through the laser 
holes and supply the sur- 
rounding heart muscle. 

Researchers from three cen- 
tres in the United Stales stud- 
ied 160 individuals with severe 
chest pain, or ‘‘refract oiy angi- 
na”. Angina is caused when the 
heart muscle does not get 
enough oxygen-rich blood. 

A total of 74 patients un- 
derwent the procedure. Sur- 
geons drilled about 40 holes, 
each one millimetre in diame- 
ter, through each patient’s left 


ventricle. Another 86 patients 
received the usual medical treat- 
ment. including multiple drugs. 
After three months the angina 
had improved dr am atical ly in 86 
per cent of the TMR patients, 
compared with only 12 per cent 
of those on medication alone. 

Chest pain is rated on a scale 
of one to four. In the study, the 
drilling treatment improved 
pain from class four to class two 
or better. After three months, 
20 per cent of the TMR patients 
had returned to hospital com- 
pared with 43 per cent of the 
medication-only group. No sig- 
nificant difference in death- 
rate was reported between the 
two groups, however. 

The results were presented 
at an American Heart Associ- 
ation conference in Orlando, 
Florida. Leading researcher Dr 
Keith Allen, a cardiothoracic 


surgeon at St Vincent Hospital, 
Indianapolis, said: “A lot of 
these individuals have diabetes 
or severe heart disease or they 
have bad multiple heart oper- 
ations and have readied the end 
of the road as far as the poten- 
tial for further interventions to 
be successful TMR offers real 
hope for these patients. 

“Wc don’t know if it will 
make people live longer or de- 
crease the incidence of heart at- 
tacks, but it clearly improves 
their ability to function and their 
quality of life.” 

A spokesman for the British 
Heart Foundation said: “This is 
something that's arousing a lot 
of interest in the cardiology 
world, and is definitely some- 
thing we are keeping an eye on. 
However, there’s quite a long 
way to go yet before it becomes 
a mainstream procedure.” 


Animal rights activist guilty 
of firebomb campaign 


An animal rights activist was convicted yesterday of carrying out 
an extensive firebomb campaign. 

Barry Home, 45, carried out arson attacks on shops on the 
Isle of Wight in 1994 which caused extensive damage to a number 
of shops, including £2_8m after a branch of Boots was destroyed. 

He was also found guilty at Bristol Crown Court of planting 
incendiary devices hidden in cigarette packets in a shopping cen- 
tre in Bristol. He was arrested by police who had trailed him for 
months as he planted the home-made bombs. 

In addition he was convicted of possessing bomb-making equip- 
ment in Swindon, Birmingham and Bristol. 

Home said the attacks were an act of “political terrorism” in 
support of animal rights. Sentencing will take place at a later date. 

— Jason Bennetto, Crime Correspondent 


Man ‘killed foster daughter’ 


A former deputy headmaster was yesterday committed for trial 
charged with the murder of his 13-year-old foster daughter, Bxllie- 
Jo Jenkins. Sion Jenkins, 40, who has four children, was bailed 
until 12 December and sent for trial at Lewes Crown Court. 

He is charged with murdering Billie-Jo Jenkins at Hastings, 
East Sussex, on 15 February thisyear.He was granted conditional 
bail with sureties of £250,000. Reporting restrictions were not lifted. 


Sellafield leak 
triggers walkout 


Primitive 
mammal find 


Rowers missing in Atlantic 


Contractors walked out at the 
Sellafield nuclear power plant 
after a radioactive leak, it 
emerged yesterday. The walk- 
out at the Cumbrian plant was 
on Tuesday, following the leak- 
age on Sunday. 

The radioactive material, 
ruthenium, was released when 
part of the complex used to en- 
case high-level nuclear waste in 
glass was being wanned up af- 
ter a week-long shut down for 
maintenance, according to a 
spokeswoman for British Nu- 
clear Fuels. 

“It was a higher than normal 
discharge from the vitrification 
plant stack but it did not break 
any legal limits. There was no 


danger to public health,” she 
said. 

All activities in the plant 
were stopped so the area could 
be checked and no radiation was 
found inside the building. But 
250 workers employed to build 
an extension at the site downed 
tools on Tuesday in a one-day 
unofficial strike. 

“We believe they think they 
were not properly informed 
about what happened, hut wc 
briefed the contractors and its 
up to their employers to tell 
them what happened,” the 
spokeswoman said. 

An urgent inquiry had been 
launched into the cause of the 
discharge she said. 


The near-perfect skeleton 
of a mammal that lived in 
the shadows of the 
dinosaurs has been dis- 
covered in China, scien- 
tists revealed yesterday. 

Previously all that was 
known about the first 
primitive mammals was 
gleaned from a few fossil 
teeth and jaws. 

But the new mammal 
- a hitherto unknown rat- 
sized creature named 
Zhangehoiherium quin - 
quecuspidens - (eft an 
almost complete skele- 
ton when it died more 
than 140 million years 
ago. At the time dinosaurs 
still ruled the Earth. 


Court stalls on pupil row 


i 


A search was underway in mid-Atlantic yesterday for two British 
brothers taking part in a 3,000-mile rowing race. 

Edward and Matthew Bo re ham, aged 31 and 28, from Sun- 
bury. south-west London, have been out of contact since last Fri- 
day. Organisers of the Port St Charles Barbados Atlantic Rowing 
Race have received signals from their automatic emergency bea- 
con but can find no trace of the 24ft home-made boat 
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Judgment was reserved yesterday in a High Court action over a 
school s refusal to admit the llyear-old daughter of a man who 
attacked the head teacher. 

Mr Justice Haralson said he hoped to give his decision later 
this week. Chcne Booth QC, for the family, who cannot be iden- 
tified, has argued that tiie stance taken by Southlands commu- 
nity school m^ New Romney, Kent was in breach of the 
fundamental principle of parental choice. 

Ms Booth has also attacked the legality of a decision by Ed- 
ucaDon^taty David Blunkett to revoke his Tory predeces- 
sor Gillian Shephard s direction to admit F 

The row stems from an incident in May 1996 over an elder 
sister s school uniform which resulted in the father’s conviction 
for common assault on the head teacher, Eamoun Cah.il] 
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A storm of criticism over safety; 
and Mercedes rolls over 


Daimler-Benz has halted delivery 
of its revolutionary Mercedes 
A-Glass model after it rolled over 
during a safety test. Britain's 
motoring industry told fan Burrell 
that the crash could have 
irreparably damaged the once 
exalted name of Mercedes. 


ancing act: The new Mercedes A-Class displaying its alarming instability during safety testing Photograph: AFP 

Green fuel for 


Moose are unlikely to feature ever in the 
standard British driving test. But a test de- 
signed to gauge the ability of new motor 
vehicles to avoid the antlered beasts while 
driving in Sweden, has left a jagged score 
across the once lustrous image of Mercedes 
in the eyes of the British motoring public. 

Last month, as the new Mercedes Benz 
A-Cass model attempted the “Moose 
Test”, it flipped over. The company's re- 
sponse was a promise to fit the car with elec- 
tronic stabilisers. 


Bui when the adverse publicity refused 
logo away it decided this week to bait de- 
■ livery of a vehicle that was intended to-rev- 
olnlionise the smalT car market. 

According to Lydia Aydon, the news ed- 
itor of.4uto Express : “Mercedes wanted peo- 
ple to believe ihai although this was a small 
car it would be as safe as their bigger cars. 
But they were the first car to fail this 
Swedish tost for 20 years except Skoda, and 
from now on people axe going’ to look at 
them in a different light.’' - 

She added: “Mercedes has a reputation 
for safety and knowing exactly what they 
do: a Germanic idea of everything being 
absolutely perfect and without problem- 
they will now lose this image.” 

She gain that the company's initial attempt 
to play down the problem, followed by its 
decision to ball delivery of tbecmvwould have 
exacerbated the suspicions erf potential buy- 
ers. “They are now going to have to prove 
without a shadow of a doubt that there is 
nothing wrong with this car,” she said. 


Other industry commentators felt that 
Daimler-Benz had been too sensitive to crit- 
icism over what bad been an extreme test 
of the car’s performance. Mark Payton, ed- 
itor of Whm Cor? magazine, said: “I think 
that maybe they have over-reacted to the 
situation and fed the fires a bit." 

Although the A- Class handled poorly 
during the magazine’s own test drives of 
the car, it displayed no deficiencies in safe- 
ty. he said. “In our view It is safe in nor- 
mal urban conditions and in all conditions 
that most drivers would ever experience.” 

Mr Payton blamed Mercedes problems 
on the company’s recent diversification, pro- 
ducing four-wheel drive vehicles, the rad- 
ically designed E-Gass model and now the 
smaller car. According to Mr Payton, 
there has been a shift in power away from 
the company’s engineers in favour of its ac- 
countants. “It means that you get a better- 
priced Mercedes but I wonder if there are 
people within the company ‘ wondering 
whether it’s the right thing to do,” he said 


4 ministers 
might not be 
green after all 


The Government will tty 
to set an example to the 
nation next week by 
converting its fleet of 
Jaguars, Rovers and 
Mondeos to run on 
natural gas. fan BurreB 
finds 0115 problem - 
there are still doubts 
over whether such fuel Is 
environmentally sound. 


Tony Blair and John Prescott 
have petrol-guzzling Jaguars. 
The rest of the cabinet have 2.7- 
iitre Rover 800s while ministers 
of state and under-secretaries 
are driven in Mondeos and 
Cavaliers, aO with a two4hre ca- 
pacity. 

The Government Car Ser- 
vice’s fleet of some 130 vehicles 
is not much of an advertisement 
for an administration pledged 
to the greening of Whitehall. 


Earth, the alternative fuel also 
leads to an increase in emissions 
of hydrocarbons of approxi- 
mately 30 per cent. 

“We are not actually rec- 
ommending that people do buy 
CNG cars,” he said “Iteople are 
best off getting the smallest 
most fuel-efficient petrol-pow- 
ered car, fitted with a catalytic 
converter.” 

Similarly with IPG, he said: 
“The emisskms picture is mixed; 
you have reduced carbon diox- 
ide and hydrocarbons but in this 
case higher emissions of nitro- 
gen dioxide. When you compare 
it with a petrol-powered car the 
emissions benefitsare not great 
enough to warrant people con- 
verting.” 

He pointed out that there 
were only nine roadside fu- 
elling stations in Britain capa- 
ble of supplying natural gas. 

The Government Car Ser- 
vice, however, would supply its 
fleet from gas supplies at its own 
depot at Vhinhafl, south Lon- 


Which is why three govern- • don. Ministerial cars, which 
ment ministers - David Clark, ■ rarely leave the capital, would 


the Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, Mr Prescott, die 
Deputy Prime Afinister and 
Secretary of State for the En- 
vironment, and Peter Kilfqyle, 
the cabinet office minister -will 
gather at Horse Guards Parade 
next Monday to announce that 
the vehicles are to be switched 
to run on compressed natural 
gas (CNG'l and liquefied pe- 
troleum gas (LPG). 

Mr Clark said: “It is a dear 1 
message of the Government’s 
commitment to the greening of 
Whitehall. Jt shows that we 
. can make sure that our trans- 
port needs also reflect the need 
to protect the environment” 

CNG, it is claimed leads to 

a 43 per cefflt reduction in emis- 
sions of the smog-creating ni- 
trogen dioxide, as well as 
reduced emissions of carbon 
dioxide (24 per cent) and car- 
bon monoxide (76 per cent). 

But according to Tbny 
Bosworth, transport cam- 
paigner for Friends of the 


stiH be capable of using petrol 
in emergencies. 

Labour will look to take 
credit for the alternative fuel ini- 
tiative, although it was actual- 
ly John Major, die former prime 
minister, who took charge of the 
first CNG-powered government 
car a year ago. 

Mary Labour ministers have 
already displayed their green 
credentials by eschewing their 
government cars in favour of 
public transport 

Mr dark caused commotion 
among rivfl servants earlier this 
year when he was stuck on the 
District Line during a bomb 
scare on the London Under- 
ground. dare Short, the Sec- 
retary of State for International 
Development, swears by the 
77A which takes her up to 
Westminster from her home in 
Clapham, while Frank Dob- 
son, the Secretary of State for 
Health, even took the 24 bus to 
Downing Street when the Prime 
Minis ter offered him the job. 
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Prisoners face early release 
as tagging scheme expands 


Thousands of criminals aw 
expected to be released from jail 
early and placed under house 
arrest as part of an extension of 
the use of electronic tags. Jason 
Bennetto, Crime Correspondent, 
examines the Home Office's latest 
attempts to control the spiralling 
prison population. 


About 3.000 criminals will be released from 
prison several months before completing 
their jail terms, under proposals to be 
announced next week. 

The use of electronic tags, which are fit- 
ted to an offender's wrist or leg, is also to 
be extended to include other offences of 
persistent petty crimes and fine defaulters. 
In addition, existing pilot schemes are to 
be widened. 

The moves mark a remarkable shift in 
thinking by both Labour and probation 
cbiets. who both strongly opposed the use 
of electronic monitoring when it was 
introduced by the Tory govemmenL 

In what will be the most controversial 
move involving tagging the Home Office 
is expected to announce plans next week 
to change the law to allow c riminals who 
have committed non-violent offences to 
serve up to three months of their sentence 


at home with a electronic monitor. The 
change is expected to be included in the 
Crime and Disorder BQl and could become 
law by next summer. 

An estimated 3,000 inmates could have 
their time inside cut,- helping to ease the 
growing jail population, which has passed 
the record 63,0 00 mark in England and 
Wales. The early release of 3,000 offend- 
ers is expected to take effect immediate- 
ly, although all inmates would be vetted to 
ensure that they did not pose a risk to the 
public. 

Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, believes 
that ta ggin g offenders, so their movement 
can be monitored and curfews can be- 
en forced, provides a useful and cheap 
alternative to prison. 

Research, to be published next week, w£D 
show that two-year pilot projects in Nor- 
folk, Berkshire and Greater Manchester 
had proved a success, with 83 per cent of 
the 375 offenders who had been placed on 
electronic monitoring schemes completing 
their sentence. 

The proposed extension of the scheme 
to the neighbouring counties of Suffolk 
Cambridgeshire, Middlesex and West York- 
shire - announced last July - would now 
go-ahead said Mr Straw yesterday. 

The types of offenders placed under a 
tagging order are to be widened to cover 
juveniles, fine defaulters, persistent petty 
offenders and defendants on bad 


“It is now clear that sentences do see 
electronic monitoring as a viable alterna- 
tive to custody in many cases, 7 ' Mr Straw 
told the National Probation Convention in 
London. 

The Home Secretary also indicated that 
he wants to alter phrases such as “proba- 
tion” and “community sentence" because 
he believes the public incorrectly associates 
them with a soft regime. 

John Greenway, the Conservative borne 
affairs spokesman, welcome what he called 
Mr Straw’s "conversion” to a former Con- 
servative policy. 

But he expressed concern about the ear- 
ly release of the 3,000 prisoners. Mr 
Greenway, the MPfor Ryedale, said: 
“While he may say that no one who is a 
threat to the public will be released, he can- 
not have' total control over what happens. 
He should not be motivated by simply solv- 
ing the over-crowding problem and saving 
money." 

Geoff Dobson, vice-chairman of the 
Association of Chief Officers of Probation, 
said that his organisation had been won over 
by the improvements in the technology of 
the tags. 

But Harry Fletcher, assistant general sec- 
retary of the National Association ofPro- 
bation Officers, argued: “I remain 
unconvinced that tag ging so far has either 
reduced crime or lowered the prison pop- 
ulation.” 
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Lord Chief Justice 
calls for fewer jail 
sentences 


The Lord Chief Justice 
warned magistrates and 
judges not to bow to 
media and political 
pressure to hand out 
more and more prison 
sentences. Michael Streeter, 
Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, explains 
that his speech is part of 
an att em pt to reduce 
the number of people in 
jail. 


Lord Bingham said yesterday 
that the recent growth in the 
prison population has been 
caused by the pronouncements 
of “influentual public figures” 
about the effectiveness of send- 
ing criminals to prison, and 
not because of new laws. 

Although couched in careful 
terras, his words will be seen as 
criticism of Michael Howard, 
the former Home Secretary, 
and the words of Tony Blair and 
Jack Straw, the present Horae 
Secreiaiy. while in Opposition; 
all emphasised a “tough on 
crime” message. 

The Lord Chief Justice also 
sent out a message to judges and 
magistrates to guard against the 
puhlieview that alternative sen- 
tences such as probation or 
community service were soft op- 
tions. 

His remarks, delivered in a 
speech to the National Proba- 
tion Convention, are part of an 
attempt by the judiciuiy to tack- 
le the problem of Britain’s 
over-crowded jails by encour- 
aging the use of non-custodial 
sentences where appropriate. 

New figures are out today, 
but the number of people niv- 
en prison sentences in 1995 - 
79,100- was the highest for ten 
years. Those given custody for 
indictable offences by magis- 


trates in the same year was 
20,200, nearly double the 1 1,800 
of 1992. 

Lord Bingham said that, 
faced with hard choices, judges 
and magistrates had been per- 
suaded by the twin cocktail of 
media and political pressure to 
opt for custodial rather than 
other sentences. 

"In contrast with a decade 
ago, when the efficacy of com- 
munity penalties was widely 
canvassed, the ' emphasis has 
been on custody as tbe effective 
disposal in cases other than mi- 
nor crime," he said. 

“Judges and magistrates 
have been the subject of criti- 
cism - none the less influential 
because indirect - for imposing 
what are widely portrayed as ex- 
cessively lenient sentences." 

He went on: “The clear in- 
ference must be that in the class- 
es of case in which a difficult 
choice has to be made between 
custody and a community 
penalty, magistrates in particu- 
lar, but also judges, have in- 
creasingly been choosing the 
custodial option.” 

Lord Bingham said tbe 
growth towards penal sentences 
caused three main concerns: the 
injustice of unnecessary prison 
terms: their ineffectiveness in 
some cases; and their cost. 

“The cost of imprisoning 
defendants is enormous, and 
growing," he said. “It may weD 
be money well spent if it pro- 
motes the objective of reducing 
criminal activity to the irre- 
ducible minimum. But it is 
money very bad ly spent if it does 
not contribute to that objective." 

The Magistrates Associa- 
tion said it broadly agreed with 
Lord Bingham's comments, and 
had helped to start, pilot pro- 
jecLs in Teeside and Shrop- 
shire. “We are optimistic 
these projects will be success- 
ful in that they offer a range 
mix of sentences." 
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Out with the old: After 75 years, is the writing on the wall for the ‘old* BBC? Photomontage; Julian Saul 


Auntie should be killed off, 
says Channel 5 chief 


In a remarkably forthright attack, 
Channel 5’s chief executive last 
night accused die Government of 
colluding with the BBC against 
the interests of viewers. Rob Brown, 
Media Editor, believes David 
El stein’s arguments for the 
abolition of the license fee can 
only gather force. 

A champagne reception was held in tbe fa- 
mous picture gallery of Royal HoDoway Col- 
lege in Surrey last night after David Ebstein 
had delivered the annual Reed lecture on 
The Politics of Broadcasting in the New Mil- 
lenium. But no one was toasting the 75th 
anniversary of the BBC. For the central the- 
sis ofMrSstein's address was that the cor- 
poration in its present form should not 
survive, far less be celebrated. 

It was not the first time he has ex- 
pounded this argument David Elsiein 
started calling for the abolition of the TV 
license and for the conversion of the BBC 
into a subscription pay-TV system in his pre- 
vious role as head of programmes at 
BSkyB. But he has never stated his case as 
strongly as he did last night in one of the 
oldest coDeges of the University of Lon- 
don. 

Chann el 5’s chief executive not only 
ripped into the paternalistic and imperi- 
alistic Reithian tradition at the BBC, but 
accused the Government of seeking to pre- 



David Ebt e in g The consent of the . 
consumer must come first* 


serve a licensed state broadcaster because 
such an institution is easier to bully. 

“New Labour is not about to abandon 
decades of inherited thinking, nor the 
levels of political control,” said Mr 
Elsiein. “The Labour Party may call itself 
New Labour, but its instincts on broad- 
casting remain as imconvincmg as ever. The 
Labour Party has yet to realize that, in the 
modem age, the consent of the consumer 
must come first. It is time for us to let go 


of nanny, and for nanny to lei go of us." 
Mr Elsrein described the licence fee as “the 
■ last of the r^gresave taxes which hit the poor 
much harder than the rich” and forecast 
that it would become increasingly inde- 
fensible as the BBC's share of audience 
steadily fell in a multi-channel era. 

Noting that the BBC’s total share of 
viewing in multi-channel homes was less 
than 30%, he said: Tt is unimaginable that 
an y other public service, ignored by its cus- 
tomers for three-quarters of the rime in 
favour of private competitors, could con- 
tinue to justify being fimded ty a compul- 
sory tax -on all households generating 
more than £2bn a year.” 

Mr Elstein’s argument will cut little ice 
with Chris Smith, the Culture Secretary, 
who supports the license fee as the bedrock 
of the BBC and a cornerstone of British 
culture. But Mr Smith will not be in 
charge of that ministry for ever. 

This danger is recognised by David 
Docherty. the BBCs deputy director of tele- 
vision, who put the case for keeping the li- 
cense lee at Policy Studies Institute seminar 
on Monday. Mr Docherty acknowledged 
that the BBC would probably flourish on 
a subscription basis, bat it could not remain 
the world-renowned public service broad- 
caster it has been up to now. 

“If we contrive to dtsinvent the BBC no 
other generation will be able to create the 
draimslances to re-invent it” be said. ‘And, 
if it does not survive, if we allow some clever 
bastard to argue us out of it. we should take 
the shame to our graves.” 
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Murdoch 

cut-price 


vows to keep up 
newspaper war 


Rupert Murdoch 
yesterday vowed there 
would be no let up in the 
newspaper price war 
which he started four 


years ago. 

Cathy Newman heard 
the media baron teli 
opponents of his 
price-cutting policy to 
‘go to hell*. 


new contracts for sports rights 
and launching digital televi- 
sion would dent profits. 

“WfeTI do very well if we have 
a fiat year this year,” he said. 

Shareholders at the AGM 
bad listened to David Chance, 
deputy managing director, 
extolling the benefits of pay-per- 
view television, where viewers 


Mr Murdoch hit out at his 
critics at the annual general 
meeting the satellite broad- 
casting company, BSkyB, saying 
there was “no way” he would 
call a truce in the newspaper 
price war. “No one else wants 
to call a truce, they insult me 
every day, so they can go to 
hell,” he said. 

The Tunes, which is con- 
trolled by Mr Murdoch's News 
Corp, sells at XOp on Mondays, 
a 25p discount 

Mr Murdoch was uncon- 
cerned about suggestions that 
the Government should intro- 
duce anti-trust laws like those 
in the US, which would stop 
companies such as News Corp 
selling papers and other goods 
at cut-price. “People don't seem 
to like competition much in this 
country,” he said. 

The media tycoon painted a 
fairly bleak picture of prospects 
for BSkyB, in which he holds a 
large stake, saying the costs of 



Murdoch: ‘People don’t like 
competition in this country* 


pay lo watch specific films and 
sporting events. 

But Mr Murdoch poured 
cold water on BSkyB's hopes of 
screening pay-per-view foot- 
ball, films, musical and sporting 
events. “Pay-per-view through- 
out the world bas only worked 
in a big way for huge boxing 
matches," he said. “When it 


After Perfect Day, Perfect Night 


After showing us how to 
have a ‘Perfect Day* with 
its radio network, the 
BBC is planning to tell us 
how to have a perfect 
nightlife with its dance 
music DJs. Paul McCann, 

Media Correspondent, 

explains how you will 
need more than sangria 
in the park to stay up 
with Judge Jules. 


The BBC is following up *b e 
success of the Perfect Day pro- 
motional video for its radio 
network with a new }0-mmute 

film that will show off Radio I s 

expertise in dance music. 

The film is being made by 
Radio I’s hot-shot advertising 
agency St Luke’s. Another 
agency, leagas Delont?. se- 
ated the Perfect Day film ™ 
Lou Reed's classic song and a 
collection of stars. 

UuiPafeciDayihe new film 
will champion the way the cor- 
poration is funded by a licence 


fee which allows it to be 
experimental. 

The film is being shot now 
and will be shown in an edited 
form on the BBC in December. 
A longer version will also be 
shown in cinemas. 

The Radio 1 film, which is 
set in the Subterrania nightclub 
in west London, will concentrate 
on the music of its star dance 
DJs Pete Tong, Danny Ram- 
pling and Judge Jules. It is be- 
ing made by director Ibm 
\hughan who the short film Su - . 
pergmss. about pot smoking 
which was show on Channel 4's 
“Pot Night". 

The Perfect Day film at- 
tracted complaints from com- 
mercial radio stations which 
believes the BBC has an unfair 
advantage in being able to air 
free adverts for its radio stations 
on television. Yesterday Paul 
Brown, chief executive of the 
Commercial Radio Companies 
Association told Marketing 
Week he would be complaining 
about the new film to the De- 
partment of Culture, Media 
and Sport “It is clearly an ad- 
vertising campaign.” he said. 


Despite the fuss, Perfect Day 
has been a critical and popular 
success and the soqg is being re- 
leased as a single to aid the 
BBCs Children in Need char- 
ity. 

Internally at tbe BBC it is 
known to have boosted the 
standing of Jane Frost, the 
BBC’s, corporate marketing 
director, who devised the strat- 
egy to make promotional films 
for the licence fee. Other films 
in the series have included Vic 
Reeves and Bob Mortimer act- 
ing out fictitious experimental 
comedies such as “Pbfdark on 
Moped?” that could only be 
funded by a licence fee. 

Radio 1 has been boosting its 
dance music output by poach- 
ing four big name DJs from ri- 
val radio station Kiss FM. 

The new film is part of a 
marketing campaign to pro- 
mote Radio l’s “Soundtrack to 
the Weekend" when it plays 10 
hours of dance music every Fri- 
day, 13 hours every Saturday and 
four more hours on a Sunday. 
In total, the one-time home of 
Shuon Bates now plays 34 hours 
of dance music a week. 
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comes to pay-per-view on a 
more regular baas, it is much 
more difficult" 

The head of News Corp 
confirmed recent reports that 
his son, Lachlan, was set to suc- 
ceed him. Sky High, a new book 
by Mathew Horsman, a media 
analyst and former Indepen- 
dent journalist, features an in- 
terview with Mr Murdoch 
where he says his children have 
reached a “consensus" that 
Lachlan will take over. 

Yesterday, Mr Murdoch 
said: “The children selected 
him [Lachlan]. It was their 
vote.” However, be signalled be 
had no intention of giving up 
jusr yet “Til stay alive for a wbile 
yet,” he said, joking that the suc- 
cession issue would be resolved 
“a month or two after I die". 

BSkyB said profit before 
tax for the threemonths to tbe 
end of September was £4.7m 
lower than the year before at 
£61. 6m after an increase in 
costs - such as the new exclu- 
sive contract with the Premier 
League for live football rights 
- and higher investments in 
other operations, such as tbe 
interactive broadcaster, British 
Interactive Broadcasting. 

Sam Chisholm, chief execu- 
tive and managing director of 
BSkyB, stepped down yesterday 
, six weeks earlier than expect- 
ed. He suffere from severe asth- 
ma, and has been replaced by 
Mark Booth, a 41-year-old 
American with substantial ex- 
perience in the pay-TV market 
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US oilmen shot 
dead in Pakistan 


Four American oil executives were shot 
dead in central Karachi yesterday morning, 
only days before the arrival in Pakistan of 
Madeleine Albright, the American Secre- 
tary of State. 

The car in which they were travelling was 
overtaken on a bridge and forced to a halt. 
Gunmen opened fire and continued firing 
until all five occupants of the car, includ- 
ing the driver, were dead 

No group has claimed responsibility for 
the attack, though there is speculation that 
the killings may have been in retaliation for 
the conviction the previous day in Wash- 
ington DC of a 33-year-old Pakistani im- 
migrant, AimaJ Kansi, for the murder of 
two CIA employees in January 1993. 

Following the killings of the two men, 
Kansi, the sole suspect, fled the country and 
eluded capture for four years. He was even- 
tually tracked down to a hotel in a remote 
part of the country in June. FBI agents were 
involved in his capture and be was then ex- 
tradited to the United States without for- 
mal proceedings. 

America is highly unpopular in Pakistan 
and is blamed for many of the country’s ills 
. AimaJ Kansi is seen as something of a hero 
- and if be gets the death penalty he will 
become a national martyr. 

There may be a different explanation for 
the killings. Karachi is a violent dty. Rival 
ethnic groups stage frequent shoot-outs, and 
more than 400 people have died in the city 
this year. One theory has it that the oil men’s 
murderers are frustrated extortionists. 

— Peter Popham, New Delhi 



Kenya sets early 
date for elections 
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Bootleg boom 


One-third of aU spirits consumed to Swe- 
de" comes from booUeggers, accoidmgto 
a report from a joint state and private sec- 
tor committee. Coasumpoon of lUegd 
liquor at record levels is blamed on high 
taxes and government monopoly™^ 
hoi sales. - SwdMm 


Bosnia war crimes 


Freedom: Silvia Metis, 28, reunited with her four-year-old son, Luca, in her home town of Nvoro in Sardinia after escaping on Tuesday from nine 
months’ captivity. Her father had been prevented by Italian law from paying £750,000 ransom demanded by her kidnappers ‘ Photograph: AFP 


Revelations of alleged atrocities commit- 
ted by Bosnian Muslim soldiers against civil- 
ians have emerged for the first time since 
the country’s war ended two years ago. A 
Sarajevo magazine, Dm, reported that the 
warlord, Musau Topalovic - known. as 
Caco - and men in his army unit abduct- 
ed Serb civilians, brutally murdered them 
and dumped the bodies in a crevice in the 
hills around Sarajevo. — Reuters, Sarajevo 
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oven and integral hob to cope with 
any cooking task this Christmas 
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The Israeli Prime Minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, arrives in 
London today, leaving his right- 
wing Likud in disarray. Friends 
and foes openly accused him of 
duplicity. 

The communications minis- 
ter, Limor LivnaL told delegates 
at a tumultuous party confer- 
ence on Tuesday night: “The 
Likud is committing suicide. 

Most darn aging ly for Mr 
Netanyahu, his national infra- 
structure minister, Ariel 
Sharon, disclosed that when 
the Prime Minister asked for his 
help in quelling a grassroots re- 
volt, he replied: “I don’t know 
whether to help your right hand 
or your left hand.” 

Israeli commentators spec- 
ulated yesterday that the dis- 
enchantment shared by almost 
all his senior Likud colleagues 
might split the party 

The immediate quareel, as 
one television pundit put it, was 
not over principle or policy, but 
“who owns the shop”. The issue 
in dispute was how the Likud se- 
lects its parliamentary candi- 
dates. After two days of 
anguished debate, the 3,000 
conference delegates voted to 
abolish the American-style pri- 
maries under which candidates 
were chosen in 1996. 

The change was opposed 
by all the Likud ministers and 
most of its serving MPs. They 
feared that reversion to selec- 
tion by the party conference 
would concentrate too much 
power in Mr Netanyahu's 
hands. Most delegates, working- 
class branch bosses, owe their 
place to the Prime Minister. A 
nod and a wink would be 
enough for them to throw out 


anyone who did not toe the line. 

Two weeks ago, Mr Ne- 
tanyahu promised his rebel- 
lious ministers to postpone a 
decision, although he was wide- 
ly believed to have orchestrat- 
ed the demand to abolish 
primaries. At the conference on 
Monday, he was shouted down 
when he begged delegates to 
wait. On Tuesday, his lieu- 
tenants discreetly encouraged 
them to go ahead. 

Ministers fell they had been 
deceived. One told the heavy- 
weight Ha’arctr. “We have to 
start thinking about how to re- 
live the Likud we once knew. 
This isn’t a party. What hap- 
pened here is more like the 
mafia.” 

Before leaving for London, 
Mr Netanyahu held out a hand 
of “peace and reconciliation”. 
Addressing parliament oo the 
second anniversary of Yitzhak 
Rabin's assassination, he said: 
“No political difference justifies 
violence. 

The far right is awash with 
conspiracy theories, suggesting 
that the Labour leader was the 
victim of his own Shin Bet se- 
curity service. Some light wffl be 
shed in this murky corner today, 
when the government publish- 
es a report on the activities of 
Avishai Raviv, a right-wing ex- 
tremist who doubled as a Shin 
Bet informer. According to me- 
dia leaks, Mr Raviv heard the 
murderer, Yigal Amir, dis- 
cussing the need to kill the 
Prime Minister, but neglected 
to tell his handlers. The secu- 
rity men distrusted him, but kept 
him on because he was stflj their 
best source on the radical right 
— Eric Silver, Jerusalem 
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The highest-ranking North 
Korean defector predicted yes- 
terday that Pyongyang's com- 
munist regime will be toppled in 
“several years” by its most trust- 
ed institution: the military. 

The 1.1 million-strong North 
Korean armed forces - the 
world’s fifth largest - form the 
backbone of the North’s Stal- 
inist rule in the midst of a 
deepening economic crisis, ft is 
relying on international aid to 
feed its 22 million people. 


“It is inevitable that the mil- 
itary will rise up,” Hwang Jang 
Yop, 74, said in a speech to a 
presidential advisory group. 

The former member of 
North Korea’s policy-making 
body, the Central Committee of 
the ruling Workers Party, who 

defected to Seoul in April, the 

highest-ranking North Korean 
o do so, based his prediction on 
the crumbling of the North’s 
vast military supply industries 
and sagging military morale 
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How Saddam 
Hussein 
parted an 
artist from 
his money 
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An artist has won a 
legal battle for damages 
after a foundry lost 
the mould for his 
sculpture. He looked 
forward to collecting 
£38,500 in damages after 
a 10-year wait, only to 
discover that Saddam 
Hussein had come 
between him and his 
money. Michael Streeter, 
Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, unravels 
an unlikely tale. 


Sculptor Denis Cuny was un- 
derstandably proud of the im- 
age of a barn owl he had 
carefully crafted from lengthy 
studies of the aerodynamics of 
birds in flight 

However, his plans to pro- 
duce a series of nine of them, 
each worth thousands of 
pounds, were rudely shattered 
when the company producing 
the bronze statues announced 
it had lost the mould. - 

Mr Curry was only able to 
receive one bronze cast from 
the series before the company 
admitted it had lost the syn- 
thetic rubber mould, which to 
this day remains missing. 

Now be has won his court 
case after nearly 10 years of 
struggle. But the Wales-based 
artist may never be able to 
collect the £38,500 High Court 
award: because the firm. Mor- 
ris Singer Foundry Ltd, went 
into -receivership after being 
owed hundreds of thousands of 
pounds by thelraqi government 
for a 36ft-high bronze flag in 
Bagbdad. 

The company - which also 
made the famous crossed- 
swords statue in Iraq - has since 
been bought by new owners and 
the new firm is trading suc- 
cessfully as Morris Singer 
Ltd. 

Yesterday the artist, from 
Oynderwen, Pembrokeshire, 
said that despite the unlikeli- 
hood erf ever receiving damages, 

his legal claim could bring 
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hope for sculptors in the future. 
“Foundries will think twice in 
the future about throwing out 
someone's mould. They will 
have to be more careful about 
it." 

His barrister, Monica Carss 
Frisk, said it was clear from the 
High Court award that 
foundries had to lake reason- 
able care of sculptors' moulds. 
“It gives some comfort to sculp- 
tors in the future.” 

The long-running saga of the 
missing mould began when for- 
mer art teacher Mr Curry, who 
is in his seventies, made the first 
plaster mould for the 2ft hy 2ft 
bam owl in 1988. Morris Singer 
Foundry Lid then made the first 
bronze cast of the bird, marked 
1/9, which was quickly sold for 
EL500. 

However, when Mr Cuny 
asked for another cast in the 
planned series of nine to be 
made, he was told the mould 
had been lost. The original 
plaster model was. as is normal, 
destroyed when the mould was 
made. 

“It was a real shock," said 
Mr Cuny. “I have never been 
given an explanation of what 
happened to it. The foundries 
have absolute control [over 
the mould] and generally you 
trust them." 

He said normally a mould 
was only destroyed by a foundry 
with a written undertaking that 
it had been properly disposed 
of. This is to protect illegal 
copies of the sculpture being 
made - in this case the bam 
owls are now valued at around 

ri *i 000 

The owner of the only 
existing bronze owl is now 
reluctant to allow new copies to 
be made, because his purchase 
is now unique. 

“This has been a long long 
case,” said Mr Cuny. “I believe 
it establishes a precedent for an 
action ty a sculptor against a 
foundry." 

The receivers for the old 
company, BDO Stay Hayward, 
confirmed they were taking 
action via the United Nations 
to get payment from the 
Iraqi authorities for the flag 
statue. 
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Lost dreams: The sculptor 
Denis Curry working in his 
studio in Pembrokeshire, 
west Wales. He hopes his 
successful legal fight, 
thwarted at such an 
unlikely turn, may help 
other artists to take a 
tougher stance against 
foundries and 
manufacturers 

Photograph: Rob Stratton 
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THE FIRSTTO LAUNCH 
3 COMPLETELY 
NEW CARS AT ONCE, 
FROM THE FIRST 
TO LAUNCH 3 YEARS 
PEACE OF MIND. 


In 1995 we were the first car company to give you 3 years 
total peace of mind. This means you get tine following as 
standard on every new Daewoo: 
|) 3 year/60.000 mile free servicing, including 
all labour and parts. 
2) 3 year/60,000 comprehensive warranty. 

3) 3 year Daewoo Total AA Cover. 

4) Free courtesy car during service. 

Now, after an investment of 
over £ 1 .5 billion, we’re 
the first car company to 
launch 3 completely 


new ranges all at once; die 3. 4 and 5 door Lanos, the Nubira 
saloon and estate, and the Leganza saloon. 

The fixed prices of our new cars range from just £8,795 
to £14,995. 

So if you're looking for a new car then why not pay 
us a visit? You may even get the chance to be 
one of the 1 00 drivers chosen to test drive 
our new cars absolutely free for a year. 

To find out where your nearest 
store is cal! 0800 666 722. 

Impossible to ignore? 

That'll be the 
Daewoo. 


. - O 

v t - 




THE INDEPENDENT 

THURSDAY 

13 NOVEMBER 1"? 


land of the free? 
A member of the 
Scientology sect dressed as 
the Statue of Liberty, in a 

recent demonstration by 

2,000 people in Berlin. The 

placard behind her reads: 

‘Religious tolerance now* . 
The Church of Scientology 
is not recognised as a 
religion by the German 
government. Several 
European countries have 
refused to grant 
Scientology ‘church’ status, 
but Germany has gone 


further than most in trying 
to stifle its activities. 


Photograph: Reuters 
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When you have a problem, it's the most 
natural thing in the world to want to talk it 

through with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates another 
problem: who’s the best person to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a close friend. 
But let’s face it, we don’t always choose our 
friends for their amazing powers of tact, diplo- 
macy and discretion. Tell one person, and you 
may end up telling the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able to talk to 
someone in your family. Then ag?iin, you may be one 
of the large number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, great 
But sometimes we don’t want to expose our 
weaknesses to those who fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is the very 

problem you want to discuss. 


That’s where The Samaritans can be useful. 
We’re more discreet than your best mate, 
we’ll listen as carefully as your girlfriend or 
boyfriend, and we’re as sympathetic as your 
family. We’re also non-judgemental, unshockable, 

and extremely experienced. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90. and 
you can e-mail us on jo@samaritans.org or visit 
our homepage at wwwjamaritans.org. We’re 
available 24 hours a day, every day of the year. 

And you don’t have to be climbing up the 
walls before you call us - any kind of problem, big 
or small, is a good enough reason to pick up the 
phone. 

Call now. You’ll find we’re remarkably easy 
to talk to. 


The Samaritans 


Media blitz 

launched in 
Germany’s 


t> I '£& 


religious 


Germany has become 

alarmed at the success of 

the Church of 

Scientology** propaganda 

campaign in the US. 
Angered by the Nazi 
slur, Bonn is about to 
launch a media blitz of 
its own, reports Imre 


oaign against Genna^Th^r . 4 . 

sooalibes wbo 

letter” addressed to Ownc^j^ 

-scrS 


as a fall-page adyerti 


Karacs. 


The gJoves are off. The German 

nrpnanne an 


government is preparing 
“information offensive in the 
US against its greatest adver- 
sary fheChurcb of Scientology. 
The fall battle plans are cur- 
rently being drawn up m fae for- 
eign ministry in Bonn, and the 
first missiles will strike at the 
heart of America in the “very 
near future”. 

The embassy in 'Washington, 
which has kept aloof from the 
skirmishes of the past year, has 
been ordered to join the fray. 
Complaining of a “huge lack “ 
awareness” among US politi- 
cians, Klaus Kinkel, the foreign 
minister, has instructed his am- 
bassador to start spinning US 
derision-makers and opinion- 


on perceived paraUelsbetww^ • 

the Nazi persecutvon^f Jewi^. 
and the current treacmcntoc-^ . - 
^‘ufologists. “Like the boo^t 
burning of the 1930s -your : 

ty has organised boycotts andjj^K 
seeks to ban performances^ 

Tbm Cruise, John Travolta,^; 
Chick Corea and any ather.J|- 


anist who believe in Scientol- 


ogy," they wrote. - 

“Extremists of your party . 
should not be permitted to be-' ; 

Ueve that the rest of the vrorM. . -, . 

will look the other way. Not this « 


formers. 

“Through our embassy and s 
through the media, we shall 
try to spread information t 
through America so that these ^ 
false assertions do not surface 1 
in the future,” Mr Kinkel 
told yesterday’s Stuttgarter 
Nachrichten newspaper. 

Mr Kinkel was shocked to 

discover during a tour of the US 

last week that many American 
politicians had accepted un- 
critically the Scientologists’ as- 
sertion of “religious persecution 
in Germany”. Germany's image 
reached its nadir on Sunday, 
when the US Congress took a 
vote on a motion condemning | 
Bonn’s treatment of “minority 
religions”. 

The Church of Scientology 
is not recognised as a religion 
by the German government, 
and is therefore not entitled to 
tax-free status. With the support 
of all main political parties, the 
government in Bonn has placed 
the sect under observation, in 
order to assess whether it seeks 
to subvert the country’s demo- 
cratic constitution. 

Several other European 
countries have refused to extend 
Scientologists the full “church" 
status, but Germany has gone 
further than most in trying to sti- 
fle the sect's activities. In sev- 
eral Hinder, moves are afoot to 
ban Scientologists from public 
service. In a series of pamphlets 
explaining its case, Bonn has ac- 
cused the Scientologists of be- 
ing nothing more than a 
profit-driven commercial or- 
ganisation, whose members are 
sucked in gradually and then 
prevented from leaving. The 
“church" claims 30,000 mem- 
bers in Germany. 

Sunday's vote in Congress 
was defeated, but not by the 
margin Germany and the US 
administration had hoped for. 
The 101 votes in support were 
immediately seized on by the 
sect as a victory. 

“I find it a very impressive 
□umber," said Helmuth 
Blobaum, President of the 
Church of Scientology in Ger- 
many. “It shows a lot of people 
are very concerned about what 
is happening to religious mi- 
norities in Germany .“ 

Friends of Germany in the 
US establishment were exas- 
perated. “I think it is important 
that we do not have Tbm Cruise 
and John Travolta setting for- 
eign policy in this country, and 
1 think that is the driving fac- 
tor behind this legislation," 
commented Doug Bereuter, a 


time. a- v 

■fine to their promise, tire- 

rest of the world- meaning the - ; 
US - has been bombarded wita* . ;• 
■ this kind of enlightenment ever 
since. The sect is promising to 
bring the motion back to Con- 
gress later this year, arid mean-. : 
while has other stunts up its 

sleeve. " 

The best so far is the report, 
fed to the New York Times last .. 
week, that Florida authorities • 
had granted a German Keren- . 





Sect symbols: Tom Cruise, 
top, and John Travolta 


tologist “political asylum". That 
would have been a massive pro- 
paganda coup for the sect, but 
so far both the US and German 
authorities have been unable to 
confirm the story. Its source: the 
Church of Scientology. 

But some claims do contain 
an element of truth. The “boy- 
cott” of Tom Cruise, for in- 
stance, consisted of no more 
than a group of young Christ- 
ian Democrats distributing 
leaflets outside cinemas show- 
ing his film. Mission Impossible. 
But Chick Corea was indeed 
prevented from performing at 
a publidy-funded concert in 
Bavaria because he was a Sci- 
entologist. 

The Germans argue that, 
precisely because of their his- 
tory, they are duty-bound to de- • 
fend democracy with greater 
vigilance than might be ac- 
ceptable in the Land of the 
Free. The mere suspicion that 
Scientologists might be trying to. 
subvert public life is justification 
enough for the government to 
keep a dose watch on the sect. 

This is the message that 
Bonn will now hope to convey, 
presumably with a little more ef- 
ficiency and finesse than in the 
past. 
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As Kurds fight over 
a road, Saddam 
tightens his grip 


Kurdish fighters loyal to Masoud Barzani at a hSskJe strongpocnt. Rival factions are fighting 
for control of the Hamilton road (map, above right) Photograph: Reuters 


Two Kurdish warlords 
are fighting a savage 
battle for the control of 
the strategic Hamilton 
road, which runs through 
the heart of Kurdistan. 
At least 600 Kurds have 
died in the fighting. But 
the war is allowing 
Saddam Hussein to 
regain bis power in 
Kurdistan. 


lb control the road is to control 
the heart of Kurdistan. It starts 
in Arbfl, the Kurdish capital, 
and runs through the Kurdish 
mountains, twisting and turning 
along the side of precipices 
and through river gorges, to the 
I ranian border. 

Called the Hamilton road af- 
ter AM Hamilton, the New 
Zealand engineer who built it 
in the 1920s, it is the strategic 
key to the Kurdish mountains. 
In a land without roads, it is Ite 
road. For 70 years, Kurdish 
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warlords and foreign armies 
have fought to control it, until 
every foot of its weathered tar- 
mac is bathed in blood. 

In the last month, the Hamil- 
ton road has seen attack and 
counter-attack by the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP), led by 
Massoud Barzani, which con- 
trols western Kurdistan, and 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK), led by Jalal al-Tala- 
bani, which controls the east. 
The PUK has fired Iranian-sup- 
plied Grad missiles at Mr 
Baizani’s headquarters at Sari 
Rash. He countered by using 
Turkish artillery fire and 
airstrikes to drive Mr Thlabanfs 
men off the heights they cap- 
tured overlooking the road. 

In this fierce civil war, which 
is dooming Kurdish hopes for 
self-determination, at least 600 
Kurds have died. Saddam Hus- 
sein, the Iraqi leader, able to play 
each sde against the other, is 
again becoming a pin the pre- 
dominant power in Kurdistan 
firm which be withdrew in 1991. 

It is also a largely secret war, 
so far as the outside world is 
concerned. Almost the only 
point on which Iraq, Hukey and 
Iran - the neighbours of Iraqi 
Kurdistan - are agreed, is that 
reporters must be kept from the 
battle zone. All three countries 
want to fight their proxy war in 
the region without publicity. 

The fifing in the last month 
ended a ceasefire, brokered by 
the United 


a main route for truck traffic 
into and out of Iran en route to 
Baghdad and Tlxrkey. The KDP 
draws as much as a 20-25 per 
cent of its revenues from this 
trade which the PUK wants to 
take over. 

“Jalal (al-TalabaniJ always 
miscalculates,” says one Kimfish 
observer. “He told his people 
the Americans had turned 
against Massoud and Saddam 
would do nothing. He had sup- 
port from the Iranians. His 
nrisjndgment was that he did not 
think the Thrks would 
intervene strongly.” 

It was an expensive mis- 
take. The Turks sent in 10.000 
men, though these took no part 
in the ground fighting, and de- 
ployed its heavy artillery and air- 
force. The Harir and Safeen 
mountains, where the PUK was 
advancing, are bare of cover. 
Turkish artillery was effective 
and Mr Thlabani’s men suf- 
fered heavy casualties. 

The only part of the Hamil- 
ton road die PUK and their 
Turkish Kurd allies still hold is 
at Haj Omran on the Iranian 
border. The reason is probably 
that the liuks do not want to 
provoke the Iranians by launch- 
ing airstrikes so dose to their 
border. Mr Barzani has mo- 
bilised 10.000 Fesh Meiga (Kur- 
dish soldiers), but he wifl not 
want to h umili ate the I ranians 
by pushing further into Mr Th- 
labani’s territory. 

For the rao- 


S tales, Britain 
and Turkey, 
which had last- 
ed a year. Then 
Mr Thlabani 
did a deal with 

Baghdad He 

agreed to dose 

down the headquarters of the 
Iraqi National Congress (INC), 
the umbrella group uniting the 
Iraqi opposition, in Su- 
brimaniyah, his capital. In return, 
President Saddam promised not 
to intervene if the PUK at- 
tacked the Hamilton road 
(though rite Iraqi leader would 
not let them attack Arbfl. which 
his tanks had captured for Mr 
Barzani last year). 

The PUK offensive began on 
12 October. Mr Thlabani's men 
attacked Shaqlawa and Mr 
Barzaofs headquarters. In the 
Harir mountains they captured 
heights overlooking the road, 
which is the supply mate for the 
KDP’s frontline. At the north- 
ern end, they took Haj Omran, 
the border crossing with Iran, 
where they were aided by Turk- 
ish Kurd guerrillas of the Kur- 
distan Workers Party (PKK). 
Haj Omran is important be- 
cause the Hamilton road is not 
just a military supply line. It is 


BY PATRICK 
COCKBURN 


menu the 
fi g h ting is over. 
The Hamilton 
road remains 
mostly under 
the control of 
Mr Barzani. 

Turkey has 
again shown its wfllingness to in- 
tervene deep in Kurdistan. Hie 
US and Britain have shown 
they are increasingly marginal 
players in the region. Bizarrely, 
the PUK gets $500,000 
(£300,000) a month from the 
CIA, its other two key sup- 
porters being Iran and the Turk- 
ish Kurd guerrillas. 

The biggest winner is Sad- 
dam Hussein. Last year he 
saved Massoud Barzani and 
the KDP from defeat by Mr Th- 
labani by sending his tanks into 
Arbil. This year, Mr Tklaham 
has himself established links 
with Baghdad. 

Tbe oominnaCton of the Kur- 
dish dvfl war suits Iraq, Iran and 
Turkey. It makes it easy to ma- 
nipulate (he KDP and PUK, 
and it discredits the Kurdish 
claim to self-determination. 
With neither side able to 
emerge as tbe outright winner, 
the struggle for the 
Hamilton road wflj go on. 


UN steps up the pressure 


The United Nations Securi- 
ty Council yesterday evening 
unanimously passed a reso- 
lution condemning Iraq and 
impose an international trav- 
el ban on Iraqi officials. The 
move holds open the possi- 
bility of further, unspecified 
measures if Iraq continues to 
obstruct UN weapons in- 
spectors. 

France and Russia 
stressed that the resolution 
contained no provision for 
the use of force, while the 
United States insisted that 
military force needed no new 


Security Council decision 
and could not be ruled out 
Iraq, however, was still 
showing no inclination to al- 
low weapons inspections to 
resume or to lift its ban on US 
members of inspection teams, 
turning American inspectors 
away from suspect sites for 
the ninth time in 10 days. 

The Iraqi foreign minist er, 
Mohammad Said al-Sahaf, 
accused tbe US of “deliber- 
ately hying to push the region 
into a crisis”. 

— Mary Dtjevsky 
Washington 
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You wouldn’t hold 
the world’s greatest 
tennis tournament 
anywhere 
but Wimbledon. 

Just as the champions always choose to battle 
it out on Centre Court each year, some of the 
world’s top seeded business players keep 
returning to the International Convention 
Centre, Birmingham. Nowhere else would be 
quite the same. 

* For them, the superb facilities, 
outstanding quality of service, value for money 
and accessibility of the ICC outscores the 
competition every time. 

For your next meeting, convention or 
conference, make sure you have 
the advantage. Call today on 
0121-200 2000. 

The U ltiiw a te Convention Centre 

international Convention Centre 
Broad Street Birmingham B1 2EA 
www.necgroup.co.uk 
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Sometimes its 

EASIER TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU DON’T LIKE. 



Whan you have a problem. It’s the 
most natural thing In the world to want to 
talk it through with someone. But who? 

That’s where The Samaritans come In. 
WeVe discreet, sympathetic and completely 
unshockable. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90, 
or you can e-mail us on jo@samaritans.org 

Tiie Samaritans 
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Branson tells Brussels BA is using bullying tactics 


British Airways is employing the 
tactics of drug barons to illegally 
stifle competition, Richard 
Branson told an EU hearing 
yesterday. Katherine Butler in 
Brussels said the Virgin boss is 
seeking a European ruling which 
he claims will give passengers 
cheaper fares and better service. 


British Airways uses bullying tactics to en- 
sure that big corporate customers do not 
switch to smaller rival airlines such as Vir- 
gin Atlantic, Richard Branson alleged yes- 
terday. According to the Branson legal 
team, BA's discounting strategy was a 
“classic case" of a com pan y abusing its dom- 

inant position cm the market, in dear breach 
of European Union competition rules. 

Yesterday a panel of European Com- 
mission and EU member state competition 
experts listened to the evidence from both 


sides in an effort to decide whether British 
Airways was guilty of abusing its dominant 
position to retain custom on die most lu- 
crative routes. If they uphold the complaint 
by Virgin’s boss, the EC could impose a fine 
of up to 10 per cent, of BA’s worldwide 
turnover. A preliminary assessment by 
the commission concluded that die dis- 
counts system operated by BA appeared 
to flout the relevant article off the EU treaty. 

hope and believe [die conmnssiOfl] will 
levy the marininm fin e which in this case 


could be tens of millions of pounds," Mr 
Branson said after the hearing. . 

Comparing BA senior management to . 
a cartel of drug lords, Mr Branson saidtheir 
main tactic was to •‘terrify” travel agents by 


year which could only be repealed the fol- 
lowing year if the agent managed to increase 
the percentageof business tied up with BA. 
This led to travd agents “lyingT to customeia,- 
He said BA also used “invidious" de- 
vices such as offering corporate customers 


discounts on routes which Virgin did not 
fly in exchange Ear promises thatlhey will 
commit all tbtur other business to BA even 
on routes where Virgin is cheaper. He said 
discounting per se was not .the -issue but 
rather the fact thatBiitishAh^^etgoyed 
a monopoly on slots at Heathrow airport 
- -Mr Branson said that the only reason 
why businesses flew with BA on certain 
routes “is because the? are forced to by their 
enjpktyere”; eating Citibank. British Tele- 
com and Bankets ifnst among the com- 


panies Virgin had lost thanks to exclusive 
Hftais with BA. Virgin, he said, had been 
“almost driven out of business" four years 
ago by BA’s “dirty tricks*’ campaign- 
BA claims that discounting is standard 
practice in the air-transport business. But 
Mr Branson called on the commission to 
create a level playing field. The result he 
said would be a fairer deal for smaller air- 
lines such as British Midland, Easiyjet and 
more competition on hundreds of routes. 
An EU ruling is expected early next year. 


Train drivers turn 
into a rare breed 


Train drivers are joining the 
ranks of computer program- 
mers. accountants and 
lawyers as companies com- 
pete for their services. Rail 
operators are being forced to 
cast around for experienced 
crew with advertisements 
aimed at luring them away 
from competitors. 

With salaries at about 
£20,000 they have a long way 
to go before matching the 
professions, but industry ob- 
servers believe a chronic short- 
age of drivers will inevitably 
mean bigger pay packets. 

Ironically, just months ago 
train companies were sacking 
drivers in order to cut costs. 
But they now realise they 
may have gone too far.VIrgm 
and Great North Eastern 
Railway are among seven 
companies to have taken out 
adverts in the latest issue of 


privatisation, drivers' leaders 
argued that die break-up of the 
system would enable the union 
to target companies ooe by one 
in order to raise wages. The 
scramble to hire drivers could 
mean that the market place 
wQI do the job for them. 

Part of the problem is that 
privatisation eroded the net- 
work's infrastructure for 
training drivers and Aslef be- 
lieves that companies have 
tried to get away with a min- 
imum number of employees 
to try to save money. Lew 
Adams, the union's general 
secretary, said that in the 
companies’ rush to shed 
labour they had not account- 
ed for drivers' holidays, sick 
leave or absence for training. 

The operators point out 
that they are faced with a 
growing number of passengers 
and that the old State-owned 


Locomotive Journal, the train British Rail had recruited 


drivers' union journal in an at- 
tempt to attract recruits. 

Recent negotiations in- 
volving Aslef, the drivers' 
union, have meant that the old 
basic wage sysLem with a 
byzantine structure of bonus- 
es and allowances, has been 
abandoned in favour of 
salaries which give drivers 
the kind of benefits enjoyed 
by white collar workers. 

While bitterly opposing 


relatively few drivers in the 
decade before the industry 
was sold off. Since privatisa- 
tion, many of the older drivers 
nearing retirement have opt- 
ed to leave the industry, thus 
exacerbating the shortage. 

South West Trains and 
Regional Railways North East 
were recently penalised by the 
franchising director after ser- 
vices were cut because of a 
lack of staff. — Barrie Oemenf 
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Guessing game: Angry at rail companies giving inaccurate information about services and tickets, the regulator wants to set enforceable standards 


Photograph: Philip Meech 


Rail regulator wants power to enforce higher standards 


The train information 
system is ‘simply not 
good enough’, says the 
rail regulator. Barrie 
Cfement finds the industry 
may have to revert to 
letting people ring local 
stations for information. 


Train operators could face 
tough new standards after it was 
found that on average one in ten 
passengers were given the 
wrong travel information. 

Some two in ten inquirers are 
misled when tickets are bought 
in advance and when passengers 
ask about Sunday travel the 
proportion rises to one-third. 
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TWo in ten disabled passengers 
are not given the correct facts 
to meet their special needs. 

John Swift, the rail regula- 
tor, said the performance of die 
operators was “simply not good 
enough" and be is to seek en- 
forceable standards for ticket 
sales and information. 

Having set targets for the 
number of calls to be answered 
by the National Rail Enquiry 
Service, Mr Swift said he was 
now anxious to ensure that cus- 
tomers were not misled. He de- 
rided any suggestion that there 
were insurmountable complex- 
ities: “After all, this is not rock- 
et science," he said. It should be 
possible to provide accurate, up- 
to-date information about 
scheduled services. 

Mr Swift indicated that he 
would call on companies to con- 


Labour blocks 
free left turns at 
red traffic lights 

The Government yesterday gave 
a thumbs down to uncontrolled 
turns to the left at traffic lights. 
Transport minister Glenda Jack- 
son told MPs in the Commons 
that ministers were not in favour 
of a proposed adaptation to the 
system in the United States - 
where they drive on the right - 
turning right on red at traffic sig- 
nals being introduced in Britain. 

Although the department 
was looking at the possibility of 
grading road traffic with amber 
arrows, she said that allowing 
traffic to turn left on a red traf- 
fic light signal would compro- 
mise safety. 

Ms Jackson's remarks came 
after Tory MP Sir Michael 
Spicer (Worcestershire Wbst) 
asked the Government to con- 
sider introducing the system at 
certain road junctions. He said 
the system had “greatly in- 
creased traffic flows” in the US. 

“Traffic conditions in this 
country ... have reached near 
crisis proportions. There are 
times when it comes to a com- 
plete standstill" he said, adding 
that a recent study had shown 
that it took a cyclist 18 minutes 
to make a 1.7-mile journey 
through London while a mo- 
torist took 38 minutes. 

Ms Jackson said signalling sys- 
tems would become more “com- 
plex", bolding out the possibility 
of introducing amber filter lights 
to give drivers more warning of 

when they were allowed to turn 
at a junction. But she said that, 
unlike the US. Britain's traffic 
lights responded to the approach 
of vehicles, which” reduces un- 
necessary delays and the need to 
introduce uncontrolled tuns”. 


sider providing public lines to in- 
dividual stations so passengers 
could get accurate local infor- 
mation not available nationally. 

The survey on which Mr 
Swift based Ms comments was 
carried out by a team of “mys- 
tery shoppers" in January and 
March this year. He insisted 
they did not use “trick ques- 
tions” and concentrated on the 
genuine needs of passengers. 

Some 3,705 inquires were 
made at staffed stations and 894 
at telephone information bu- 
reaux. “The results of this sur- 
vey _ wOi now be used to set 
standards of performance which 
operators will have to meet if 
they are to avoid enforcement 
action." 

Unsurprisingly, rail staff 
achieved the highest success rate 
cm straightforward transactions 


for immediate travel where 
there were no alternative route 
or fare options. Here, 96 per 
cent of questions were an- 
swered accurately. The worst 
performance was registered for 
advance purchases involving 
travel on Sunday with Apex or 
other quota-restricted options 
available - 34 per cent of an- 
swers were defective. 

Researchers found no sys- 
tematic bias against rival train 
operators and customers were 
just as likely to be undercharged 
as overcharged. 

Mr Swift said there would be 
further investigations and the 
priority of the next survey, to be 
carried out as early as possible 
next year, would be to collect 
data so that performance league 
tables for operators could be 
drawn up. 


Better news for the industry 
came when the regulator an- 
nounced that the national in- 
quiry service had met its 90 per 
cent target for answering 
queries. The companies were 
fined £250,000 for failing to 
reach the target from 27 August 
to 14 September and a further 
£100,000 for underachieving 
from 15 September to 12 Oc- 
tober. A proportion of 92 per ‘ 
cent was achieved between 13 
October and 9 November. 

Ivor Wa (burton, of the As- 
sociation of Haw Operating 
Companies, insisted that sales 
staff would do a better job next 
time they were tested and ac- 
knowledged there was a need to 
invest more in information tech- 
nology. He pointed out that the 
regulator bad commented that 
rail staff did a good job. 
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A turn at the drilll: Roughnecks at work on an offshore oil rig in the Neftyanyye Kami oilfield 
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West lays its bets as the Caspian’s black gold flows 


4 


The first stage of the rush for 
Caspian oil ended yesterday with a 
celebration in Azerbaijan, but 
plenty of snares lie ahead. As Phil 
Reeves reports from the Azeri 
capital, Baku, the West is engaged 
both in a new Great Game and a 
considerable gamble. 


Eighty miles out in the Caspian Sea yes- 
terday, a group of politicians and oilmen 
stood on an oil platform, dipped their hands 
into a bucket of oil, and smeared it on their 
faces. Oil smearing is a tradition in the 
Caspian nation of Azerbaijan when people 
waot to celebrate. The officials - who in- 
cluded ministers from Britain, the US. Rus- 
sia and Azerbaijan’s President himself - 
were anointing themselves with the first ofl 
to be extracted from Azerbaijan's Caspian 
oil fields in partnership with the West. 

The eviJ-smelling slime on their cheeks 
symbolised the end of the first chapter in 
a race for one of the most prized energy 
resources of the next century. It has been 
a tense period when the newly-independent 
Azerbaijan carefully parcelled out its oil 
wealth to a group of international oil com- 
panies in an effort to strike a geopolitical 
balance that would keeps its neighbours at 


bay. The oil in question was extracted by a 
US-dominated consortium led by British fte- 
troleum - the Azerbaijan International 
Operating Company (AIOC). With the 
Azeri government, it is leading the path to 
the ex-Soviet republic's o3 deposits, thought 
to be about twice those in the North Sea. 

So far -despite the odds -they have suc- 
ceeded without igniting any of the explosive 
issues that dot the map. Yesterday, in- 
ternational ofl executives, western diplomats 
and Azerbaijani officials were united in self- 
congra relation. It was a “great turning 
point in the region” and a “remarkable mo- 
ment m modem history” . the US energy sec- 
retary. Frederico Pena, told an audience 
locked into a Soviet concert hall in Baku for 
five hours of speeches. 

Yet, for all the thunderous applause, the 
assembled investors knew this was not only 
a rerun of the last century’s Great Game; 
they are also engaged m a great gamble. 
What, for example, happens if Azerbaijan's 
president, Haidar Aliyev, the chief architect 
of the deal departs from power? He is 74 
years old, a statistic that his aides airily wave 
aside. “Our President does not smoke or 
drink,” said a presidential spokesman. “He 
is a very healthy man indeed.” 

At present, no successor is in view. But 
his rule over this snail republic will end well 
before the aim-wrestling over its riches, pro- 
ducing a power vacuum that could easily 


destabilise the region. There is a “key suc- 
cession issue”, said Foreign Office minis- 
ter Derek Fatchett after returning from the 
smearing ritual. Since achieving power in 
1993. Mr Aliyev has transformed himself 
from a Politburo hardliner to an Azerbai- 
jani nationalist who rules his semi-desert 
territory with an iron hand. A former head 
of the Soviet-era Azeri KGB, he is well 
versed m the murky arte of propaganda and, 
in particular, the personality cult- News- 
papers and television are censored. 

None of this has lessened the rush from 
Western governments, who trip over them- 
selves to carry favour. Yesterday, Tony Blair 
invited him to Number 10; it is, the Gov- 
ernment argues, better to do business 
with those you seek to change than to spurn 
them. 

Next year, Mr Aliyev faces re-election, 
a process that is widely seen as a foregone 
conclusion. “When it comes to the next elec- 
tion, it is just a question of whether Aliyev 
gets 99 percent or 99.1 percent,” said one 
senior western executive. He rules the roott 
unchallenged, despite a list of social prob- 
lems that would unseat many others. New 
banks, restaurants and super-chic boutiques 
are spouting up among the boulevards of 
Baku, which already has two British pubs. 

But most ofthe country is very poor. Nor 
is the uncertain succession the only doud 
threatening the Caspian's deceptively calm 


waters. International oil companies have 
been pouring in investment dollars -some 
Slbn (£620m) from the AIOC alone - even 
though no agreement has yet been reached 
in a legal battle over how to carve up the 
Caspian among its bordering nations. And 
there are also the volatile forces that lurk 
beneath the tense surface of the Irans- Cau- 
casus - particularly the unresolved issue of 
the conflict between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. 

Moves by the United States to build 
stronger relations with Azerbaijan have 
prompted the Russians and the Iranians to 


tighten their bonds with the Armenians in 
an effort to counterbalance Washington's 
rising influence in the Caspian and Baku's 
growing power. 

The path of the main pipeline is among 
the most crucial issues of all. No matter 
what path Azeri ofl takes to its western mar- 
kets, it will cross territory dotted with small 
ware, troubled ethnic groups and geopo- 
litical strife. Hvo smaller routes have already 
been chosen for the first oil - one. which 
is open, through Russia via Chechnya to 
the Black Sea; the other, which will open 
next year, across Georgia to the Black Sea. 


But the main pipeline has long been a bone 
of contention. 

It now seems certain to run through 
Georgia and Turkey to the port of Ceyhan. 
This is the most expensive of three proposed 
rouies (the others run along the path of the 
two smaller pipes). But yesterday - to the 
annoyance of the Russians- Mr Rma made 
clear that the Turkish option had Wash- 
ington’s support. The Americans are not 
alone. Above all the route is also backed 
by President Aliyev, the elderly ex-Soviet 
apparatchik whose hand most of the rest 
of the world now wants to clasp. 


Peace pipe: Wealth soothes the troubled 
range waters of a hostile post-Soviet world 


Ufi 


In a region where ethnic 
conflict seemed to have 
no end, economic 
change may prove to be 
the key that unlocks 
surprising doors. Gayane 
Afnkian reports on 
unexpected side-effects 
of tiie oil boom. 
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The promise of benefits from oil 

reserves in Azerbaijan is paying 
dividends in the prospects for 
peace with its neighbour, Ar- 
menia, which supported 
Nagorno-Karabakh when it ai- 
tempted to break away from 
Baku in 1988. 

Levon Tfer-Petrosyan, the 
Armenian President, stunned 
observers with a recent ground- 
breaking statement on the dis- 
puted enclave of Nagorny- 
Karabakh. Mr Ter-Petrosyan 
abraptfy broke with his own pre- 
vious position by saying that it 
was. unrealis tic for Karabakb to 
gain independence or unite 
with Armenia. In a newspaper 
article published simultane- 
ously in Rusaa and Armenia last 
week, he talked of the “fatal il- 
lusion that Karabakb ’s enemy 
is Azerbaijan” . 

Increasingly, pip^es 8,10 
l\ peace have become intercon- 

nected. All countries in the re- 

.i; gkm are comfortably situated to 

V. benefit from the vast Caspian 

resources which will bring ‘D- 
ill.® ter dependence between nos- 

ji‘.V tile and economically 



past: Nagorno-Karabakh, scene of cMI war, may 

nZiZmaee Photograph: Rex Features 

now find peace ° 


devastated post-Soviet re- 
publics. Armenia fears being left 

out of the ofl game * 

reaches a compromise with 
Azerbaijan- Mr I&r-Petrmyan 
said that a compromise soUUjod 
was unavoidable in d* e fece^of 

international opposition tom- 
dependence for Karabakh, and 

thru Armenia’* interests lay in 
achieving a compromise now, 

wfaije its position is still slrong- 


Such a dramatic shift in Mr 
Ter-Petrosyan’s position is 
prompred by the fact that cash- 
strapped Armenia's chances of 
hosting an oil pipeline to cany 
Azeri oil to world markets rest 
on rapprochement with Baku. 

The direct route for a 
pipeline to cany Caspian oil 
from Baku to the west goes 
through Armenia to the Turkish 
Mediterranean port of Ceyhan. 


Haidar Aliyev, the Azeri 
President, has publicly suggest- 
ed that be would consider a 
pipeline through Armenia if the 
two countries can settle their dis- 
pute ewer Nogocoo-Karabakh. A 
compromise solution would help 
normalise Arm enia ’s relations 
with neighbouring Turkey. At 
present, the border between 
two countries is closed - not least 
because of historic tensions 
which go back to the Turkish 
genocide of Armenians in 19X5. 
Such an opening up to Turkey 
would enable Armenia to weak- 
en its current partial depen- 
dence on Russia. 

Huge Armenian demons- 
trations demanding indepen- 
dence for Karabakh began in 
1988. The issue quickly devel- 
oped into the first major ethnic 
conflict of the Gorbachev era 
and played a key role in the 
lead-up to the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. Around 35,000 
people were killed in the war, 
which has been stalemated 
since Armenians took control 
over the enclave and the sur- 
rounding area in 1994. 

In the oil nidi, the Nagorno- 
Karabakh issue has become a 
problem of the international 
community. While investing bil- 
lions of dollars in Azerbaijan, it 
is a challenge for Western com- 
panies to get the ofl out from die 
explosive region. 

Ofl will inevitably change 
the geopolitics of the regjon; this 
is the first serious sjgn of a break- 
through in almost 10 years of 
conflict. 
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Against living too dose to the 


A lot of the London 

domestic architecture 

which has truly taken 
flight, has been high in 
the air. Nonie Niesewand 

looks at forces and 

fashions that lead 
forever upwards. 


Architectural fashions ebb and 
flow and fashion very often 
makes mockery of argument 
When public housing went 
storey upon storey skywards in 
the Sixties it was touted as a 
solution both desirable and 
necessary. Within a decade or 
so it had become anathema. 
Housing should be on a human 
scale; everybody should haw 
their own garden. Thus wffl 
people be better socialised and 
better behaved. 

It would have been hard to 
find somebody to make the 
argument for tower blocks for 
anybody, even architects. That 
has changed; fashionable urban 
middle-class people are far 
from blind to the virtues of 
high-rise urban living. Increas- 
ing is the number for whom the 

suburban idyll and the turn-of- 
the-century villa hold no charm. 

Yesterday evening at the 
London School of Economics 
a group of architects met to dis- 
cuss not just the desirability of 
a high-rise future, but its 
necessity. The event was called 
A Date with Density - New 
Homes in London. 

In the urban regeneration 
work that one of the participants, 

Wendy Shill am, undertakes in 

London, the solution to high-ri9e 
high density is higher densiiy.To 
accomm odate the same number 
of people in low-rise housing 
means swallowing aU avail able 
space on the ground, with a re- 
sultant lack of public amenities 
and a more miserable existence 
for inhabitants. But going up in 
tower blocks with careful man- 
agement of the spaces in be- 
tween means that you can create 

good places to inhabit - play- 
grounds and squares. Cars be- 
long in the streets, she believes, 
and communal spaces are es- 
sential. And living in a tower 
block is not necessarily unpop- 
ular with the inhabitants. 

“People who look into the 
incidence of crime in cities see 
little correlation between high 
density and high crime. In fact 
the greater correlation is be- 


tween poverty and crime. What 

is worse is the fear of crime." 

But ask the participants 
which existing public tower 
block or high-density estate 
they admir e and they arc haXd 
pushed to name one. Even 
Goldfinger’sTreDickTower, so- 
cial hnraang whidi has such a 
strong profile in brutalist con- 
crete, very popular with archi- 
tects (some of whom live there), 
wasn’t a favourite. “I’m not a 
great admirer, though the mid- 
dle dass trendies like it. It’s not 
what you’d call joyful - reminds 
me of a penitentiary,” Terry 'Far- 
rell says reflectively. “Though 
rve never been made the Bar- 
bican, I quite like the more ex- 
pressive, almost Baroque feel of 
the Barbican building.” 


renovation at Battersea, but if 
the Hong Kong index wobbles 
any more, it might slow down 
the development,” 

Harry Handdsman launched • 
the idea of downtown duciacen- 
tral London’s abandoned ware- 
houses andfactork&to make loft 
living fashionable. Gritty photo- 
graphs marketing Manhattan 
Lofts manage to make old NCP 
car-parks or smoke-grey cement 
textile mills look cuohig-edge 
cool, along with the pictures of 
blati cabs ami frcc-v^oding pi- 
geons in Trafalgar Square to set 
the scene. 

Asked to commend a new 
high-rise building as good, be 
nominates one of his own, Sur- 
prising^ enough, he may be 
right. Td really like to nomi- 
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Lesley Chalmers, who has 
just resigned as chief executive 
of Kings Cross Partnership, 
y kes the Barbican. She lives 
there. “I love to live above the 
ground. I like people around, 

and I sold my car since I came 

to London, so I have to be cen- 
tral I think this is a demo- 
graphic trend, part of marriages 
breaking up, children leaving 
home, and part-time workers. 
This suggestion that everyone 

wants a house with a garden is 

from the past, a Utopian view 
that isn’t right for today.” 

Harry Handelsman, chair- 
man of Manhattan Loft Com- 
pany and the entrepreneur who 

expensive high-rise and 
loft living fashionable in Lon- 
don, thinks the Barbican is 
quite good, “though it is a bit 
of a wind tunneL And I like the 
look of the Richard Rogers 
Montevetro Hovis flour mill 


nate my Bankside conversion 
next to the newlhte as the best 
example of high-density living, 
but I can’t, it would be biased.” 

He likes Bankside so much 

that he bought the penthouse cm 
this seven-storeyed block (not 
exactly high rise). It used to be 
an ugly Sixties-built block ad- 
joining a Victorian warehouse, 
to which the architect Piers 
Gough added extra floors in a 
tower to make 134 apartments. 
Gough kept the fagade simple, 
puncturing it where needed 
with suitably industrial win- 
dows, and reconfigured the in- 
side, “a bit like pre-shrunk 
jeans. We structure the building 
to get the fit and then the pur- 
chaser steps into it,” says Gough- 
This is housing for the 
affluent, but as a template for 
other housing it has its rele- 
vance, which will grow stronger 

as the new century goes on. 


A lofty ideal 
The developer 

Harry 

Handelsman 
nominated his 
Bankside 
conversion next 
to the new Tate 
in London as the 
best example of 
hlgh-density 
living. He 
bought the 
penthouse suite 

(above) himself 

Photographs: 

Brian Harris 



The RAF took out a 


Berlin museum. Berlin wants a Brit to put it back 


The Neues museum, 
first bombed and then 
neglected, will be 
restored by a young 
British architect, David 
Chipperfield. Who did 
he beat to the contract? 
None other than the 
man behind Bilbao’s 
Guggenheim museum. 
Why did he win? 

Nonie Niesewund explains 


News this week that David 
Chipperfield had beaten Frank 
Gehry to design the £100m 
Neues museum in Berlin was a 
bit of a bombshell The Neues 
museum — not so uew since 
Stuller designed it in the 19th 
century to house their classical 
antiquities - is no stranger to 
bombs going off, having lost one 
of its wings to the RAF during 
the Second World War. 

Next door to Schinkel’s 
Altes museum and the Perga- 
mon in what used to be East 
Berlin, its contents, including 
Nefertiti’s exquisite little head, 

have been stopping out all over 
town as years of neglect took its 
toll on the partially ruined 
building, with its elaborate in- 
teriors sporting columns and 
colourful frescos. 

The museum’s directors, 
funded by the stale and moni- 
tored by the Berlin building 
preservationists, determined to 

restore the museum, and at the 

same time introduce new exhi- 
bition space and link it to its two 
haughty museum-piece neigh- 
bours. The first phase of a 

competition in 1994 was won by 

an Italian rationalist. Giorgio 
Grassl Then the project went 
on ice - as the German’s say, 
verwessen - until 1996, when 
Gre *si was told that he hadn t 
satisfied the brief. 

The second phase of the 
competition began with five 


architects invited to submit 

drawing. Tbe final phase of the 

competition, Frank Gehry vs 
David Chipperfield, was staged 
in Berlin last Monday, when 
they set out to convince a 10- 
man jury of the integrity of their 
schemes. 

Chipperfield and Gehry 
come from different encte of the 
architectural spectrum. Gehry 
offers groovy curves, Chipper- 
field right-angled rectitude. 

Gehry’s Guggenheim mu- 
seum in Bilbao has been bailed 
(by David Chipperfield, among 
others) as the most important 
building of the century. Before 
it even opened, it was already 
as important a masterpiece as 
the works of art it housed. 
Gehr/s sinuous shapes mean 
that his buildings are described 
as bird wings, boats, fish tails, 
shiatsu energy flow. 

Chipperfield’ s solid, set- 
square geometry with a certain 
lofty stretch in scale and a 
delicacy in the grid- like open- 
ings is pure and refined - “like 
Schoenberg’s music, to be stud- 
ied, not read.” says Alberto 
Campo Baeza in a monograph 
published by G Giti on Qnp- 
perfield. This approach won 
him commissions like the new 
Joseph menswear shop in 
Brampton Cross, London, and 
the timbered Henley rowing 
museum that is anything but 
wooden. He has a high profile 
in the United States, where be 
is designing hotels for Brian 
McNally in Miami and New 
York, a house in Martha’s Vine- 
yard for Doris Sa a t ch i. and 
the Hollywood star Thin Ford’s 
bouse in London. 

Three years of dithering 

and bickering aver the right way 

to restore the original Neues 
Museum and bring it into line 
with the 21st century split the 
museum team between those 
members looking for the 
“wow” factor and the historians 
looking at the heritage. Fuddy- 
duddy restoration or a radical 



David Chipperfield and his model museum (right, in its curr ^* n Rd Xavier 

SbnUveep everything that Is original* 


new building? The Emperor’s 
new dothes or a Greek toga. 
Heir Buber, the manager of the 
Staatlich museum, and all the 
director of theNeues museum 

openly promoted Gehiy. By the 
time the jury met in Berlin with 


vationists vs radical reformers. 

Chipperfield, who was first, 
g^ve a brilliant performance. 
He handed out copies of a book 
with sketches, photographs and 
text for which be paid £100 for 
each volume in an edition of 10. 


jme the jury w patiently, he ex- 

a s-upport | Cast that swell ed ,lh^ the 

A Conser- eiiatag bdildmg *>d how he 


planned to deal with each one. 
One of his pluses was that he 
accepted the strengths of the 
building and sought to give a 
new interpretation of what was 
there while reconstructing as 
little as possible. This is as dif- 
ficult as it sounds and requires 
great delicacy. 

“The analogy ihat 1 always 


use is that of a broken Greek 
vase. You restore jt by betiding 
the fragments in white plaster 
so that you can discover the fig- 
ure and the form and see what 
supports it and gives it sub- 
stance - not to reinterpret it, or 
worse, attempt to replicate it." 

So much for the style. Now 
tbe content. Chipperfield’s 


patient sleuthwork on every 
piece to be exhibited in the 
Neues museum undermined 
Gehiy’s proposal for a dazzling 
new triple-height exhibition 
hall. Looking at every single 
object that the Neues would 
house convinced Chipperfield 
that what the museum needed 
was rooms, good old-fashioned 
rooms. “The objects are either 
huge, like friezes, or small and 
displayed in (it showcases. [ told 
them: everything you own is just 
asking for rooms and the right, 
controlled light, not to be 
shown off in big. open spaces." 

In the gap where the bomb 
took out an entire wing. Frank 
Gehry proposed building a 
whole new exhibition space 
with curvaceous stairs, in direct 
contrast to the restored old 
building. Chipperfield looked 
upon the whole as one contin- 
uous project, without any inter- 
ventions that would oppose it. 
Ashe explains, “Don’t yin and 
yang it.” 

Having resolved the critical 
reconstruction and talked them 
through in sequences, he ex- 
plained what he calls “soft 
restoration", for which four 
years’ work at the Leipzig Bank 
proved a dress rehearsal for his 
practice. “Keep everything that 
is original. When restoring, 
make sure there is nothing 
synthetic about it. Don’t take off 
the render on the facade and 
redo the whole thing. Keep it, 
patch it in the same colour, but 
make sure it is seen to be new. 
Not glaringly evident, but not 
faking it. To understand the 
fragments, you need to under- 
stand the surrogate form and 
maintain that authenticity.’’ 

. This vogueishly palimpset 
approach lets fragments and 
traces of the past shine through. 
It is more subtle than mere 
collage. This is no cut-aud- 
paste job. any more than it is a 
painstaking reconstruction. 

A palimpset is a parchment 
on which an earlier manuscript 


has been erased to make a dean 

surface for a new page. Having 
been written upon twice, the 
original writing sometimes 
shows through. The philo- 
sopher Jacques Derrida first 
used the word to explain the 
Post-Modern condition. The 
trendspotter Gore Vidal called 
his autobiography Palimpset, 
and architects such as Peter 
Eisenman, who designed 
Checkpoint Charlie in Berlin 
when the wail was still there, 
used it to explain “site-related 
geometry”. 

David Chipperfield avoids 
any -isms, co nfining himself to 
the belief that Modernism is 
now ready to accept the past 
and that Modernists are not 
ideologically against histori- 
cism. “Modernists who made 
the brave new world had to 
make sure that it looked like 
that. We don't. We have the 
freedom to admit memory and 
to acknowledge that figure, 
and form, and texture are im- 
portant It’s not an ideology, all 
this debate about knocking 
down or preservation. Keep the 
evidence, use tbe traces.’’ • (fi 
They applauded Chipper- f 
field at -the end of the presen- 
tation, and as he landed in 
London four hours later his 
mobile phone was r inging . He 
had won. 

Now Frank Gehry must be 
nursing a bit of jet-lag. But when 
he was pacing the waterfront . 
outside the Gu ggenh eim in Bil- 
bao before its official opening, 
admiring the titanium burnish 
of his brand-new building, I 
asked him about his stated am- 
bition to submit competition en- 
tries to build the Laban dance 
centre in London. He is fa- 
mously sore about the fact that 
nobody in Britain ever com- 
missioned a buildmg from, him- - 
“ Oh no, I withdrew,” he said. 
“Leave it to one of the young : 
architects who really needs ft.’*' 'A 
I hope that he can console 
himself with that now. . 


The day 
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Ian and Anthony Erskine: twins in life, twins in death 

Ian Inlrlna * ■ — 


Ian Irsldne was found 
hanged last Saturday; 
fast year his twin brother 
had been kicked to 
death as he attempted 
to defend his father. 

Jack O’SuBivan reports. 

Nobody seems to have beentoo 

.surprised to hear that Ian Er- 
skine was found hanging from 
a tree last Saturday momkig. 
Everyone could see that he 
hadn’t been coping since the 
death of Anthony, his twin 
, brother. 

M ; Thlland lanky, the 21 -year- 
old would stand by his house mi 
the dreary Clopton council es- 
tate in Stratford-upon-Avon, 
arms folded, staring at passers- 
by, at war with the world. In 

truth, though people felt sorry 
for him, he was a bit frighten- 
ing, But then, he had a lot to 
be angry about Anthony had 

died last year after a fight in that 

same front garden, where fierce 
hatred springing from years of 
bad blood between two families 
was channelled into a few 
moments of vicious, fatal kicks 
to his head. 

As a result, the Erskines had 
become the focus of national 

^publicity. They were a hard- 

^rworkiflg Catholic family who 
had bettered themselves by 
buying their three- bedroom 
house. For that, said the papers, 
they had been loathed as 
“stuck-up" snobs by the Collins 
family two doors down, “a dan 
ofyobbish, work-shy jailbirds”. 
And it was the boot of their 
teenage son, Damian Collins, 
that struck the fatal blows. 
Anthony Erskine became the 
fallen hero of those who fear 
that Britons are in retreat from 
hooligans in Britain’s badlands. 
Collins and Mark Hemmens, 
22. who also took part in the 
brawl, were convicted of 
murder. 

^ The Erskines soldiered on in 
*heir tidy borne, where a solid, 
dark wooden front door coolly 
defends the respectability of 
home ownership. But Ian fal- 
tered. He was lost without 
Anthony. - 

. . “They were glued t ogetberr 
says Peggy Bregaxzi. a’W-year- 
old, big, brash Liverpudlian, 
whose home - “Pe ggy ’s flat” - 
became virtually a youth dub 
for the Erskine hoys and their 
generation of friends. A photo- 
graph of Anthony still stands on 
her side cabinet, near a jar into 
which her gang of youngsters 
has this week dropped money 



Inseparable: 
tan Erskine 
(left) with 
his brother 
Anthony. 
Their 
tragedy is 
so stark 
that it was 
told in 
headlines 


to pay for a wreath for Ian. 
“The twins were inseparable,” 
she recalls. “They stuck to- 
gether through thick and thin 
If one got into trouble, the other 
would try to cover up. But if Ian 
had been the one to die first, 
Anthony would have survived. 
He would have been able to 
hold off. Anthony was more 
stable. Ian was always nervous 
and fidgety. Anthony looked 
after him because he was the 
stronger one.” 

It surprised many local 
people that it was Anthony, not 
Ian, who had perished in that 
fight. Ian was the hothead the 
“gobby” one, as they say in 
Stratford. At 6ft, he was tall and 
physically robust, with a temper 
his mother always warned 
would get him into trouble; a 
loner; a low achiever, who had 
to attend a special school and. 
found it difficult to get a job. 
When he did, he lost it within 
weeks. 

Anthony was calm, brighter 
and slight, even dainty beside 
his taller twin; he was a peace- 
maker, with plenty of friends. 
When Anthony got a holiday 
job at Stratford Egg Farm, Ian 
joined him. But when the pair 
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left school, Ian stayed where he 
was and Anthony moved on to 
Debenhams, working his way 
up to be employee of the 
month. The Erskine children 
were fiercely protective of Ian, 
whom . Peggy remembers as a 
chfid in tiny, steel-rimmed 
spectacles being bullied in the 
street. Even Natalie, his 
younger sister, backed him up, 
getting him a job at foe Strat- 
ford clothes shop where she 
worked. 

But that world fell apart 
when Anthony left the house 


last year to take on those who 
had been verbally abusing his 
father. 

Hemmens and Ooliins were 
convicted of murder. But what 
happened was perhaps more 
complicated. Shakespeare 
would have understood. His 
tales are full of teenage brawl- 
ing that goes wrong, as in 
Romeo and Juliet, when "tybajt 
dies as a result of the age-old 
feud between foe Montagues 
and Capukts. The killing of An- 
thony Erskine, like the death of 
TJbalt, was not an assassaatioa. 


but a fight among young people 
that got out of control 
The Clopton estate, for all 
its working-class residents, 
many of them on benefit and 
many of them single mothers, 
has an old-style rural feel about 
it. It is close-knit and inward- 
looking. a succession of roads 
wrapped around each other. 
Deborah Earl is, for example, 
one of five generations living 
within a minute's walk of each 
other. Mrs Earl, 39, lives with 
her daughter Gemma Jel£ 19, 
and her seven-month-old baby. 


Around the corner, Mrs Earl's 
mother cares for her own 99- 
year-old mother. 

There is an unambitious 
fa talism about some residents, 
who tend either to work m 
Campbell's cannery, or to iron 
shirts at home at £3 for a 
dozen. Phyacahty is part of life; 
it is not unusual for young 
women to be pregnant in their 
mid-teens. Boys fighting is just 
part of the landscape. 

“People were always fight- 
ing, but only in scuffles," recalls 
Michelle Barker. 19, a long- 
term friend of Natalie Erskine 
until Anthony's death left her 
on the wrong side of foe fam- 
ily feud. “AH you got was a black 
eye. No one ever ended up in 
hospital before.” 

There is grudging admir- 
ation for David Collins, father 
of Damian, who, though now a 
crumpled man, is still feared as 
"the hard man of Stratford”. 
People recall Damian, only 16 
at foe time of Anthony’s killing, 
being threatened by his father 
if he did not take part in fights, 
and one occasion when father 
attacked son with a baseball bat 

This is also a culture in 
which legality is treated with a 




The day a hairdresser gave me the cruellest cut of all 

VIRGINIA IRONSIDE WHAT READERS SAY 



DILEMMAS 

Sara used to have 
lovely long hair until a 
week ago, when a 
hairdresser persuaded 
her to have it all cut 
off. Now she feels 
desperate when she 
looks In a mirror. She 
doesn't want to wear a 
wig, and she knows ifll 
grow back eventually, 
so why is she reacting 
as she does? 


Ever since Samson’s hair was 
cut off by Delilah, we Ve always 
seen hair as a symbol of power. 

We talk of those American 
women with cascades of bouf- 
fenr hair rolling down their 
shoulders as having “power 
hair”. We talk of “bad hair 
days" when, simply because 
our hair isn't looking right. a 
whole day can seem to go 
wrong. Soldiers wear their hair 
cropped to show their great 
sense of strength and mas- 
culinity. Monks shave off then- 
hair to show their reverence for 
God. Whenever we're low 
we’re told to go out and get a 
new hairdo to make us feel bet- 
ter. How our hair is can not only 

change us inside; it can also be 
a metaphor for our very selves, 
and bow we want our inner 
selves to be seen outside. 

Small wonder poor Sarah is 
feeling suicidal. Is there, any- 
where, a single woman who, 
after a visit to the hairdresser, 
doesn't run home and either re- 
wash it, or run her fingers 
through it to calm it down and 
make it look more personal, 
more like “herself"? 

Hairdressers are not camp 
jokes, as they’re so often por- 
trayed, but powerful figures, 
like doctors and dentists. 
Otherwise why would wmmm 
confide so much in them . They 

have at their disposal a part of 

our body, and in ancienttnnes. 
and even today in some tribes, 
to eet a portion of your enemy s 
body eg a nail-clipping ° r a 
Sr! has often given great 
power. If a bad spell isjast 

using this scrap of 
body, it can be very effective, 
^Ueve. Some peopfe may 
beikve that the fear mvdved m 

Syourhaircutdrastically 


is a psychic throw-back to 
ancient fears that, however 
civilised and sensible we may 
appear, we all suffer at some 
primitive level. 

Marty, the heroine of 
Thomas Hardy’s The Wood- 
landers, cut off all her hair to 
sell to a barber when her father 
was short of money. After she 
had done it, “She would not 
turn again to foe little looking 
glass out of humanity to herself, 
knowing what a deflowered 
visage would look bade at her 
and almost break her heart; she 
dreaded it as much as did her 
own ancestral goddess the re- 
flection in the pool after the 
rape of her locks by Loke and 
Malicious”, who, for a cruel 
joke, cut off the hair of the wife 
of Thor. When she meets foe 
man she loves, who asks why 
her bead looks like an “apple 
on a gatepost” she replies “I've 
made myself ugly - and hate- 
ful - that’s why I’ve done.” Prac- 
tically, he replies, “You’ve only 
cut your hair - 1 see now.” 

Sara is not hateful, she just 
feels so. She feels she appears 
like a different person, that foe 
presents a horrible face to the 
world. But in fact she has “only 
cut her hair". And she should 
remember that no one can be 
persuaded to do anything that 
a bit of them doesn’t shghdy 
want to do anyway. She may not 
like the bit that agreed with the 
hairdresser, but it’s a bit of her- 
self foe must respect, and learn 
to love- It could be that it is a 
weak, childish bit of herself that 
foe fears and loathes. 

Or it coultiwell be tint it is 
a brave, positive and powerful 
bit of herself that frightens her 
- but, whatever, jt is part of her, 
and it needs to be accepted. 


Just be glad your hair 
will grow again 

Ten years ago, at foe age of 
13, 1 lost ad my hair including 
eyebrows and eyelashes. I 
have bad blood tests and seen 
speciaiisis, who cannot ex- 
plain my total alopecia. I wear 
a wig, which is undetectable 
even to my work colleagues. I 
am used to it now but cannot 
help feeling that you are very 
lucky to have hair. 

Miss K Playle 
Ilford. Essex 

Seek counselling 

This is not a trivial problem for 
Sara, so it is not a trivial prob- 
lem. Her long hair was dearly 
her crowning glory, and it 
seems as if the loss may have 
triggered off “memories" of 
some earlier trauma. Changes 
of feeling and emotion are of- 
ten dues that foe body needs 
care and attention. What caus- 
es me concern is foe depth of 
Sara’s depression, and the fact 
that foe mentions suidde. I 
would suggest counselling. 
Nicholas E Gough, Swindon 


Short hair is fun 
Short hair within our society 
generally means that a woman 
is capable of leading an orderly 
life, whereas women with long 
hair are looked on as glam- 
orous and full of mystery. This 
obviously is not foe case in the 
real world, and models and ac- 
tresses have proved that short 
hair is sety and fun. So the next 
time you look in foe mirror, 
think of Ten Hatcher, Meg 
.Ryan and UlrQca Jonsson, and 
how great they look with short 

hair . 

Ms M Asa 
London Nil 

Embrace the new you 
I speak as a hairdresser. If you 
had been 100 per cent enam- 
oured of your beautiful long 
hair, you would never have 
been persuaded to have it cm. 
1 suspect you were anticipating 
a new you. It is a new you, Sara; 
look at different make-up, 
colours, etc. If you feel the cut 
is well done, enjoy it 
Janet Whittaker 
Litdethorpe, Leicestershire 


I know how you feel 

My heart goes out to Sara. * 

All my life I have had long, 
thick, wavy hair, except for two 
occasions as a child when my 
mother cajoled me into having 
it cropped. Each time I was 
flattered and rewarded - only 
to feel bereft and desperate. 
Even now, aged 37, 1 am still 
petrified of having my hair cut. 

Yet this is not out of van- 
ity; what hurt was the loss of 
my identity. That is why Sara 
is grieving so badly. She says 
“1 just don't Jock like me any 
more” and I’m sure she does- 
n't. Indeed, people use drastic 
haircuts in times of trauma, 
when they don’t want to be 
their former selves any more. 

I once went to a hairdresser 
who tried her hardest to per- 
suade me to have it all cat off. 
Please note: her hair was very 
short. I think she was jealous. 
I did not give in. And I hope 
hers all fell out, the thought- 
less cow. 

Debbie Shhnman Green (Mrs) 
Hawkesbury Upton, 

South Gloucestershire 


NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA 


I recently did some tax work 
for my fatber-in-law. 1 spent 
several days on it. I saved them 
a huge amount of money, and 
all I got as a present was an 
egg-tuner. 

Kty in-laws are so mean and 
selfish - they’ve never offered 
to help our new baby, but 
we’ve had to entertain them 
and their distant relatives with 
four-course meals in four-star 
hotels. It’s all take and no give. 
My husband says I should 
change, and not be so gener- 


ous, and that they’re just like 
this, but I was taught that 
meanness is sinful and it is 
Christian to be thoughtful of 
others and generous. 

Now my father-in-law has 
just rung to ask for advice on 
shares he’s giving his other 
grandchild - not ours. He’s 
said that as we’re Labour sup- 
porters we don't believe in 
shareholding. Should I shoot 
him or poison him? What do 
you suggest? 

Barbara 


Letters are welcome, and every- 
one who has a suggestion 
quoted will be sent a bouquet 
from Interflora. 

Inicrflora. • personal exper- 
iences or comments to me at the 
features Department, The In- 
dependent', 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 
SDL (fax 0171-293 2182) by 

Tuesday morning. 

And if you have any dilem- 
ma of your own that you would 
like to share, please let me 
know. 


rural ciwwli 1 ^' es if foe resi- 
dents are Bring in a land beyond 
the law’s reach. The children 
are streetwise and form fierce- 
ty loyal groups. Asyoo chat with 

peopte over tea m smoky living- 
rooms, the talk is of so-and-so 

in jail for theft or some other 
petty offence. There is no sense 
of d isap proval 

It wasi’t a culture in which 
the Erskines felt comfortable. 
Dorothy Erskine, Maltese- 
born, brought with her a fierce 
work ethic. She kept her child- 
ren away from many of the 
locals. Anthony, being bright, 
went to St Benedict's school 
some distance away. “The Er- 
skines thought they were top- 
per than everyone else,” says 
Gemma Jelf, whose ex- 
boyfriend, Mark Hemmens, 
was convicted of Anthony’s 
murder. *T think it was because 
they have a bought bouse and 
they are more respectable." 
As another neighbour said: 
“They thought their kids were 
more than borstal kids, living 
where foe shit don't stink.” 
Peggy Bregazzi, matron of ho- 
nour at the Erskines* wedding, 
puts it another way: “They 
worked really hard for their kids 
and suffered from jealousy.” 

The killing of Anthony left 
this tiny community split down 
the middle, between those con- 
nected to the ldDers by kinship 
and friendship, and those closer 
to the Erskines. Even Peggy’s 
“family” of youngsters was split 
Mrs Hemmens, mother of 
Marie, says she feels sympathy 
for Dorothy Erskine. “She has 
always been pleasant to me. 
Even after Anthony’s death 
there was no nastiness, no 
threats, nothing. But I am griev- 
ing too, for my son. In the last 


couple of months I have found 
myself coming out of work dy- 
ing, and you don't stop all day. 

I thought it was aD blowing ovst, 

but now with Ian dying as well 
it’s aD started again.” 

Ian’s dea th was, perhaps, the 
final chapter in this tragedy. He 
had many problems, as his sis- 
ter Natalie said in statement 
after his death. Just before 
Anthony’s killing, the twins' best 
friend, Brian Clarke, had been 
trille d in a car accident. With his 
brother's death, he lost access 
to Anthony’s friends, who tend- 
ed to be alienated by Ian’s 
abrasive manner. And, asa man 
who confided in women, he lost 
that outlet when he recently 
split from a girlfriend. He was 
devastated after she had an 
abortion. She bad been preg- 
nant with twins. 

The moodiness of his youth 
began to take a bad turn in the 
absence of Anthony. Ian had 
been admitted to psychiatric 
care in recent years, but he was 
getting worse. On the Sunday 
before he died, he visited Peggy 
to bring her lunch, as foe Er- 
skines do every week. “He 
thought his friends had neg- 
lected him,” she recalls. “He 
couldn't hold a job down, and 
I think he felt he wasn't doing 
as well as he should have been." 

Ian Erskine disappeared 
last Thursday. He was finally 
found early on Saturday morn- 
ing hanging from a tree. To kill 
himself, he had gone to an area 
of woodland called foe Wel- 
come Hills. It was where he had 
played with Anthony as a child. 

On Monday his funeral will 
be at nearby St Gregory's, 
where Clopton's most famous 
twins once served Mass 
together. 
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We can safely declare New Labour’s hon- 
eymoon over. It couldn’t have continued 
for ever, of course, but the mann er of its 
/•ruling is interesting and should wonyTlmy 
Blair. Derision about the Formula One 
affair is widespread and justified. The 
blame can be levelled nowhere except 
Number 10. Had the Conservatives not 
been up to their nostrils in worse prob- 
lems before the election, and therefore an 
implausible prosecution team now, the 
damage to the new Government would 
have been worse. But as it is, William 
Hague had his best day at the despatch 
box yet and made some telling points at 
the Prime Minister’s expense. So wbatwent 
wrong and what can be done? 

Let us deal first with the main Tory at- 
tack on Blair - that he is an unprincipled 
opportunist reneging on promise after 
promise. This has some “political truth" 
- meaning that it will stick. There have 
been U-turns since 1 May, and some mal- 
adroit handling of tricky issues. Given that 
Labour was out of power for so long, ar- 


riving in power with so many high hopes 
and so many inexperienced people, it is 
hardly surprising. But the U-turns have not , 
(yet) been highly significant in policy terms. 
On the big questions of educational and 
political reform, Europe and the welfare • 
state, Mr Blair seems to be sticking to his 
guns. If he delivers there, then none of the 
rest of this will matter. It is small stuff. 
Mr Ha gu e is making a serious mistake in 
portraying the Prime. Minister as the cyn- 
ical boss of a governm ent of tricksters. It 
aynK wnplaiK ihle and therefore irretevanL 
and won't help the Tbries. Most ministers, ' 
including Ifcssa JoweQ, are people of 
honest conviction trying to improve the 
country. They mate mistakes; and the 
world is a tittle more complicated, perhaps, 
than it seemed in Opposition; and it is the 
duty of the Conservatives to point this out 
But we are not governed by char l ata n s. 

All that said,' there are contradictions 
in New Labour which die Ecdestone a ff ai r 
exposes. In zooming away from Old 
Labour dislike of entrepreneurs and busi- 


ness, the party’s leading reformers have 
gone too far the other way. From being 
people who could do no right, the ghtzi- 
er . tycoons have become people wbo can 
do no wrong. It started, no doubt, as a 
shrewd opposition strategy. Mr Blairs 

friendship with the big cats of corporate . 
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ers that the party really was pto^nterpnse. 

After 18 years in the wilderness, it realiy 

was necessary to show people that Labour 

wasn't simply an eternal pressure group. 
So the successful stars of the private sec- 
tor found themselves back-slapped, court- 
ed, flattered and consulted. Some, seeing 
the way the wind was blowing, gave 
Labour money. The cirde of 
friends” would always widen, it seemed, 
for a successful business supporte r. 

Nothing wrong, perhaps, in that, except 
that the Government seemed to forget that 
most business leaders are also lobbyists, 
responsible to shareholders 4ind looking 
for opportunities. They may be privately 
chuffed to meet the Prime Minister and 
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Post letters to Letters to the Editor 

and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail: letters@mdependenLco.uk 
E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. 
Utters mav be edited for length and clarity. 


Funding the theatre 

Sin Thank you, Polly Toynbee 
t article, 10 November), for fo- 
cusing attention on how the 
Lottery has become a poison 
chalice for the arts. But the is- 
sue is not “financing the arts" 
generally. The crisis affects the 
live performing arts. 

Artthat can be mechanically 
reproduced (books, films, 
videos, paintings, CDs) and 
object art in museums have no 
problem of financing or valu- 
ation. Backed by industries or, 
in the case of auction houses, 
a major element of our com- 
mercial life, they need no spe- 
cial government support. 

The live performing arts are 
dead or dying because they 
cannot make a living wage from 
ticket sales for a physical event 
that is distorted or destroyed 
when subject to mechanical 
amplification. A playhouse has 
to be intimate - like the Green- 
wich Theatre. An opera house 
can be larger, but not much. 

No theatre company in 
Britain now employs a compa- 
ny of actors on a year-round ba- 
sk whereas well over a hundred 

do so in Germany. Money for 
the arts at the local level is dis- 
tributed by centrally funded 
remote quangos, which are nat- 
urally nervous about their im- 
possible responsibility. But a 
theatre company needs a close 
relationship with its economic 
and social hinterland. 

Even when local govern- 
ment was permitted to spend a 
penny rate on culture in the 
1950s and 1960s, there was no 
obligation on it to do so. But the 
live performing arts should be 
recognised as being, jusL like 
universities, an essential de- 
ment in our culture. 

Constitutional reform be- 
ing prepared by Mr Blair should 

include establishing a local gov- 
ernment framework with a 
built-in obligation lo rebuild the 
culture of the live performing 
arts and reconnect them to au- 
diences (and electorates) that 
now. in most cases, simply do 
not know what they are missing. 
TOM SUTCLIFFE 
London SW16 

Sin We write in praise of Polly 
Toynbee's article about misdi- 
rected Lottery funding of 
theatres. We are the current 
company in residence at Green- 
wich Theatre. Our audiences 
are large, appreciative and loy- 
al to this venue. Greenwich is 
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a theatre which gains a wide and 

varied audience with its policy 
of affordable seat prices. 

So we feel bewildered, hurt, 

and deeply shocked by the news 

that this wonderful theatre is 
threatened with closure. We 
know that the previous Tory gov- 
ernments have left a trail of cal- 
lous thoughtlessness about our 
heritage of theatre, made man- 
ifest in so many dead companies 
and empty buildings already. 
But while we understand the 
mess Labour has to wade 
through, we urge the new gov- 
ernment to have foresight and 
wisdom, to stop the rot now. 
DESMOND BARRTT; 
OLIVER HADEN: ROBERT 
HANDS; OLIVER JACKSON; 
RACHEL KAVAN AUGH; 
GRAHAM KENT; FRANK 
LAZARUS; DARREN 
ROBERTS; ELEANOR 
TREMAIN; LESLIE UDWIN; 
TONY WHITTLE 
Greenwich Theatre 
London SE10 


Woodward Verdict 

Sir. Valerie and Martin Hewitt 
(letter, 11 November) raise 
important points in calling for 
a reassessment of jury trials. 
However, there are other fac- 
tors raised by the Woodward 
and O J Simpson trials. 

Very few jurors, and even 
fewer lawyers and judges, will 
have any scientific training 
above the equivalent of O- 
leveL I have spent many hours 
seeking to explain medical and 
scientific evidence to lawyers. 
It can be a difficult task. . 

Courts frequently misun- 
derstand technical evidence, 
sometimes giving it undue 
weight (especially in the case of 
DNA identification) and some- 
times insufficient credence. 

I do not think that an ad- 
versarial court system is an ap- 
propriate way to examine highly 
technical data. I understand 
that in Scottish law a sheriff at 
a fatal accident inquiry may 


elect to have an independent 
technical adviser sitting with him 
and advising the court. Such a 
system could greatly improve 
the quality of the legal process. 
JV PARKIN 
Lancaster 

Sir. After verdict, one of the 
prosecution spokesmen in the 
Woodward case queried 
whether justice had been done 
to the baby, Matthew. In this 

country too, the belief seems to 

be growing that the function of 

foe criminal courts is to do jus- 
tice between the offender and 
foe victim, who (or whose fam- 
ily) has some sort of right suf- 
ficiently to enjoy the offender’s 
suffering through punishment 
Kenny’s Outlines of the Crim- 
inal Lone, the standard student 
textbook of my youth, taught 

foal the criminal law was to ofer 

society the protection of the 

state from socially disruptive be- 
haviour. The porpose was not 

to satisfy the Just for revenge but 


to protect the public, and to re- 
form and to deter. 

Of course, if there is no such 

thing as society ... 

Are we now beginning to say 

that she was right after all? 
TOMU MEYER 
Lostwithiel Cornwall 

Sin Now that. Louise Wood- 
ward’s verdict of murder has 
been reduced to manslaughter, 
many Britons - led by some 
British newspapers - are plan- 
ning a hero’s welcome for Ms 
Woodward when she returns 
home. 

Even with a reduced verdict 
and a sentence of time served. 
Judge Zobel reaffirmed the 
central fact of the case; she is 
responsible for the death of 
Matthew Eappen. She is no 
hero. To treat her other than as 
a convicted kfller puts British 
nationalism above human 
justice. 

DAVID O'NEIL 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Elected mayors 

Sir. You correctly say that my 
private Member's Bill will open 
foe possibility of elected may- 
ors for local authorities (“Shop- 
ping for votes in the 
supermarket", 10 November). 
However, you confuse me with 
my namesake, who is a Liber- 
al Democrat peer. I am, in fact, 

a crossbencher. 

As chairman of the House 
of Lords Select Committee on 
Relations between Central and 
Local Government (and as 
president of the Local Gov- 
ernment Association) I was 
encouraged by the Govern- 
ment to introduce a Bill which 
would allow democratic inno- 
vation in local authorities in 

England and Wiles. This wiD al- 
low councils not only to draw 
up proposals for elected may- 
ors and cabinet committees, as 
your article said, but also the 
possibility of backbench scruti- 
ny committees and other forms 


of executive control. The im- 
portant thing will be for indi- 
vidual councils to develop 
reforms which are suitable for 
their own authority and the 
people who live there. 

Turnout at local elections is 
unacceptably low. My Bill will 
give councils the opportunity to 
improve the way they do busi- 
ness in order to revitalise local 
democracy. An elected mayor 
is just one way of achieving thaL 
Lord HUNT OF TANWORTH 
House of Lords 
London SW1 

US and the UN 

Sir. The United States is eager 
to punish Saddam Hussein on 
behalf of the United Nations For 
his failure Lo observe UN rul- 
ings- Is it not first of all time to 
require the United States to ob- 
serve UN rules and pay the 
dues for which it is in debt? 
JOHN ROBERTS 
Littlehampton, West Sussex 


Tobacco sponsorship 

Sir: Peter Man de Ison attemptsw , - j 
to justify Formula One tobao,W ... - 
co advertising (10 November). 

FI sponsors^ is ^P® cent: 
weighted towards tobacco be- • - 

cause this is the only way these 
companies can get their names 

on the screen. If FI is the hjS 
macho sport with the wide fol- 
lowing it claims, other compa- 
nies must be desperate to get 
their logos on the cars. On the “ _ ,• , 
other hand, they may not wish • . .. .. - 

their image associated with an 

extremely expensive but-le- ; . . . 
galised version of road rage. • \ . 

JOHNASHWELL 

Eastleigh Hampshire ~ 

Slim hope £ r 

Sin I was encouraged to see Ac- 

cunst’s advertisement wittily 
highlighting the absurd obses- s . 

sion we all seem to have TOth 
thinness (“A very thin line be- 
tween glamour and starvation”, - 

8 November). I am not con-: - _ 

vineed that it will sell them - 
many watches, but it is a breath 

of fresh air to have any adver- 
tising that does not demand that - ; 

we worship the skeletal. 

I was shocked at the eager- 
ness of fellow women army aer- 
obics class when “after-session 
weigh-ins” where suggested. I 
gazed in horror at the slender 
fit people about me all con- 
vinced that they should shed a 

few more pounds. 

P. SPENCE 
Edinburgh 


Beardless Jesus? 

Sin Bearded myself, 1 applaud^ | - 
Nicholas Schoon’s cogent de-’™ 
fence of the facial foOkteO 1 No- 
vember). However, honesty 
compels me to point out that 
Jesus may not have been beard- 
ed. No portrait of the Lord ex- 
ists, but some scholars point toi 
pictures of near-contemporary 
Jews which show them dean- 
shaven, like most males in the 
Roman Empire in the eariy first 
century. The bearded Jesus de; 
rives fiom a much later tradition A 
of iconography. 

Incidentally, in today's 
church, beards are often taken 
to indicate a tendency to “hap- 
py clappy" evangelical theolo- 
gy. Is there any correlation 
between the hirsute membefft 
of New Labour's team ancl 
their political yearnings? = 

The Rev PETER HATTON A 
Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire _ 
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Today I bring yon three more 
cautionary fables for our time, 

1. Once upon a lime there was 
a left-wing politician who be- 
came an MP for a town in the 
North and was later promoted 
to the Cabinet when his party 
came to power. 

This meant he would have 
to live part of the time in Lon- 
don, so somewhat reluctantly he 
acquired a small fiat north of 
foe Thames. It was just down 
foe road from a common with 
a pond, which reminded him of 
foe country although truth to 
tell he did not live in the .coun- 
try back home, but in the posh 
leafy suburbs. 

His wife always came with 
him when he travelled to work 
in London. She didn’t like Lon- 
don, but she knew that all Cab- 


inet ministers were tempted to 
have affairs sooner or later 
and she thought he would be 
less likely to have one if she 
were there. (Mistakenly, as 
half foe fun of an affair is the 
exciting, clandestine deception 
of iL) However, he was far too 
busy to have an affair, and 
didn’t even feel pestered by the 
occasional press photographer 
who hovered outside his gate. 

One day, when he was pro- 
moted further up the Cabinet, 
there were eight or 10 photog- 
raphers outside, which was a 

world record for him. 

“Give us a picture!*" they 
shouted. “Come on Charlie!" 

He would have ignored 
them except that his wife urged 
him to be friendly to them. 
“Give them what they want 


and theyTl go away," she said. 
-It's always best to have them 
on your side. Just let them 
have a few shots." 

-Shots of what? he 
grumbled. 

“Take some bread down to 
foe pond and feed the ducks, 
she said. “Try the friendly, do- 
mestic, caring image" 

And so he did. In fact, he 
quite enjoyed it Two or three 
dudes wandered over to him, 
and he threw them a morsel 
each. Then they asked for 
more- He gave them a second 
morsel each- Other ducks, spot- 
ting his charity work, hurried 

over. He tried to give them a bit 

each. Before he could share the 
bread out fairly, many more 
ducks appeared from nowhere. 
Finally, there was just a crowd 


of angry, open mouths. 

“The bread’s all gone!" he 
shouted. “I haven’t got any 
more Go on buzz off! Go and 
find your own food!" 

In five minutes that man had 

gone through a process which 
It normally takes a politician 
several years to accomplish. 

MORAL: Take mare bread or 
go where then are fewer ducks. 

2. Once upon a time two cou- 
ples were having dinner to- 
gether in a restaurant and, 
when every other topic had 
been exhausted, somebody 
brought up the subject of cot- 
ton buds. 

“I blame women, myself, 
said one man. “They should 
never throw cotton buds down 
foe lavatory." 

"Why not?" said someone. 


“Well, if you have ever been 

to a sewage farm, as I have, and 

you have seen the amount of 
cotton buds floating on the 
surface, you will realise that 
when we throw them down the 
lavatory, they become the top 
trouble-maker in sewage 
farms." 

Nobody said anything, but 
everyone had their own private 
thought in reply. 

Number one, who was a 
statistician, thought that he 
would require proof that it was 
women rather than men who 
threw them down the loo. 

Number two reflected that 
he had never seen cotton grow- 
ing, and that when he used the 
word “cotton-picking*’ (as he 
sometimes did ironically) he 
had no idea what it meant in 


terms of actually picking cotton. 

And Number three - who 
actually worked as a manager 
of sewage farms, but bad nev- 
er told anyone this - thought 
that if he told everyone what 
really was foe top hazard at 
sewage farms, it would bring 
dinner to a halt 

MORAL: Come on girls - 
throw your cotton buds in the bin, 
not down the loo! 

3. A man who was sailing round 
the world was stopped by an- 
other man sailing round the 
world, who asked him if be had 
any black material on board. 

“What do you want it for?" 
he asked. 

To wear as an armband for 
Princess Diana's death." 

“Who is Princess Diana?" he 
asked. 


The man looked at him 
oddly. 

“Prince Charles's wife." 

“Prince Charles?" 

The second man looked at 
him even more oddly. 

“How long have you been 
sailing round the world? Don't 
you ever hear the news?” 

“About 15 years, and no, I 
don’t hear any news. So how did 
Diana die, whoever she is?” 

“In a car crash. Same sort of 
way as Princess Grace.” 

The man gasped. 

“Is Princess Grace dead? 
How awful. I thought she was 
the most wonderful woman,” 

And he asked for his arm- 
band back. 

MOR4L. - !f you’re gang to 
sad nwnd the world, tti least read 
the local newspaper. 
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That tricky blend of 
realism and idealism 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 

DIPLOMATIC 

EXCUSES 


Idealism and realism. They are the twin dri- 
ving forces of diplomacy, and striking the cor- 
rect balance between them is the very art of 
statesmanship. Pity therefore poor Mary 
Robinson, in London yesterday to mark her 
second month as the United Nations Com- 
missioner for Human Rights. Mrs Robinson, 

the former President of Ireland, was ap- 
pointed to give the UN a louder voice in a 
field where, to put it mfldiy, it has not excelled. 

But yesterday that voice was curiously 
muted. There was, for instance, no castiga- 
tion for Algeria. Speaking out prematurely 
on human rights violations, she warned, could 
do more harm than good. The key was to 
find a tedance between quiet diplomacy and 
being a moral voice. And so on and so on. 
The demons of realism and idealism had al- 
ready got to her. For comfort in her dilem- 
ma, however, she could do far worse than 
watch Douglas Hurd's current BBC series. 

These are not good times for Hurd. For- 
mer Tbry Cabinet ministers - Michael Ftar- 
tfllo, Alan Oark, now him - return to haunt 
the small screen: Have they no decency, do 
they not remember what happened on 1 May? 
But Hurd of the safe pair of hands, who bad 
Britain punching above its weight in the glob- 
al arena, has come in for some particularly 
savage revisions, above all for his role in the 
Balkan confika. Be that as it may. He is a splen- 
did broadcaster, wise but not condescending, 
plummy but not too plummy. The Search for 
Peace rosy not find it. It does at least illus- 
trate the pitfalls along the way of realists and 
idealists aHkein this uniquely Woody 20th cen- 
tury, from Sarajevo to Sarajevo. 

Of those Hurd talks to, no idealist is 
greater than Eduard Shevardnadze, whose 
part in the peacefuL dismantlement of the 
Soviet empire must place him in the first 
rank of modem statesmen. Shevardnadze 
is a latter-day Woodrow Wilson, an un- 
qualified believer in collective security. 
Gorbachev's Foreign Minister insets that the 
. surrender of Soviet global power was an act 
of idealism. Foreign policy not only can, but 
must, be run on the basis of principle and 
universal human values, he maintains: the 
task of the United Nations is to not to re- 
act to events, but to forestall them. 

This would have seen the UN moving 
decisively to nip the Yugoslav civil war in 
the bud - something Hurd insists was sim- 
ply asking too much. “It would have meant 
acting early, accepting risks and casualties 
and t aking over a country and imposing on 
it what we thought should be done.” Be- 
yond an acknowledgement that the term 
“safe haven” should never have been in- 
vented, and that the split of ground and air 
commands between the UN and Nato was 
a recipe for disaster, men culpa is not a sen- 
timent that greatly features in the Hurd di- 


agnosis of what went wrong in Bosnia. 

Bui pause an instant before hurling boul- 
ders at the world-weary patrician in his old 
Etonian drainpipes, Hurd the cynical Rcal- 
polaiker who “appeased" the likes of Slobo- 
dan Milosevic. Shevardnadze may be an 
idealist, but the decision, to let Eastern 
Europe go was equally an act of political re- 
alism; empire’s burden was crushing the 
Soviet Union to death. Hurd may not seem 
to help his cause by confessing an unfash- 
ionable admiration for Anthony Eden; in fact, 
Eden's record as Foreign Secretary, from re- 
signing in 1938 rather than play along fur- 
ther with Hitler, to his brokering the division 
of Vietnam after Dien Bien Phu in 1954 and 
persuading the Americans nolle plunge into 
South-east Asia a decade before they were 
fatally lo do so, was eminently creditable. 

Eden is stigmatised as being too much 
of a realist But when be wem off the rails, 
it was over Suez, as an idealist who believed 
that in Nasser he was fighting an Arab Hitler, 
he was unable to comprehend Britain’s di- 
minished power and that the Americans 
would refuse to support what they saw as a 
last twitch of colonialism. Had Eden been 
more of a realist - more of a Hurd one m igh t 
say - Britain might have been spared its 
greatest post-war humiliation. 

And such paradoxes persist to this day. 
In ihe end, a settlement was imposed on 
Bosnia not by an idealist but by Richard 
Holbrooke, realist par excellence - a diplo- 
matic thug who understands power, and the 
limits of power. China’s behaviour in Tibet 
may be a monstrosity, but Mr Holbrooke 
tells Mr Hurd, a Western rescue of that un- 
happy countiy "just isn't going to happen”. 
Or take Robin Cook, so different from Hurd 
sartorially and in most other ways, who is 
now wedded to an “ethical foreign policy”. 
Unanswered, however, is whether Britain 
wfij place outrage over Saudi Arabia’s hu- 
man rights record above the preservation 
of multi-billion-pound arms contracts. As 
the Americans say, don't hold your breath. 
And. just yesterday, Mary Robinson. 

The real trick is to blend realism and ide- 
alism. Sometimes, as in the Gulf war, the 
task is easy: in opposing Saddam Hussein, 
their demands coincided perfectly. Hie 
same, in retrospect, was almost certainly true 
in Bosnia. But hindsight is always 20/20. It 
can be argued there is no conflict between 
realism and idealism. Should not the latter 
• always be the goal of foreign policy - the 
former merely the means, where necessary, 
to achieve it? But many good men have £all- 
. en along the way. As Hurd ihe realist points 
out. the League of Nations and the aspira- 
tions of President Wilson died at Auschwitz. 

Unarguably, however, this bloodiest of 
centuries is ending on a more hopeful note 
than ft began. Plainly the Western powers will 
be in Bosnia for a good while yet Equally 
dearly, other conflicts could erupt, especially 
in the Middle East. But after two hot World 
Wars and one 40-year Cold one, no global 
conflagration beckons. Far more likely, 
messy and sometimes barbarous civil wars will 
be the stuff of the future, calling for peace- 
keepers and humanitarian aid, but not the 
despatch of half-million man armies halfway 
round the world. And the lone superpower 
is benign. You may object to its economic and 
cultural sway, but in diplomatic terms the risk 
is not that the US may swallow up the world 
but that it may try to withdraw from it. For 
this reason perhaps Hurd is cautious: “Three 
steps forward and two steps back." But even 
on that reckoning, PaxAmericana is progress. 
For awhile at least, realism and idealism are 
in reasonable harmony. 


Early examples of the universal 
impulse to reveal all 



Detail from ‘Myographia Nova’, 1698, by Joannis Browne, from the archives of the Royal College of Surgeons of England 
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Whatever you make of the 
Louise Woodward judgment , 
you must have stopped to pon- 
der the level of intelligence 
displayed by the Boston judicial 
system. It should come as no 
great surprise that the attorneys 
of New England are legendary 
in Stateade legal circles for then- 
lack of common sense. You 
want proof? Into my hands has 
fallen a page from the Massa- 
chusetts Bar Association 
Lawyers’ Journal, that offers a 
dozen examples of no-brain 
questions asked in cross-exam- 
inations by attorneys. Some of 
them are brilliantly self- 
cancelling one-liners (“Now 
doctor, isn’t it true that when a 
person dies in his sleep, he 
doesn’t know about it until the 


next morning?”; “How far apart 
were the vehicles at the time of 
collision?"; and “You were 
there until the time you left is 
that true?”) while others are 
surreal exchanges with wit- 
nesses. “So.” asked one brief, 
“Ihe date of conception was 
August 8th?" “Yes," says the 
baby’s father. “And what," per- 
sists the attorney, “were you do- 
ing at that time?” 

* 

Literary parties are a little thin 
on the ground in these autum- 
• nal, post-Booker times, but 
Penguin Books put on a very jol- 
ly thrash on Monday at a gallery 
in the depths of Pimlico. Fishy 
mousse things on individual 
spoons, crushed cranberry liq- 
uids, David Lodge, Jonathan 
Coe and Barbara TLapido. 

it was about halfway through 
that one became aware of a tiny 
row brewing between the ven- 
erable firm’s five most senior ex- 
ecutives. It’s about the Penguin 
logo. The fat little bird with foe 
dangling flippers, foe soup-and- 
fish frontage and foe sideways 
gaze has been with foe firm since 
Allen Lane invented foe paper- 
back 60-odd years ago. But 
Helen Eraser, foe new-broom 
managing director and editori- 
al Qberfmu of Penguin General 
Books, thinks that it might put 
off some potential readers. “Hip 
teenagers and fans of commer- 
cial women’s fiction might not 
expect to find foe Penguin logo 
on certain books," said Fraser 
with diplomatic periphrasis. 
There's a danger that foe bird 
might give the wrong signals to 
those markets.” In other words, 
it’s too middle-class, too “liter- 
ary”, too inaccessible? “We’re 
just frying to broaden the 
brand,” she said. Her colleague, 
Anthony Forbes- Watson, man- 
aging director of foe Penguin 
Group, does not share this view. 
He would like to see the logo on 
the cover of every Penguin book, 
so there. Some of the guests. 


hearing that foe bird might be 
pensioned off, hit the root It was, 
they said, one of the strongest 
brand images in the world, along 
with foe St Michael label and the 
Coca-Cola bottle. How could 
they? Someone brought up the 
Terry Waite story - how, when 
incarcerated in foe Lebanon, 
he'd begged his guards to bring 
him English books to read. The 
non-Anglophone screws had 
done their best but ended up 
with works such as Diseases cf the 
Middle Ear (6th edition, ill us). 
Tbll you what, said Tferry, Look 
out for this little bird (he 
sketched a rudimentary pen- 
guin) and you'll have what I 
want. And thereafter he was 
brought only Pen ... 

“For heaven’s sake." said 
Helen Fraser, “We’re only talk- 
ing about it. And people made 
foe same objections in the days 
when all Penguins looked iden- 
tical and Ibny Godwin said 
one day. “Hey, why don't we put 
a picture on foe cover ...” 

• . 

The new exhibition at the Royal 
College of Art displays a col- 
lection of flayed bodies called 
“The Quick and the Dead” 
and looks at how the anatomy 
and physiology of the human 
body has been displayed down 
foe centuries. What is of most 
interest to the passing voyeur is 
not, however, foe flensed mus- 
cles and Scorched torsos, the lov- 
ing efflorescences of dissected 
abdomen and extruded womb 
- it's the poses adopted by the 
figures. 

There's something unset- 
tling about a human figure 
which, though it’s bad its skin 
removed and all its tendons are 
showing, is waving cheerily at 
you. Another figure, a naked 
man , is lif tin g foe skin off his 
shoulderblade to show you his 
trapezoid muscles, flashing a 
cheeky grin at his spectators. 
Elsewhere, a fat neo-dassical 
lady discreedy veils her breast 


Vicars, town elders, busybodies - spare us from improvements 
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MILLENNIAL 
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There is a singular reason that 
so many old and beautiful 
building have survived in our 
country: communities have 
been too poor to alter or re- 
-place them. Periods of eco- 
nomic prosperity, by contrast, 
give people the itch to start 
knocking things down or im- 
proving them, seldom success- 
fully. Now, as it happens, a 
veritable deluge of money, 
from foe National Lottery, has 
become available to those with 
plans to change our surround- 
ings. This money sometimes 
provides real and valuable ben- 
efits, bur it has also been the 
source of much that is mere- 
tricious, and even destructive. 

^Church of England has 
been particularly drawn to this 

souree of fun*; and although 

to Synod there have b«n sev- 
eral attacks on the evils of the 
Lottery, down «*■*•«"£ 

they have no such scruples. Vic 

and their PCCs have 

dreamt up all sorts of plans that 

depend on Lottery cash. ■ 
My parish church of St 
Andrews in Surrey has t««wup 
with a scheme wtocb » 
Church development .a pan 

of weasel words that artually 
mean church ruination- tag- 

iue a beautiful, tranqnflchmd^ 

X n has dawned on the 


church authorities that the 
Lottery is giving away sack- 
loads of money, all they have 
to do is invent a Millennium 
Project. What could be better 
than to modernise 
and make relevant 
the boriog old 
church interior to 
“meet the needs 
of a modern con- 
gregation"? 

There are ar- 
chitects who will 
design this sort of 
thing. They spe- 
cialise in the banal 
modern cremator- 
ium style of interi- 
or. Their favourite 
material is ve- 
neered medinm- 
densityfibreboard. 

Their forte is foe 
building, inside 
centuries old 
churches, of lava- 
tories, kitchens, 
meeting rooms 
and cr&ches. These 
latter day icono- 
clasts make Crom- 
well’s efforts look 
half-hearted. They arbitrarily 
partition off great chunksof foe 
interior, truncating and dis- 
torting spaces that are the 
essence of foe original building. 
They rip up stone flags and re- 
place them with user-friendly. 


non-slip plastic floor tiles and 
tear down beautiful memorial 
tablets from foe walls for re- 
location (dumping in foe cel- 
lar). 







Added impetus has been 
given to this scheme by what I 
call righteous devastation, also 
known as disabled access. 
Where a simple wooden ramp 
for wheelchairs would be ade- 
quate, a lowering edifice o f syn- 


thetic building materials (foe 
design of which could well be 
inspired by a DIY magazine) 
is planned - to foe vast admi- 
ration of the loyal old ladies 
and T-s flirted outreachers to 
foe community who make up 
the hard core of church 
supporters. 

They all believe this will en- 
courage a local outburst of spir- 
ituality but, having got the 
lavatories and kitchens, what if 
foe head count does not im- 
prove? Will the church adver- 
tise its . new more caring 
function? Perhaps a neon sign 
on each side of foe tower with 
the slogan: JESUS SAVES 
THAT EMBARRASSING 
ACCIDENT A PEE AND A 
PRAYER- ONLY 20P. 

The degrading of our sur- 
roundings, financed by Lottery 
money, does not stop with 
churches. In towns and villages, 
local worthies who fancy them- 
selves as art patrons apply for 
funding for ait to celebrate the 
year 2000. Plans for Millenni- 
um Competitions are organised 
and foe entries flood in. In my 
own town, a clock is planned 
to be sited in a tawdry, irre- 
deemable Sixties shopping cen- 
tre, which was built in its turn 
on foe site of a street of 17fo- 
and 18th-century buildings, en- 
thusiastically destroyed by lo- 
cal bigwigs very similar to foe 


ones -who now express an urge 
to beautify the town for the mil- 
lennium. In fact, this scheme is 
little more than a gimmick to 
attract shoppers. 

It is possible to create out- 
door art that is amusing, ele- 
gant and witty; but this 
clock/sculpture will be little 
different in spirit and artistic 
content from a larger and more 
permanent version of a fold-up 
cardboard promotional figure 
in a supermarket aisle. 

At £30,000 and 23ft high, this 
piece of mill ennium junk will 
paradoxically mark a new low 
point for foe area. The organ- 
isers of the scheme required 
that the dock should refer to 
local people and history, that 
it should have visible moving 
parts and audible time signals, 
be attractive to children and act 
as a magnet to bring people in 
to the area. The drawings and 
models show a crude, clumsy 
concept that Disneyland would 
reject. Why not just build a 
meny-go-round? 

Somewhere, no doubt, 
something good will be done 
with millennium funding, but 
on foe whole it may well end 
up as a celebration of foe 
kitsch and the meretricious, 
carried out by foe ignorant and 
foe crass, and financed in foe 
main by those who can least af- 
ford it 


with an arm, while foe myster- 
ies of her larger colon are on 
shocking display to foe world. 

The only puzzle is bow fa- 
miliar all this is - not foe pic- 
tures, but the aesthetic impulse 
to show off your insides. It 
only takes a minute for a for- 
mer Catholic to find the locus 
classicus of such exhibitionism. 
It’s a picture of the Sacred 
Heart that used to hang in 
every Papist hallway, depicting 
a sad Jesus Christ indicating 
with a forefinger foe state of his 
devastated aorta, from which 
light is streaming like a bad-taste 
Pearl & Dean advertisement. 
We were supposed to under- 
stand that it was all our fault he 
was in this condition, even 
though (said his calm, direct 
gaze) be forgave us. Not all foe 
pictured eviscerations of An- 
dreas Vfesalius, Joannis Browne 
and Da Vinci himself can match 
that early, gudi-ridden exposure 

to foe Guts of God. 

• 

The presenters of the Today pro- 
gramme must be getting a lit- 
tle tired of complaints about 
their apparently neurotic ob- 
session with Westminster poli- 
tics. In April this year, and 
again more recently, foe broad- 
sheet letters pages have been 
full of querulous nagging: 
there’s still too much politics, 
too much spin-doctor rumour 
and lobby gossip ... 

Yeah, but have you heard foe 
programme lately? It sounds as 
if they've been trying a little too 
hard to lighten up. In foe last 
few days, they’ve mulled over 
foe concept of “middle youth ” 


(a wpuld-be-groovy version of 
middle age, according to a new 
style magazine) and speculated 
about the significance of Blue 
Nun LiebfraumUch and its re- 
turn to foe nation’s off-licences. 
But 1 don’t think their hearts are 
in iL You can tell they’d be hap- 
pier with Gordon Brown and 
some noil-endogenous growth 
statistics. Frankly, foe strain is 
beginning to show. 

This morning, James 
Naughtie, in his finest Ab- 
erdeen growl, interviewed a 
fellow Scot called Julie, one of 
several people who are con- 
vinced they have met alien be- 
ings. Naughtie asked Julie to 
describe her experience. She 
had been asleep in her bed- 
room, she ventured, and woke 
up feeling unable to move. A 
strong light was shining through 
the window, she further re- 
called, and she was aware of 
“four small, squat beings 
around my dressing table”. 
“Four humanoid shapes?” 
pressed Naughtie. Indeed said 
the faltering Julie. “Did you", 
snarled Naughtie. “have a con- 
versation with them ?" No, said 
Julie, shyly, she did not You 
could hear the snorts of deri- 
sion. Short of actually saying 
“Did you interview them?" 
Naughtie couldn't have ex- 
pressed any more dearly his 
wish to get his hands on a de- 
cent subject for interrogation. 
(“Look, isn't it perfectly obvi- 
ous that the Humanoid Party is 
a dead duck? Don’t your recent 
statements about interplanetary 
travel represent a 180-degree 
U-tuna ...?) 


LEFT TO FREEZE 

Yordan. IX. already 
malnourished could die 
from cold and hunger 
this winter unless aid 
reaches him now With 
temparanues 
plummeting to */5°C 
Vardan's scans clothing 
and no shoes offer him 
tittle protection from the 
bitter cold and there is 
no money to heal his 
orphanage. There are 
37,000 places in 
Bulgaria's orphanages. 








No Money To Feed The Children 
No Money lb Heat The Orphanages 

Bulgaria is a country in the midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Unless urgent help is sent, thousands of children will 
suffer terribly this winter. 

There is little money to heat the orphanages. 
Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local • 
villages and rarely know where the next meal is coming 
from. In some areas children, like Yordan, are going hungry 
and the cold could prove fatal for many children this winter. 
Without aid this could be catastrophic for Bulgaria’s 
orphanage children. 

"pie European Children's Trust, sister charity of The 

Romanian Orphanage Trust, is ready to distribute emergency 
food packs, clothes and fuel to the orphanages in most need. 

Your gift today will save lives and bring hope. 



Pk-asr send whatever \on can to help children 
Mir\iu the winter or call 01273 200300 NOW 


I enclose £ lo save Bulgarian orphanage children. Cheques to ■ 

The Eun^ean Children's ThM. Or debit n>y AccsssJVaaJCAF cud 


Cant no. 
Signature. 


-Expiry date.. 


-Dale . 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address 


_ Telephone no. 

I Retain UK Tnqn Barron, (ID5i. Bolgaia Eawgeocy 
Appeal, The European Children 'a Thee FREEPOST 
■ KE8?5ft 64e Queen Sum*. LONDON, EC4B 4AR or call 
1^ 01273 299399 NOW. Regarded CSartiy No. 1 0187 37 
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Please act NOW - winter is cornin'* 


V. 




THE INDEPENDENT 

THURSDAY 

13 NOVEMBER 1997 


-1JL + 


Paul Ricard 


Paul Louis Marius Ricard; 

bom Sainte-Marthe- 

Marsdtks. France 9 July 1909s 
married 1937 Marie-Thertse 
Thiers (two sons, three 

daughters); died Signes, 

France 7 November 1997. 


In the late 1920s, Paul Ricard 
concocted an aniseed-based 
drink in a laboratory and went 
on to market it. brilliantly, as 
an old Provencal tradition. In 
doing so, he developed anoth- 
er idea, sports sponsorship, 
and his name became the most 
ubiquitous in France. Yellow 
and blue Ricard advertising 
signs, cycling caps, ashtrays 
and water jugs became as much 
a part of the landscape of post- 
war France as the Gtroen Deux 
Chevaux or the motorised bi- 
cycle. One of Ricard's proud- 
est achievements was to have 
two Ricard jugs smuggled into 
the grotto at Lourdes. 

Ricard was a classically 
French figure, famously bad- 
tempered but also famously 
generous. In other ways, he was 
at odds with French tradition; 
a great entrepreneur and a 
great salesman, who detested 
the power of the French state 
and bureaucracy, which he 
called the “mddiocnoF'. Ina fit 
of temper with state controls, 
he resigned from day-to-day 
activities in his company in 
1968. Under his younger son, 
Patrick, the firm continued to 
prosper, merging with Pernod 
in 1975. Pernod -Ricard is now 


the third largest spirits com- 
pany in the world. - 

The young Paul Ricard, 
bom in 1909 in a Provengal hill 
villag; later swallowed up by die 
suburbs of Marseilles, dreamed 
of being a painter. His father 
insisted that he must join the 
family wine business, which he 
did at the age of 17. In his au- 
tobiography, La Passion de 
Crier (1983), he told how he 
was first introduced to home- 
made pastis, otherwise known 
as “the thing” or “tiger's milk”, 
by an old shepherd. All 
aniseed-based spirits had been 
banned in 1915. because they 
were suspected of undermining 
the French war effort. None- 
theless, the young Ricard began 
to experiment in a laboratory 
with a more refined version, us- 
ing, among other things, fennel 
seeds and Provencal herbs (the 
exact recipe is a secret, which 
has never been written down). 

After test-marketing hisptod- 



Ricard: famously generous 


Dr C. A. Pearson 


Charles Andrew Pearson, 
medical practitioner: born 
Shaoyang, Hunan, China 10 
December 1921; OBE (974; 
married 1948 Jean Frost 
(three sons, one daughter); 
died Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk 7 November 1997. 


*Ib choose at the outset of a 
promising medical career to 
spend it entirety overseas. In 
places where both the creature 
comforts and the technical fa- 
cilities taken for granted at 
home must be forgone, was 
much more common in the 
1940s than it is today. Tb stick 
with that decision, when polit- 
ical turmoil provided every ex- 
cuse to return to Britain, was 
much less common. CA. Pear- 
son not only did that; he went 
on to do some of his most dis- 
tinguished work in the final 
phase of his career, and in re- 
tirement, as an advocate of the 
paramount importance of gen- 
eralist doctors in the promotion 


of health, especially in Africa 
and in China. 

China was where Andrew 
Pearson was bom, where his fa- 
ther ran a hospital and where, 
after studying medicine in Liv- 
erpool, he returned in 1946 with 
the Methodist Missionary So- 
ciety. He took a special inter- 
est in leprosy, translating Sir 
Leonard Rogers and Ernest 
Muir's standard textbook into 
Mandarin, and when in 1951 
other missionaries were re- 
quired to leave Pearson was giv- 
en the option of becoming a 
Leprosy Adviser in Hubei 
Province. But China at that time 
was not the place for an expa- 
triate to raise a family and he 
and his wife, Jean, regretfully 
took their leave. They were re- 
deployed by the Missionary 
Society to Nigeria. 

In 1952 Pearson was ap- 
pointed medical superinten- 
dent of the Wesley Guild 
Hospital, a Methodist founda- 
tion at Hesha in Western Nige- 
ria where he stayed for 23 


Paul Jarrico 


The screenwriter Paul Jarrico 
was one of Hollywood’s unsung 
heroes, writes Adrian Turner [fur- 
ther to the obituary by Dick 
Vos burgh, 5 November]. 


When I was writing a book 
about the making of David 
Lean's Lawrence of Arabia, Jar- 
rico gave me access to the 
private papers of his brother-in- 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 


JOHNSON; On 10 November, to Ju- 
Ua(nfe Wedgwood) ondN'icfc, a son, 
Daniel Lawrence. 


For Goxette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 
20t2 or tec to 0171-293 2010. Charges 
are CAJ50 a One (VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 



| Birthdays 

| Sr Ewart Bell, former senior civil ser- 
| vant, 73; The Most Rev Dr George 
3 Carey, Archbishop of Caniedjory, 62; 
3 Sir John Coles, Head of the Diplo- 
3 made Service, 60; Miss Whoopi 
I Goldberg, 42; Sir Lincoln Hallman, 
5 barrister and magistrate, 75; Lord Ja- 
| oabs. chairman. Hiccrville Group, 66; 

S The Rev Patricia Johns, former 
g Headmistress, Sr Mary’s School 
“ Wantage, 64; Mr Kenneth Kemp, 
Honorary Life Preaderu, Smith, and 
Nephew, 76; Baroness Lester of 
Bedes, former MP, 66; Maj-Gen 
James Doiran Lunt, 80; Mr John 
McGuckian, chairman, Ulster Tele- 
vision, 58; Mr BasQ Matson, pathol- 
ogist, 76; Admiral Sir Willi am 
O’Brien, SI; Miss Alexandra SbuJ- 
man . editor. Vague, 40; Ms Helen 
Southworth MP, 41; Sir Donald 
Thompson, former MP, 66. 


!bc Rwil 5lar tad Oancr Itea&Rxtoood. Sor- 
nucdKTfcc PrfwsYIhiJt-Bro Arwdi « Si tel 
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Changing Of the Guard 
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Anniversaries 

Births: Charles Frederick Worth, 
couturier, 1825; Robert Louis Bal- 
four Stevenson, wrixerand traveller, 
1850; Eug&ne Ionesco, author and 
playwright, 1912. Deaths: Malcolm 
m. King of the Scots, killed 1093; 
Camflle Pissarro, painter, 1903; 
Chesncy Allen, comedian, 1982. On 
this day: Texas declared its inde- 
pendence ofMeoco, 1835; casualties 
ocaintd among sodahst and Irish ag- 
itators on Bloody Sunday in Trafal- 
gar Square, I8S7; the iocor coffin of 
ThtanVhamen was opened at Luxor, 
1925; a cyclone and tidal waves 
caused the ck^ of ov^ 500^300 peo- 
ple in East Pakistan. 1970. Today is 
the Feast Day of St Abboof Fleuxy, 
St Arcadlus, St Brice or Britius, St 
Didacos or Diego of SevSJe, St Eu- 
genius of Toledo, St Frances Xsvia 
Cabrini, St Homobonus, St Maxel- 

_ iendis, St Nicholas l pope and St 

3 Stanislaus Kostka. 



Victor 

Mills 


city 


dis 


uct illegally in foe 


when foe prohibilinn on mil/W 


nationwide as the^aufoentic 
pastis of MacfeiBe^, ijuddy 
owrtakmgfoeokfcr-^K^ 
companies Was J&mad. 

During the Seoriud Worid 


employees. A portion of the 
profits each year was convert- 
ed into stores and distributed 
to the workers When the coq> 
pany was floated on the Bourse 
in 1962; many of the older em- 
ployees discovered that they 
■were very rich people. 

Ricard became a sponsor of 
the four de France from the 
earty fifties, -before sports- 


foe values? of tt&oew high- 
Qath o lic, iugh-bbur^eois col- 
laborationist France. Ricard 
retreated to &e.w3ds of foe Ca- 
margue region^ where heex- 
perimented sUooessfoQy with 
rice farming. He gdso put his et- 


to good use, turaingplmns and 
chetries into an akofaoGc petrol- 
substitute for the resistance. 
Ife would also, it is danned, tear 
around the Camaxgoe on horse- 
back, shouting: Temmerde te 
mardckal P&tain et son^gou- 
vememenC (“I shit on Marshal 
Pdtain and his government*). 

After the war, Ricard, foe 
man and foe drink, resumed 
their extraordinary career. The 
success owed much to a young 
man called Charles Pasqua, 
who was hired as a travelling 
salesman m 1952 and rose to be 
marketing director. Fasqua, an 
irascible, humorous man in Ri- 
card ’s own image, later be- 
came one of foe pillars of 
GanDism and, on two occasions, 
foe French interior minister. 

Long before it was fashion- 
able, Ricard spread the bene- 
fits of bis success to bis 


Earqjj>e it least, as an effective 
advertising vehicle. The com- 
pany later invested in yachting 
(a passion of Ricard’s) and 
Formula One motor-racing. 
Hebtult foe trade atLe Castel- 
let, sometimes used for the 
French Grand Pox, which now 
carries his name. 

. After resi gning from daily 
involvement in foe company 
nearty 30 years ago, Ricard re- 
turned to his first love, paint- 
ing. He became mayor of foe 
small town of Signes, east of 
Marseilles, near the Le CasteT 
let track. He took up the fight 
against the pollution of foe 
Mediterranean -again, long be- 
fore it was a fashionable cause. 

Ricard was sometimes crit- 
icised by doctors and road safe- 
ty campaigners for contributing 
to the high levels of alcohol con- 
sumption in France. He re- 
mained unapologetic to foe 
end. He once served a journalist 
from Le Monde with a large 
glass of Ricard. “Don’t worry,” 
he said. “The only people that 
I know wbo are (tying off are the 
water drinkers.” 

- John Lichfield 
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-insert born rliitorn, 
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WorMflisfodanen^e^ 

team that invented foe. first 
^market disposable mm, *‘ 


Rfcanfls eponymous pastis, Its ashtrays and water jugs became as much a partofthetand- 
scape of post-war France as the Gero£n Deux Chevaux Photograph - The Advertising Archives 


years. He was plunged imme- 
diately into foe administration 
of a major buflefing programme 
as well as heading a medical 
team, that was consistently 
short-staffed. He had to be an 
architect, builder and plumber 
as well as a doctor. 

The reputation of ahospital, 
however, derives not onty from 
its facilities but primarily from 
foequalityofilsstaffandBsar- 
son built a gready respected team 
of Nigerians mid expatriates. 
One of his earty colleagues was 
David Moriey, who pioneered a 
revolution in child healthcare 
through the renowned weight 
monitoring programmes he de- 
veloped in mid around Ilefoa.lt 

was here that the first ever 
measles vaccine was given a tri- 
al and, in aider that there should 
be no question of using the 
Nigerian population as guinea- 
pigs, Pearson typically insisted 
that his own four children should 
be included. 

Desha became the centre of 
world attention for its innova- 


tive and effective approach to 
both preventive and curative 
medicine, and it was described 
by foe Overseas Development 
Agency’s health adviser at the 
time as “the model hospital". 
But, as in many countries, foe 
role of non-governmental hos- 
pitals was reappraised follow- 
ing independence. Amid foe 
coups and counter-coups that 
followed Nigeria’s Biafran war, . 
government grants were 
slashed and Defoa’s fixture was 
uncertain and precarious. In 
1975 foe hospital became part 
of foe Ife University Teaching 
Hospital Complex. 

Writing 20 years later, the 
present Chief Medical Director 
of foe Complex, Professor 
R.OA Makanjuola. said that, 
at foe time of the government 
takeover, “Dr and Mrs Pearson, 
and some other dedicated 
bealthworkers, both missionary 
. and Nigerian, were treated dis- 
gracefultyT The Pearsons were 
undeterred and Andrew be- 
came Chief Medical Officer for 


foe University of Ibadan's com- 
munity health programme. He 
trained medical students in 
conmnmity healthcare and gea- 
eral practice. Then, in 1983, he 
became foe Director of Train- 
ing in General Practice at the 
National Postgraduate Medical 
College in Lagos. 

Before leaving Nigeria in 
1985, the Pearsons were made 
honorary chiefe. They rethed to 
Bnzy St Edmunds but Andrew 



Pearson: honorary chief 


Pearson undertook consultan- 
cies in GP training and at- 
tended conferences in many 
countries. He had never for- 
gotten his Mandarin and when 
China emerged' from its 
isolation he jumped at foe 
chance to return. Within foe 
international GP organisation 
Wooca (the World Organisa- 
tion of National Colleges, 
Academies and Academic As- 
sociations bf General Practi- 
tioners/Famfly Physicians), he 
was instrumental in setting up 
two world congresses on rural 
health, one of which was held 
in Shanghai. On this and oth- 
er occasions he had the joy of 
meeting old friends and col- 
leagues who had survived the 
Cultural Revolution. 

He was the author of nu- 
merous papers, on subjects as 
varied as leprosy and latrines 
construction, tuberculosisand 
training. In retirement he wrote 
the history of the Wesley Guild 
Hospital, Front-Line Hospital 
(19%) and a textbook, Medical 


Administration for Front-Line 

Doctors (1990). 

He believed in the comple- 
mentarity of community-based 
primary healthcare and dis- 
trict hospitals. In foe debate 
within foe medical profession 
about how to achieve the World 
Health Organisation’s com- 
mitment to Health for Ail by 
foe year 2000, he reasoned 
foal a comprehensive health 
service depends on foe alloca- 
tion of adequate resources to 
both. 

Always quietly spoken and 
courteous, Andrew Pearson 
argued firmly and persuasive- 
ly for his convictions. Foremost 
among these was his Christian 
faith. He was a lay preacher 
for 48 years; the courage of 
his convictions made him a 
conscientious objector to mil- 
itary service in the Second 
World War and underpinned 
half a century of conscientious 
humanitarian service there- 
after. 

- John Pritchard 


mass-market disposal u^- 

In his 35-year car^rwifo '*:*<*’ \ 

Procter & Gainble, Mfilshada 
hand in developing products ^ 

that ranged from ^**P*^<£ ** 
Pringles, the stacked cnsps..« s ^^ 

He also helped refine the man- r 
ufacture of synthetic rubber, bat 

none of bis products had a mare : 

dramatic impact than tfaspos- ••• 

able nappies, which have crane- . t - :- _ 

to symbolise foe modem cul- ■ - v • 

ture of convenience. 

The first challenge to doth 
nappies was imported from 
Sweden to foe United States by K 
Johnson & Johnson in foe jK 
1940s. ButitwasPampers.de- ... . 

vised by Mills’s team and in- *'• 

troduced by Procter & Gamble | 

in 1961, that ended foe domb. | 
nance of the cloth variety. 

Tbday, disposable nappie§ 
dominate the market, with the 
French, for example, using^. 
than in 98 out of every 100 nap 
py chang es, while in the Unit- 
ed States they are dmsen rfxmt 
95 pur cent of the tine. Though 
the throwaway nappy has been 

a target of environmental 
groups because of its stubborn 
refusal to degrade in landfills, 
other studies have shown they 
tend to improve health and 
cleanliness in children. 

Milk was bom in Milford, 

Nebraska, in 1897, and spent 

time in the US Navy during the 
First World War. He then 
worked as a welder in Hawaii be- 
fore moving to Seattle, where be 
studied cfaen *cal engineering 
at the Uniwreiiy of ^fishington. 






to 1926, he was hired by thA 
Cincinnati-based firm Procter v* 
& Gamble, as oi e of the com- 
pany's first chemical engineers, 
where he developed a tech- 
nique for speeding up lengthy 
chemical processes into con- 
tinuous assembly-line produc- 
tions. For instance. Ivory soap 
had traditionally been made 
batch by batch in individual 
soap kettles, but Mills found a 
way to create foe product in a 
continual process that greatly 
cut foe cost He used his fam- 
ily as guinea-pigs, bringing 
home products like liquid 
toothpaste and cake mixes' to 
test out on them. 

During the Second World 
War, he overcame a problem 
plaguing efforts to create syn- 
thetic rubber, adding a special 
variant of Ivory soap flakes to 
foe mix. In foe 1950s, he turned 
bis attention to nappies and 
tested them on his granddul- ‘ ± 
dren. The first commercial vex- Wt 
siou was test-marketed in 
Peoria, Illinois, in 1961, foe year 
Vincent Mills retired. The 
product still required pins and 
consumers balked at the price 
of 10 cents a nappy, but design 
improvements and a sharp cut 
in price soon made the dispos- 
able nappy a mainstay of late- 
20th -century family life. 

- Edward He/more 


law Michael WQson, who had 
preceded Robert Bolt as the 
screenwriter on Lean’s picture. 


came part of Jarrico’s cam- 
paign to persuade Columbia 
Pictures to give Wilson joint 


Jarrico’s campaign was brushed 
aside, but after Bolt’s death in 


posthumous Oscar nomination 
and Columbia gave a public as- 


My research, along with that of screen credit along with Bolt 


1995 Jarrico 's polite but always surance that Wilson’s name 
persistent pressure finally paid would be incorporated into the 


several otherfilm historians, be- Because Bolt was still alive, off; Wilson was awarded a credits of foe picture. 


Jarrico, a small-framed man 
of immense charm and in- 
tegrity. had won what may have 
been foe last significant battle 
against foe blacklist. 
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Lectures 


National GfiUerjr: Eros: voa de We- 
tering, “Rembrandt (H); Rembrandt 
at wort*. 1pm. 

Vktori* and Albert Mtuemn: Gare 
Ford WQEe, “Medieval Painting”, 
2J0pm. 

Britista Museum: Carol Andrews; 
"Egyptian Jewellery and Cartier”, 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Martin 
Fostle. “Raeburn and Artists' fram- 
ing in the 18th Century”, HOpm. 
LdcestM- ClniverHity: Geoff OuiUey, 
“Hogarth, the Foundling Hospital 
onri the Birth of English Art”, 
5.30pm. 

King’s College London, London 
WC2; Dr SimoD Gaunt, "The Im- 
proper AHegory of the Roman de la 
Rase", 530pm. 
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No extension of hostel because of neighbours’ fears 


tank 


rep< 


When considering an 
application for planning 
permission to extend a bail 
and probation hostel, the 
fear and apprehension felt by 
the occupiers of 
neighbouring land because of 
past incidents caused by the 
behaviour of hostd residents 
was a material consideration 
which could be taken into 


Luncheons 


The Queen 

The Queen and the Duke of Edin- 
burgh held a tench party yesterday 
at Buckingham Palace. Tbe guests 
were; 


account. 

West Midlands Probation 
Committee v Secretary of Stats for 
the Erwinanmerit Court of Appeal 
(Lord JlbOcc Hirst Lord Jusoce 
Swrton Thomas and Lord Justice 
PS) 7 November 1997. 


hostel in 1989, it being deter- 
mined that planning permission 
was not required for the con- 
version. The hostel provided 
accommodation for up, to 12 
bailees, wifo sfr staff during foe 
day aod two at night The pro- 
posed extension would ac- 
commodate an additional eight 
bailees, with some increase in 
Staffing. 

Robot Griffiths QC (Wfragge & Co. 
Bimingfiam ) for the probation com- 

miaec;\fid^Bec^3niQC(T)casury 
Solicitor) for the Secretary of State. 


Baroness Flatter (EU Qmu n teton 00 
Rackm); Mr* Tmqr Jones (Intend HrvemKi 
M 0 ba* lT^rv , w | wir^ Steci)fiBEa.CtollC>iMr 
Ro»Bla<toMrC5triKO5>herH0^(Chirf 

fineaahe md Second Ca m m to wng. The 

Crown Bnuffk Profc*or Sir Aloe JeSteys 
rwdfson Refaudi Protesar of ibc Royrt 
Sijdety, I fifffr UMwib); Mr DsvW 
Ouarmby (Ctudmao. Bam ■Bam* An- 
ibqrity); Mr John SaMr (CcweaHX, IM 
Priscav Ranby): The Rev MW»d til 
(DeanofWbdKaar). ■ 


Dinners 

HM Gorenunent 

Mr Georgs Robertson ME Secnstoty 
of Slate for Defence, was the host at 
a luncheon . held yesterday at Laa- 
castwBcm^UmdcmSW,mbo- 

nour of General Alt Abdallah Saleh, 
President of the Republic of Yemen. 


The Court of Appeal dismissed 
foe appeal of the West 

Midlands Probation Commit- 
tee against the refusal of plan- 
ning jjernussiau for the 
extension of a bail and proba- 
tion hostel in Aldridge, West 
Midlands. 

Planning permission had 
been granted in 1980 for foe 
erection of a secure unit for se- 
verely disturbed adolescents. It 
was converted into a bail 


Lord Justice Pill said that foe 
inspector who had determined 
the probation committee’s ap- 
peal against the refusal of 
planning application had de- 
fined the issues in foe case as 
being: 

1) whether the scheme would no- 
tiosably impair the living condi- 
tions that nearby residents might 
reasonably expect to enjoy such 
an area; and 2) whether the need to 
provide more bail hostels through- 
out the West Midlands would pro- 
vide a sufficiently cogent reason to 
warrant expansion of the hostel 


On foe first issue he found 


that foe hostel had attracted 
numerous police visits, many 
late at night or earty in foe 
morning, and had concluded 
thftt foe proposed expansion 
would be likely to increase 
significantly foe disturbance 
of those living nearby. He bad 
also taken account of resi- 
dents' fears -and apprehen- 
sions of criminal and other 
intimidating behaviour by tbe 
residents, which be had con- 
cluded would be accentuated 
by foe proposed development. 

The following propositions, 
relevant to tbe first issue, 
emerged from the authorities; 
foe impact of a proposed de- 
velopment upon the use of and 
activities upon neighbouring 
land might be a material plan- 
ning consideration; in consid- 
ering that impact, regard might 
be had to the use to which the 
neighbouring land was put; 
and justified public concern 
about emanations from land as 
a result of its proposed devel- 
opment might also be a mate- 
rial consideration. 

The contentious point in foe 


present case was whether be- 
haviour on and emanating 
from tbe development land in 
question attracted foe opera- 
tion of those principles. The 
“particular purpose of a par- 
ticular occupier” of land was 
not normally a material con- 
sideration in deciding whether 
foe development should be 
permitted. A significant feature 
of the present case was the pat- 
tern of conduct and behaviour 
found by foe inspector to have 
existed over a substantial pe- 
riod of time, including foe pat- 
tern of responses of the police 
to events at the hosteL 
Fear and concern felt by foe 
occupants of neighbouring 
land was as real in the present 
case as in one involving pol- 
luting disc h arges, and was as 
relevant to their reasonable use 
of the land. The pattern of be- 
haviour was such as could 
properly be said to arise from 

the use of foe land as a bail and 
probation hostel, and did not 
arise merely because of foe 
identity of a particular occupier 
or of particular residents. 


If that were right, the weight 
to be given to the effect of foe 
activity upon foe use of the 
neighbouring land was a ques- ' 
lion of planning judgment, as 
was the weight to be given in 
that context to foe more in- 
tensive use proposed by foe de- ■ 

velopment in issue. 

Tinning to foe second issue, 
there was a potential clash of 
interest between the Secre- 
tary of State for the Environ- 
ment and the Home Secretary, 
and foe extent of the inspector’s 
assumed power to challenge 
Home Office policy, and in- 
deed ip 1 criticise it as inconsis- 
tent, might be scrutinised in a 
future case. 

The inspector’s conduct did 
not, however, invalidate the 
conclusion he had reached in 
foe present case. His finding 
had been based upon foe ap- 
plication of planning criteria to 
a particular site, and followed 
a procedure at foe inquiry to 
which no obejetiori had been 
taken. The appeal would be 
dismissed. ... 

- Kote O’Hanikw; Barrister . 
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City dismayed by BZW sale to Credit Suisse for £IOOm 


Barclays admitted 
yesterday it had raised 
only £IOOm from 
the sale of BZW*s 
equities and corpor a^ 
finance operations to 
CSFB, much less than 
original expectations. 
Tom Stevenson and 
Lea Paterson examine 
how the bank was 
outmanoeuvred 
by its Swiss rival. 


Martin Taylor, chief executive 
of Barclays, said he was far 
from disappointed by the 
£100m the bank will r ece ive 


from CSFB for its its European 
investment banking opera lions. 
To everyone else, however, 
yesterday s disposal appeared 
to have been badly bungled. 

“Its a fair price", said Mr 
Taylor, who has been widely 
criticised for the way he pul 
BZW up for sale without first 
finding a buyer. “A lot of ana- 
lysts over-estimate the attrac- 
tiveness of the businesses, 
partly because they work in 
them. They can’t believe any- 
one had the temerity to sell an 
equiiies business". 

Few agreed with his gloss, 
however. “Jt's a very disap- 
pointing disposal”, said one an- 
alyst. who declined to be 
named. Another said: “The 
price is as had as it looks, al- 


though the early expectations 
that Barclays would raise 
£ 400m -500m from the dispos- 
al of all of BZW’s equities and 
corporate finance arms were 
probably over-optimistic." 

Barclays admitted yesterday 
(hat the price tag represented 
only two-lhirds of the net asset 
value of the businesses to be 
sold, which stands at around 
£150m. and rather less than the 
operations' turnover in the 
first six months of 1997. 

“I was very surprised to see 
it sell at less than net asset val- 
ue." said Kathryn Newton, 
banking analyst at UBS. An- 
other was less diplomatic. “To 
sell at less than net asset value 
is a bad disposal", he said. 

Mr Taylor was unrepentant. 


How the combined group will rank 

Y1D 1997 makings CSFB BZW Combined 

UK Equity Trading 16 2 2 

UKCarporafflfiroting - 3 2 

UK Equity Research - 4 4 

European Equity fcsuarce 3 4 1 

European Equty Research 19 6 5 

M&AA (MsavUK 15 10 3 

M&A Advisory: Europe 9 13 4 

Sorer. AUWCBanhan. CnmUmfs. Ena md Sacunttos Data 


however, adding: “CSFB was 
the most credible buyer from 
the start and the fact that they 
have only bought what they 
wanted to buy means that will 
minimise the degree of waste." 

CSFB, which has reserved 
£50m as a “sweetener” for 


Barclays’ staff, was positive 
yesterday. “We feel very very 
good about the acquisition”, 
said Stephen Hester, chief 
financial officer at CSFB. 

Barclays' losses from the 
sale could substantially exceed 
the £5Qm difference between the 


safe price and the net value of 
the assets. To start with, it faces 
heavy restructuring co sts in 
BZW’s hack office, which CSFB 
plans to sub-contract to Bar- 
clays. leaving the British bank 
to bear the cost of any redun- 
dancies. Barclays will also hon- 
our its guarantee to staff to pay 
bonuses until February. 

Barclays put BZW up Tor 
sale last month, after deriding 
it was unprepared to foot the 
high investment bill needed to 
make its subsidiary a viable 
competitor with the increas- 
ingly large and powerful Amer- 
ican players such as Morgan 
Stanley and Goldman Sachs. 

Mr Taylor said at the time 
of flagging the disposal that the 
complexity of untangling parts 


of BZW to be sold meant a se- 
cret deal would be impossible. 

After initial interest from a 
suing of rival banks, however, 
the shortlist of potential buy- 
ers rapidly narrowed to just one 
after its US rivals such as Do- 
naldson. Lufkin & JcnreUe 
and Bankers Trust dropped 
ouL thinking Barclays would 
only entertain a full bid. CSFB 
was then in a position io bid low 
for only the parts of the busi- 
ness it really wanted. 

Barclays is still looking for 
buyers for its Australasian and 
' Asia-Pacific operations. While h 
is strong in Australia and New 
Zealand, and likely to finalise a 
quick sale, the Far Eastern op- 
erations arc more problematical. 

especially because of the recent 


turmoil in those markets. Mr Tay- 
lor said he hoped to reach a sale 
agreement for both businesses 
“before the end of the year". 

The deal raises problems 
for NatWest, trying to sort out 
NatWest Markets, its belea- 
guered investment banking arts. 

Yesterday’s sale does not 
mark the end of Barclays’ prob- 
lems with its investment bank- 
ing arm. Mr Taylor now faces 
the challenge of boosting prof- 
itability in the rump of BZW 
that Barclays has retained. Ms 
Newton of UBS said: “The 
next questions for Barclays are 
what difference the sale will 
make to its profitablity and how 
can it improve profitability in 
the remainder of BZW”. 

Outlook, page 25 
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Money dealers at a foreign exchange brokerage in Tokyo yesterday anxiously monitoring rates 
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Japan and Hong Kong add to global market misery 


Care First rejects 
Bupa’s £241 m bid 


Bupa yesterday launched a hos- 
tile £241m takeover bid for Care 
First, the nuising homes group, 
after the two sides failed to 
reach agreement on price. Care 
First’s board voted unanimous- 
ly last night to spurn the 150p per 
share cash offer from Bupa. the 
health insurance giant, and said 
it had received “expressions of 
interest from other parties." 

Bupa said its price was a full 
and fair one and that it had can- 
vassed support from investors 
representing “well-over 30 per 
cent of Care First’s share- 
holders.” Ely the dose of dealings 
yesterday, Bupa had received 
firm and irrevocable acceptances 
from shareholders representing 
11.8 per cent of Care First’s 
equity. Care Fust’s shares dosed 
12p higher at 153-5p. 

Peter Jacob, chief execu- 
tive of Bupa, said the group 
“could find no-one else who ex- 
pressed a serious interest in buy- 
ing Care First." He added: 
“We have the experience to 
grow these assets. This offer is 
almost a 50 per cent premium 


to Care Fust’s share price be- 
fore we first approached them 
on 10 October." 

However Care Fitsl which 
has been tarnished by board- 
room bust-ups and a poor share 
price record, said it had heard 
from other interested parlies, 
which could include venture 
capitalists. “We’ve not had dis- 
cussions, but we’ve listened to 
what others had to say.” 

Possible names could in- 
clude US groups Integrated 
Healthcare and Sun Health. 
However analysts were scepti- 
cal about the chances of a rival 
bid. wondering why another 
bidder had not come forward 
before now. 

Paul Saper, industry con- 
sultant at Laing & Buisson, said: 
“1 would be amazed. That any- 
one would be craw to take on 
Bupa is beyond belief." Mr 
Saper said that Bupa’s offer was 
a good one and should be ac- 
cepted by shareholders: “Bupa 
has decided to pay a premium 
to wrap this up quickly." 

-Sameena Ahmad 


More gloom in Asia’s 
stock markets yesterday 
cast its shadow over 
shares in Europe and the 
Americas. As the 
Federal Reserve met to 
deliberate on whether 
to raise US interest 
rates, investors are 
taking the view that 
corporate profits will 
suffer as a result of 
slower Aslan growth. 
Diane Coyle in London 
and Stephen Vines in 
Hong Kong report. 


A fleeting glimmer of light in 
Asian stock markets on Tbeday 
was overshadowed by the more 
familiar gloom yesterday. With 
the Japanese stock market 
hitting a two-and-half year low. 
and a near 4 percent fall in Hong 
Kong share prices, international 
fund managers were actively 


selling shares across the region. 

The Nikkei-225 in Tbkyo feU 
by almost 3 per cent as the yen 
continued slipping against the 
United Stales dollar. The yen 
fell to a six- month low, touch- 
ing ¥126 to the dollar. The 
Japanese currency has lost an 
astonishing 5S per cent in val- 
ue against the US dollar since 
April 1995, when it reached a 
record high of ¥79.75. 

It also reached its lowest 
level against the pound for five 
years, with sterling boosted by 
the prospect of at least one 
more UK interest rate rise. The 
pound’s index ended 0.6 high- 
er at 104.4. and the currency 
gained another two pfennigs 
againsth the German mark. 

Shares in Euro pe f ell in 
Asia’s wake. The FTSE-100 
index in London ended 73 
points lower at 4,720.4. Hong 
Kong-linked slocks like HSBC 
suffered particularly. 

The Paris and Frankfurt 
markets declined, too. In 
France, SGS-Thomson, the 


tenth biggest maker of semi- 
conductors, was hard hit by 
fears that the Asian currency 
devaluations will give a big 
boost to its competitors. 

Wall Street took up the 
baton, ahead of the results of 
the Fed’s interest rate meeting. 
The Dow Jones index was at 
one stage 88 points down at 
7,470.32, although it had re- 
gained ground by late morning. 

Shares in Latin American 
markets were particularly affect- 
ed by the Asian contagion. The 
Brazilian index was down more 
than 6 per cent within 35 minutes 
of ope rang, while Mexican stocks 
foU more than 2 per cent in their 
sixth successive decline. 

The almost -daily round of 
falling share prices as the earth 
turns on its axis is the result of 
fears that the continuing loss of 
confidence and decline in asset 
values in the Far East will hit 
growth prospects in other re- 
gions. For example, both Ford 
and General Motors have 
warned that their overseas 


earnings will be affected. 

It was only a slight comfort 
yesterday that as a result of the 
past month's financial market 
turmoil, almost nobody expect- 
ed the JFed to increase the cost 
of borrowing, despite the obvious 
pressures in America’s booming 
jobs market Without that back- 
ground, a rate rise this month or 
□ext would have been odds-on. 

Nobody is sure how far the 
fell in Asia's markets tfiU go. 
Goldman Sachs, the giant in- 
vestment bank, warned clients 
yesterday that it was “still pre- 
mature to bottom-fish in Asia". 

The latest concern is that the 
weakness elsewhere in the 
region will trigger a full-blown 
financial crisis in Japan. The 
steep slide in the yen’s vahie, 
music to the ears of Japanese 
exporters, is unwelcome to the 
government It is wonied about 
the country's trade surplus, 
particularly with the US. 

But there was no sign of in- 
tervention by the BaDk of 
Japan, which last week ruled 


out the possibility of raising in- 
terest rates to support the yen 
in the meantime. Nor did any 
Japanese or US officials com- 
ment on the exchange rate 
moves, which analysts said 
probably reflected the view 
that exports growth holds out 
the best hope for Japanese 
ecoomic recovery. 

“Even though there are trade 
tensions, the exporting sector is 
the only one showing reasonable 
signs of growth,” said David 
Brickroan of Paine Webber. 

Japan's ruling Liberal De- 
mocratic Parly is due to unveil 
another economic stimulus 
package tomorrow, the second 
in a month, as the Economic 
Planning Agency unveils its lat- 
est monthly report But foreign 
investors in the Japanese slock 
market are becoming increas- 
ingly sceptical about the gov- 
ernment's ability to tackle the 
country’s economic problems. 

Fears of rising interest rate 
hung heavily over the Hong 
Kong stock market yesterday. 


where the Hue chip Hang Seng 
Index closed 396 down on the 
day at 9,607.91. 

Hong Kong’s interbank rates 
are far out of line with prime 
lending rales. The prime lending 
rate stands at 95 per cent, while 
banks are having to pay rates of 
up to 16 per cent to obtain short- 
leim liquidity money from oth- 
ers in the banking system. 
Analysis are looking for a prime 
rate rise to around 10.25 per cent 
before the end of the week. 

Elsewhere in the region at- 
tention remained Focused on 
South Korea, where the curren- 
cy shinned to a record low against 
the US dollar and Tuesday's rami- 
stock market rally in anticipation 
of a government economic pack- 
age petered out Bangkok work- 
ers who lost their jobs after 1 58 
finance companies closed demon- 
strated Outside the Bank of Thai- 
land, demanding it should take 
responsibility for their plight 
WMIe they on (he streets, in- 
vestors were optimistic enough to 
push up share prices bya fraction. 


STOCK MARKETS 


Bank reports better inflation outlook 
as unemployment sinks to 17-year low 


BMW to stay with Mayflower 
despite scuppering bid plans 


The Bank of England’s 
Inflation Report 
provided official 
.. confirmation yesterday 
^jhat interest rates might 
V have to rise again. Even 
so, the Bank has become 
. more optimistic about 
the inflation outlook, 
writes Diane Coyle, 

: Economics Editor. 

“Caution is the ■ appropriate 
-policy position,” Mervyn King, 
an executive director of the 
Bank, said yesterday. He 
; warned that the economy was 
Stowing uncomfortably fr* sl 
and the risk was that the Bank 
would have to take further 
steps to slow it down. 

• . Mr King emphasised that 
the announcement io August of 

- a pause in-interest rates was an 
exception. “We are not in a 
- Jtause,” he said. Nor was the 
vfemlc wedded to raising rates in 
■ Only quarter-point sLeps. 


However, Mr King added 
that the risk of having to raise 
the cost of borrowing again was 
less than it had been. The re- 
port showed inflation at or be- 
low its 25 per cent target for the 
next two years thanks to a 
slowdown in growth next year. 

City economists said the 
report was not as tough as they 
had expected. David Madae. at 
investment bank JP Morgan, 
said: “The Bank of England is 
'bow less hawkish than most out- 
side commentators.” 

Separately, official figures on 

unemployment and warnings 

yesterday helped ease. nflatio- 

Underlying average 


earning; growtn icu 

per cent in September from 45 

oer cent because of a reduction 
in overtime in manufacturing. 
The faflm the number of un- 
employment claimants, at 9500 
in October, was the smallest for 

a year and a half- 

cg r the first time the Infla- 
tion Report showed the Bank s 
forecasts for 

uetf as inflation- It thinks a sharp 


fail in growth next year very 
likely, and this explains the im- 
proved inflation outlook com- 
pared with its August report. 

Even so, the range of City 
views about how far interest 
rates might climb remained as 
wide as ever. 

John O’Sullivan at NatWest 
Markets said the door had 
been left ajar to a further small 
increase. But he went on: “It is 
difficult to see the Bank sud- 
denly becoming very bearish 
and raising rates to 8 per cent 
by the middle of next year.” 

On the other band, Kevin 
Gardiner at Morgan Stanley 
aid: “The Bank is erring on the 
side of complacency.” 

Mr King said the strong 
pound meant there must be a 
danger that exports wuld decline 
sharply next year. However, so Car 
they had remained surprisingly 
robust and that decline might 
turn out to be smaller than ex- 
pected. In adtfiuon, monetary 
growth remained too high for 
comfort J3ui he said there had 
been an offsetting reduction in 


the danger that free building so- 
ciety shares would continue to 
boost consumer spending The 
windfall effect had past its peak. 

The Bank's statement about 
last week’s quarter-point in- 
terest rate rise cited concerns 
about pay pressures. But yes- 
terday’s report merely sai± “It 
is difficult to predict how much 
further inflation can foil before 
there is increased economy- 
wide pressure on real earnings." 

Certainly, yesterday’s fig- 
ures indicated that point hasnot 
come yet. Despite an increase 
in the number of vacancies to 
a 24-year high, tying in with sur- 
vey reports of skill shortages, 
earning growth surprised many 
analysts by falling slightly. 

The number of unemploy- 
ment benefit c laiman ts fell by 
9500 to L464300, the lowest for 
17 years. About 20,000 fewer 
school leavers left the register 
than normal for October, but 
this was the mimor of fewer be- 
ing able to claim benefit during 
the summer. 

Outlook, page 25 


BMW, the German car group 
that forced Mayflower to aban- 
don its planned hostile bid far 
Vidcers, last night said its ex- 
isting commercial relationship 
with the car parts and engineer- 
ing group remained unaffected. 

Mayflower, which is a sup- 
plier of body panels to BMW's 
Rover subsidiary, scrapped its 
bid plans on Tuesday night af- 
ter BMW warned lhat if control 
of Vickers’ Rolls-Royce luxury 
car business changed it would 
cancel its contract to manufac- 
ture engines for the new Rolls 
model BMW is one of the 
favourites to buy Rolls, which 
Vickers annon need it intended 
to auction off two weeks ago 

There was widespread sur- 
prise that Mayflower and its ad- 
visers BZW failed to get tacit 
approval from BMW before 
embarking on preparations for 
a £lbn bid for Vickers. 

Last night BMW denied, 
however, that this would hurt 
the two companies’ relationship. 
“This commercial relationship 
is valued on its merits and will 
continue and develop depend- 


ing entirely on the performance 
and conditions attaching to this 
commercial relationship.” 

Mayflower, meanwhile, vig- 
orously denied that it bad been 
forced to abandon a bid because 
of its inability to get the offer 
underwritten in the City. The 
Swiss bank UBS is said to have 
pulled out on TUesday night as 
joint lead underwriter of a 
£300m-£4OOm rights issue that 
would have provided equity 
funding for the bid. 

However, the Mayflower 
camp insisted that the finance 
was in place and it bad the sup- 
port of its shareholders. The 
only reason it abandoned the 
bid, which would probably have 
been tabled yesterday, was be- 
cause of BMW’s statement 
There were suggestions yes- 
terday that Vickers might have 
stitched up a sweetheart deal 
with BMW to sell it the Rolls 
marque in return for forcing 
Mayflower to withdraw. Vick- 
ers. however, emphatically 
denied this. 

~ Michael Harrison 
Outlook, page 25 
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FTSE100 
FTSE250 
FTSE350 
FTSEAI Share 
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Dow Jones ~ 
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OotB 

4720.40 

4581,10 

2288.00 

2243.58 

2291.8 

1254.5 

986.1 

7519.19 

15434.17 

9607.91 

3655.27 
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4963.60 

2570.50 
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Cable & Wireless 
to raise £1 bn by 
selling off holdings 


Cab le & Wireless 
yesterday pledged to 
raise £1 bn over the next 
12 months by selling 
businesses which it does 
not control. As Cathy 
Newman reports, C&W is 
spoilt for choice on what 
to dispose of first as it 
has holdings of 20 per 
cent or less in 50 
companies world-wide. 


Analysts said there wens three 
businesses in particular that 
C&W would aim to sell. They 
reckon it could raise £450m 
from selling Bouygues Tele- 
com, a French cellular tele- 
phones business; £100m from 
its stake in MTN. a South 
African cellular operation; and 
up to£13n from Japanese cel- 
lular companies in markets 
such as Tokyo. 

Robert Lerwili. finance di- 
rector, said: •‘We will only con- 
tinue to invest in companies we 
can get significant influence or 
control over." 

C&W will continue focusing 
on Asia and Australia, the 
Caribbean and Central Amer- 
ica, the US, the UK and parfs 
of Europe. The company is 
however set to scale down its 
presence in Latin America and 
Africa. 

Profits before tax and ex- 


ceptional items were up 9 per 
cent at £797m, above analysts’ 
expectations. As a result, the 
shares were hardly affected by 
sharp falls on the slock market. 
They closed just 7p down at 
478p. 

“We have been looking for 
double -digit growth from all our 
businesses and we've achieved 
that," Mr Lerwili said. He 
added that the figures were par- 
ticularly pleasing, despite the 
negative impact of currency 
movements. 

During the period, C&W 
spent £1.6bn on acquisitions in 
Panama and Australia, and on 
its continuing programme of 
capital expenditure. 

Mark Lambert, telecoms 
analyst at Merrill Lynch, said 
Dick Brown's work since he was 
appointed chief executive just 
over a year ago had been en- 
couraging. “The strategic image 
of C&W is bunding,” he said. 
“The work Dick Brown has 
done and is telling us that he 
will do is encouraging to share- 
holders.” 

However, he added that 
C&W still faced problems be- 
cause of the strong pound and 
the turbulence in the Far East- 
ern markets. 

Some analysts were more 
positive, though. John Clarke, 
telecoms analyst at Daiwa Re- 
search Institute, said: “This is 
a company that’s recovered its 
self-confidence. I and other 


analysts will be Upping our 
forecasts despite the rise of the 
pound." 

Yesterdays news was also 
accompanied by an announce- 
ment that Dr Brian Smith, 
chairman, would retire after 
the annual general meeting in 
June next year. He is to be suc- 
ceeded by Sir Ralph Robins, 
who is chairman of Rolls-Royce 
and has been a non-executive 
director of C&W for three 
years. 

Dr Smith has overseen the 

company through a difficult pe- 
riod of transition after the joint 
departure last year of Lord 
Young and James Ross as 
chairman and chief executive 
respectively. He said yesterday: 
“With Dick Brown and his new 
team now very well established, 
and the future clearly mapped 
out, I believe the time is right 
for me to prepare the way far 
my successor.” 

During the past six months, 
Mr Brown's strategic overhaul 
has resulted in several big deals. 
C&W* s position in the UK has 
been boosted with the launch of 
Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations via a four-way merger of 
Mercury Communications, 
Nynex, BeQ Cablemedia and 
Video iron. 

The interim dividend, up 10 
per cent at 3.75p, will be paid 
as a Foreign Income Dividend 
(FDD). 

Investment column, page 27 



Ernst & Young 
sees 17% rise in 

income 



Big accountancy fimns 

argue that they are 
being forced to merge 

by the need to invest 
’ .... r »«*+ior 



v> 


Dick Brown, chief executive, fa, 


boosting C&Wi strategic Image Photograph: FT 



CU growth 
disappoints 
shareholders 


have shocked observes and 
led to concern among finance 
Illrectois nnd chief executives 

^^ftreattocompefitaM 

and the effect on fees. ■. 

by the neea w — But even in the field of 
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crisis, reports Roger Trapp- jQgMberaudft about 35 percent 

of ^eWorld’s top companies. 

. Elsewhere, especially in. 

Ernst & Young, the acooun gement consultancy and . 

tency firm that last month an * ate finance where 

nounced plans to , aC countancy-based firms coin- 
rival KPMG, saw total UK it* ^ a variety of supph- 

income rise 15 per cen ^ j t ^as not really a problem. 

£5 25m last year, accordi fS Moreover, even if the 

Nick Land, a semor ^ mergers were blocked. 

Average profit per part^ro®^ {J3amental changes to the 

by twice as much, to £25V,ww, ^ ^ profession were 

with Mr land’s jjEbL Pointing out that The 

package nut ■ accountancy profession hrf 

last year ro £515^R. become unstable, be predicted 

Global fee inwmeroKby of alliances, joint 

17 per cent, to S9bn (£53bn), odier arrange- 

cnaking the firm * e 1 addition, certain of- ^ 

largest tax practice au d gees or practice areas mi^it opt 

second largest management ^ fof ^ ^ 

consultancy. . . rt rher or eo out on their own. 
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was presenting e 1 * Tbuche, in particular, could 
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SfjftaijVS*? He tat of other 
-For us the business logic is - is already changing, 
ensuring that we’re not at a day’s figures showed ttaiauda 
competitive disadvantage," he and other 
said. Doubling the size of the tag services accounted for a 
saio. uuuduus smaller share of income, than 

last year, down from 37 to 34 
per cent, while management 
consultancy’s share rose from 
17 to 21 per cent 

Meanwhile, Coopers and 


Investors in Commercial Union 
were yesterday disappointed 
by the insurance company’s 
latest financial results. At pre- 
vailing exchange rates, profits 
for tire nine months to Septem- 
ber grew a pedestrian 3 per cent 
The remits contrast with 
figures earlier this week from 
the rival General Accident, 
which announced a 23 per cent 
jump in profits. CU shares fell 
7 per cent yesterday to 745p. 

The strong pound was parity 
to blame. Under constant ex- 
change rates, operating profits 
for the group grew 15 percent. 

Though performance was 
strong in the life sector, which 
accounts for just under half of 
CU’s business, general insur- 
ance had a difficult time. The 
UK underwriting operation 
has lost £85m so far this year. 

Despite yesterday’s tumble 
in CU shares, analysts’ re- 
mained pessimistic. “CU shares 
have been buoyed by recent 
takeover speculation,” said one 
analyst- “I think a [share] price 
nearer to 700p would be more 
reasonable,” added another. 

- Lea Paterson 
Investment column, page 27 


firm, to create an organisation 
with revenues of about $18bn, 
would help ensure it had the 
funds to do that, he added. 

Though he acknowledged 
that it would be some months 
before regulators around the 
world decided oa the fate of the 
unions being planned by E&Y 
and KPMG and Coopera & I#- 
brand and Price Waterhouse, he 

ft AAnAWnrir 



PW ann ounced that “the first 


key milestone" in their plan to 
create a $12bn global firm had 
been reached with the distrib- 
ution of the 88-page merger 


•rv:v: 


brand and Price Waterhouse, he ution oi me co-page 
claimed he was more confident proposal document and voting 
than ever both would be cleared, forms to their 8,500 partners 

Further consolidation at the around the wodd. ;; r-“ ' 

top of the accountancy profes- Afating is due to be cbm- . 

sion had been expected for pieted by the end of this month, . 

some time. But the announce- and the results announced in fee w 

merits, first by PW and Coop- middle of next month. If sup- *rr f '*• - 

era in September and, then last ported, detailed integration tv*:*' 

month, E&Y and KPMG, of planning could then begin, but . .., if , k 

plans to create firms far bigger implementation will wait until it 
than Arthur Andersen, the cur- is known whether the regulators “ • ; 

rent world leader with gross rev- have announced their approval. 
enues last year of about SlObn, People & Business, page 28- r * • - 
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BANK OF SCOTLAND 
BANKING DIRECT® 
INTEREST RATE INCREASE. 


Bank of Scotland Ba nkin g Direct is pleased to announce interest 
t rates payable on Instant Access Savings Accounts have increased. 
Interest rates effective from 11th November 1997, are noted, below. 
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A bungled sale if ever there was one 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE SALE OF BZW. 
MAYFLOWER'S BID 
THAT NEVER WAS FOR 
VICKERS, AND WHY 
INTEREST RATES HAVE 
NOT YET PEAKED 


Barclays is right to get out of investment 
banking, for plainly it bas Utile talent for 
ihc fast -buck, wheeler-dealing attributes 
of this extraordinary industry. With ne- 
gotiating skills of the type brought to bear 
on the disposal of BZW, it is amazing Bar- 
clays lasted as long as it did in the game. 
Nor is it any surprise that Mania Taylor. 
Barclays’ chief executive, has been look- 
ing so frazzled of late. According to the 
rueful calculation of one disgruntled em- 
ployee Iasi night. BZWs equities and cor- 
porate finance arms were sold yesterday 
for rather less than half their annual rev- 
enues. That makes the investment bank 
probably Britain’s cheapest company. 

It is a terrible blow for Mr Taylor, whose 
cool, intellectual approach to business has 
been cruelly tested by the execution of this 
disposal. By general consent, it was the 
right deal but it came two years too late 
and was bungled disastrously. This is not 
a transaction likely lo feature much in the 
promotional literature of Goldman Sachs, 
which handled the sale. 

7b put the price in context. Barclays 
is receiving about the same amount for the 
pretty substantial businesses it has sold lo 
CSFB as Nat West paid for Hambro 
Magan, the little corporate finance bou- 
tique it Slapped up recently during its own 
misguided foray into investment banking. 
While it could fairly be argued that 
NatWest was more than a little generous 
to George Magan and chums, the com- 
parison is none the less an unflattering one. 
Despite its perceived problems, BZW is 
still a top-five player in British equity trad- 


ing, corporate broking and equity research. 
The price achieved for this business is but 
a fraction of the amount spent by Barclays 
building it up from the mid I98US onwards. 

Earlier this year Barclays’ share price 
was being talked up on the back of esti- 
mates that the investment bank could be 
Dogged off for more than £2bn. Admit- 
tedly. the bits CSFB finally bought only 
represent around a third of the whole of 
BZW, but even so this is a dismal price. 

CSFB emerges as a real winner, cata- 
pulting itself into the European big league 
in equities and advisory work for a snip. 
It deserves real plaudits for the way it 
played its cards, waiting for its main US 
rivals lo abandon the chase so that in the 
end it was able to dictate its own terms. 

Whal now for Mr Taylor? A charita- 
ble view of (he deal was that it was the 
least-worst option. At least Barclays has 
avoided pouring any more good money 
down a bad hole. Bui high-Qycrs have 
further to foil than lesser mortals. Mr 
Taylor will have to work hard to restore 
his star status in the City. 

A nasty dent 
for Mayflower 

When investment banks are on the block 
and looking for the best price, there is 
always a danger (hey will overstretch them- 
selves in their determination to prove their 
worth. Such appears to have been BZW’s 
fate in advising Mayflower on the bid that 


never was for Vickers. BMW's decision 
to bring proceedings to a grinding halt by 
threatening to slop making engines for 
Rolls-Royce has left considerable egg on 
face- The more serious damage, however, 
appears to be to the reputation of 
Mayflower's chief executive, John Simp- 
sou, who suddenly begins to look mortal. 

Despite BMW’s soothing words last 
flight, it is hard to see how Mayflower can 
reverse out of this tight space without a 
nasty dent, having antagonised its two 
biggest customers in the space of a 
fortnight. 

Mayflower appears to have thought it 
had obtained the racit approval of BMW 
to proceed with its bid, or at least an un- 
derstanding that the German car maker 
would remain neutral. Sadly, something 
appears to have been lost in the transla- 
tion. BMW is itself intent on adding Rolls 
to its collection of foded British motor- 
ing marques. 

If Mr Simpson and Mayflower did not 
know this, then they cannot have been 
reading the motoring press for the last 
three years. How they came to misread the 
signals so disastrously is a mystery. Unless, 
of course, you subscribe to the other theoiy 
doing the rounds yesterday - that Sir Colin 
Chandler and Bcmd Pischetsrieder have 
struck a sweetheart deal. BMW gets 
Mayflower's tanks off Vickers’ lawn and 
in return is handed Rolls-Royce without 
the tiresome chore of an expensive 
auction. 

Given BMW’s connections with Rolls 
(it makes the engines) and Mr Pischet- 


srieder’s sentimental attachment to the 
proud old names of British motoring, Jt 
must be in pole position. But to assume 
it wfli get Rolls at a knock-down jxice sup- 
poses that Vickeis shareholders, led by 
Schraders with 20 per cent, are all fast 
asleep in the back seat- This is about as 
lib^lya s pt»n,i rpo as Mayflower asserobting 
a plausible bid. 

Too optimistic 
on inflation 

It should probably come as no surprise that 
the Bank of England’s Inflation Report 
should start to show inflation hitting its 
target for the foreseeable future. The ob- 
vious question, if it did not, would be why 
had the Monetaiy Policy Committee not 
done something about it. For the report 
is no longer a critique of the Chancellor, 
but rather a justification of the new com- 
mittee's decisions. 

The trouble is. as Mervyn King, the 
Bank's chief economist, admitted yester- 
day, that the Bank is being unusually op- 
timistic in its inflation forecast, which is 
predicated on interest rales staying at 7-25 
per cent. The prediction assumes a con- 
venient and sharp slowdown in growth, but 
one that keeps it below trend for only a 
few quartern before taking off again. 
What if the economy enjoys a few more 
quarters of boom before starting to stow 
significantly? Or what if other economists 
are right that inflation will not remain at 


25 per cent without a more sizeable dip 
in growth? 

In either of these scenarios, the Bank 
will find itself having to react month by 
month to the economic statistics. Tike re- 
tail spending. Yesterday’s report placed 
a lot of weight on a Mori survey showing 
that most of the £ 36 bn free share wind- 
folk would be saved, and said the effect 
was therefore fading. However, the sur- 
vey was conducted in August and asked 
people whether they bad spent or saved 
their windfall. Many who were saving it 
this summer could be spending it before 
Christmas. Even without the windfalls, in- 
comes and wealth have risen strongly in 
the past year and mil encourage con- 
sumers to have a very jolty festive season. 

There are caveats, of course. World 
slock market turbulence casts a shadow 
over growth, as does the fear that the 
strong pound will eat into exports. Few 
would challenge the notion that the econ- 
omy is going to slow next year. 

There are also a lot of uncertainties in 
world financial markets which might spill 
over into growth. Hie Bank is therefore 
right lo keep an open mind on interest rate 
moves. By the same token, however, it was 
also right to raise rates last week. More 
likely than not, the Bank will have to opt 
for another modest rise in rates before 
putting them on a downward path. The 
Bank has been consistently over-optimistic 
about inflation. If it is wrong again, interest 
rates will have to climb quite a lot higher. 
Eight per cent begins to look a more plau- 
sible peak than 75 per cent 


Etam goes to 
French group 
for €93 m 
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■ ^}Etam, the troubled 
” womenswear retailer, 
has accepted a £93 m 
takeover from its French 
namesake, Etam 
D4vefoppement. The 
deal brings together two 
separate companies 
founded by the same 
family in the 1920s. But it 
- ends the hopes of the 
privately owned New 
Look of achieving a stock 
market listing via a 
reverse takeover. Nigel 
Cope, City Correspondent 
reports. 

The deal ends weeks of spec- 
ulation about the future of 
Etam which announced last 
month that it was in talks that 
Mi could lead to a takeover. New 
'W Look which was tipped eaity’ on 
as the most likely bidder, said 
yesterday that it was ap- 
proached by Etam earlier this 
year but had no plans to make 
a counter-offer. It will con- 
centrate instead on organic 
. growth but a stock market list- 
ing in the next couple of years 
is considered tikety. 

' Etam D^velopperaent said 
the deal would bring together 
the different parts of the Etam 
brand to form a powerful force 
with almost 1,000 shops. The 
French division already has 
700 outlets in France, Bel- 
gium, Luxembourg Spain and 
Germany. These operate under 
the Etam and ‘*1.23’’ formats. 

. It is expected to spend 
around £300m over the next 
three or four years on turning 
around the loss-making UK 
company. Etam has 235 stores 

in the UK but has been strug- 


gling with poor buying and 
stock problems. 

No store closures or head of- 
fice cuts are planned. Bui the 
new French owners wiQ focus on 
a foster roll-out of the new- 
formal Etam store, which bas 
achieved good results. Ii said the 
larger group would also bene- 
fit from greater buying power. 

Etam Ddveloppement is of- 
fering 135p per share, valuing 
the group at £93m. This is a 23 
per cent premium to the share 
price before bid speculation 
surfaced last month. Etam 
shares closed 135p higher yes- 
terday at 1335p. 

It has already received 
irrevocable undertakings from 
the Oceana Group headed by 
Michael Lewis and other board 
members which account for 
46 per cent of Etam shares. 
Oceana is taking the share al- 
ternative, which vail give it 8 per 
cent of the enlarged group. 

Etam was founded in 1916 
in Germany as Etablishments 
Mayer by Max Lindemann. Ini- 
tially a manufacturer of stock- 
ings moved into retailing in 
2928 and the UK company was 
established in 1923. However, 
the businesses were always kept 
separate. In the UK Etam be- 
came known as “Everything 
Tb Attract a Man" with a high 
fashion, Essex-girf image. 

The shops will keep their 
brand identity and Nick 
HoHingworth will remain chief 
executive. Five top managers 
from the French group will 
move to Britain to help nm the 
UK business. Michael Lewis 
and Raymond Davies, two of 

the Etam board, MB join the su- 
pervisory board of Etam 

DevelopperaenL 

Last week Etam reported to- 

aeased losses of £9 55m for the 
half year. 



The Channel Tunnel: Eurotunnel's fores are expected to rise by 5-10 per cent next summer 

Eurotunnel prepares to put fares up 


Eurotunnel yesterday forecast that fores 
on cross-Channel routes would rise by up 
to 10 per cent next year, buoyed by the 
imminent approval for the P&O-Stena 
ferry merger which is expected to lead 
to cuts in capacity and firmer prices. 

The forecast came as the Channel 
Thnnel operator announced that it had 
fiifly recovered from last November's fire 
on board a freight shuttle, with traffic 
numbers slightly up on their levels a year 
ago. 

Bill Dix, Eurotunnel’s commercial di- 
rector, said be expected its fares to rise 
by 5-10 per cent next summer- increas- 


ing the price of a standard £169 return 
car journey by up to £17. He also fore- 
cast that some of the excessive fore pro- 
motions of last summer, such as trips 
across the Channel for £1, would disap- 
pear. Eurotunnel is due to unveil its new 
fore structure in mid-December. 

Turnover to the third quarter was up 
margin ally on a currency-adjusted basis 
to £132m and Eurotunnel said it was on 
course to meet or exceed its target of a 
£54m operating profit before interest 
charges for the foil year. 

Last month the tunnel carried 
242,345 cars against 24L273 in October 


1 9 96, giving it a market share of 45 per 
cent. Mr Dix said it was oil course to 
reach 50 per cent. Eurostar meanwhile 
carried 516,000 passengers in October 
compared with a little over 498,000 a year 
ago. 

Eurotunnel regained market leader- 
ship on the Dover-Folkestone- Calais 
freight market with a 32 per cent share 
although lorry numbers are still down on 
a year ago. Eurotunnel plans to start run- 
ning three additional freight shuttles next 
September, increasing its capacity by 25 
per cent. 

-Michael Harrison 
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set to unveil second-tier pensions for low earners 
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Plans to bring the eight 
million who make no 
private pension provision 

within second-tier 
arrangements will form 
the centre piece of the 
Government^ pensions 

review, to be published 
Wfehfn two weeks- 
. .. Pension providers are 
meanwhile urging the 
Government to privatise 
: Serps, tiie state 
eunings-related pension 
scheme. Andrew Verity 
boks at the options 
facing Harriet Harman, 
nodal security minister. 


At a conference this week, Ms 
Hannan said that the Govern- 
ment's proposals would be 
aimed primarily at the third of 
the working population, equal 
to 8 million people, who are 
blocked from saving for re- 
tirement because of a poor pen- 
sions regime. - 

Ms Hannan told the City 
Forum conference on low-cost 
pensions: “The present system 
does not provide everybody 
with the opportunity to build a 
secure retirement. 

“Across Britain there are 
miflionsofworidngmenand 
women who are locked out of 
the non-state second pensions 
market because of intermittent 
or low earnings, part-time 

working and unstaWe empl^ 

menu Doing nothing for these 


people is not an option. 

Ms Harman and her deputy, 
John Denham, are set to pro- 
pose a new category of low-cost, 
second-tier penaoo, to be called 
a stakeholder pension, follow- 
ing a consultation exercise 
which ended last week. The key 
criterion for the new pension is 
that it is cheap, allowing tow-to- 
come groups to participate. 

But the consultation bas 
unveiled dramatic differences 
between pension providers, 
who are overwhelmingly in 
favour of full privatisation of 
Serps, and Labour's grassroots 
supporters, who insist it must 
be kept in state hands. 

Under the present system, 
national insurance contribu- 
tions pay for the basic state pen- 
sion and Serps. If savers want a 


private pension, they can elect 
to have their national insurance 
paid into a private scheme 
which must guarantee benefits 
at least equivalent to Sexps. 

Private providers, includ- 
ing Standard Life, Norwich 
Union and Friends Provident, 
are pressing the Government to 
abolish Serps and replace it 
with private schemes including 
the new stakeholder pension. 

By making private, funded 
schemes compulsory, providers 
argue that sales costs, which ax 
the moment make up 46 per 
cent of the cost of pensions and 
eat up over half of the first two 
years' contributions, can be 
sharply reduced. 

Standard Life claims a poll 
of 1,874 people conducted by 
Mori produced 53 percent sup- 


port for compulsory private 
schemes. Andrew Black, mar- 
keting manager, said: “People 
accept that compulsion may be 
necessary to make sure that sav- 
ing for retirement is translated 
into reality. It is our view that 
compulsion will certainty be 
necessary if the Government is 
to achieve its aim of pension 
coverage." 

The National Association of 
Pension Funds, which repre- 
sents employer-sponsored 
schemes controlling more than 
£300bn of assets, is urging that 
employe is and employees pay 
a total of 10 per cent of earn- 
ings into a funded scheme. 

The Engineering Employers 
Federation is pressing Labour 
to reverse a reform introduced 
in 1988 without which there 


would have been no pension 
mis-sellfog scandal. Under its 
proposal, employers could once 
again compel employees to 
join their own, in-house pension 
scheme. 

Ms Hannan said stake- 
holder pensions would be based 
on industry, occupation or lo- 
cality and would have to be spe- 
cialty approved by regulators, or 
“jalenrarked”. They would have 
much lower charges than per- 
sonal pensions and should not 
penalise people who move from 
one job to another. 

While personal pensions 
were originally advertised as be- 
ing portable between jobs, 
there are in foci heavy penal- 
ties levied on those who leave 
personal pensions for better oc- 
cupational schemes. 


French investigators raid 
Credit Lyonnais offices 

Two French judges raided the headquarters of state-owned 
Credit Lyonnais bank as part of an investigation into its ac- 
tivities in the iatel98Qs and early 1990s. Investigating mag- 
istrates, Eva Joty and Jean- Pierre Zanoio, accompanied by 
other court officials, entered the company’s administrative 
offices in central Paris. The raid is part of a long-running in- 
vestigation into the bank's dealings when it was under the 
management of Jean-Yves Haberer, who was appointed by 
the late Socialist President, Francqois Mitterrand. Under his 
management Credit Lyonnais nearly went under after an ill- 
fated expansion drive that briefly made it the world’s 
largest trank outside of Japan. During the period the bank 
indulged in what the European Commission called a 
“bulimia of investments and acquisitions” only to find that 
world events were moving against it The total cost to the 
.public far bailing out Credit Lyonnais is expected to reach 
anything' up toFrl70bn (£l7Jbn). 

Rock raises mortgage rates 

Northern Rock yesterday announced an increase in its mort- 
gage rates of a quarter of a percentage point following last 
week’s interest-rate rise tty the Bank of England. Existing 
borrowers will immediately pay 8.7 per cent on variable rate 
mortgages, up from 8.45 per cent. Adam Applegaith, exec- 
utive director, said: “There is a clear danger, if lenders do 
not respond to the recent modest Bank of England rise, that 
there will be a larger rise to follow. In looking to cushion 
borrowers, it makes more sense to act now rather than play 
games tty bolding off a rise and so pnt borrowers at risk of 
being hit harder in the future.” The difference between vari- 
able rates and five-year, fixed-rate mortgages bas now grown 
to an unprecedented 2.7 per cent If customers buy Northern 
Rode buildings insurance, they can now obtain a rate of 5.99 

per cent fixed over five years. Savings rates mil also be raised 

from 1 December. 

Ryanair profits take off 

Ryanair Holdings, the operators of the no-frills airline, has 
reported a 50 percent increase in alter tax profits to £124m 
in the six months to September. Tbtal revenue passengers 
grew to 2.06 million in the first half. Ryanair is launching a 

winter schedule with a 37 per cent hxxease in capacity growth 
Over last winter. It includes two new routes, Dublin-Teeside 
and London -Oslo. Ryanair is in talks with Boeing and Air- 
bus regarding four new aircraft. 

Lasmo increases reserves 

Joe Darby, Lasmo’s chief executive, yesterday provided the 
Goldman Sachs’ energy conference in New York with fur- 
ther details of the company’s latest exploration successes. 
He said that new field discoveries in the UK, Algeria, Lfltya 
and Pakistan, together with the reserves in the Darion Area 
in Venezuela, had the potential to add further commercial 
reserves of 800 million barrels of oil equivalent, compared 
to 729 million booked at the end of 1996. “These fields will 
be subject to further appraisal which should result in these 
reserves being booked over the next three to four years, en- 
suring a high reserve replacement rate during that period." 
he added. Based on the exploration and appraisal activity 
so for in 1997, Lasmo expects to report at the year end re- 
serve replacement of some 150 per cent at a cost of around 
$1.5 per barrel. This excludes reserve additions from 
Venezuela, which Lasmo has already indicated will be more 
than 175 miflion barrels of oil. 

TAI joins Airbus 

Tusas Aerospace Industries said it has been admitted to the 

ntilitmy Airbus consortium as a full member after three years 

of trying to join. It will make cabin parts for Airbus mil fa.™ 
cargo planes, namely the central fuselage, the front access 
ramp and the doors. The partnership will give TAI a busi- 
ness volume of $2bs (£U2bn) over the next 15 years. 

Royal moves Into Chile 

Iteyal & SunAlliance has agreed to acquire from La Camara 
Qiflana de la Construction a 40 per cent stake in Chilean 
life assurance company. La Construction, for around £75m 
cadvof which £34m will take the form of new equity in La 
J"*!*- ^ agreement contains an option for Royal 
& bunAlhatwe to increase its holding to 51 per cent after 
31 Decemberl998, and put and call options through which 
it could increase its holding to 100 per cenL La Construction 
isthe third-largest Chilean life assurance company with a 
1996 market share of around 8 per cent 
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Nat West presents case for Whitbread takeover of Greenalls 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


An impressive case for Whit- 
bread to lake over the under- 
performing Greenalls pubs 
and holds drain is made by in- 
vestment house NatWest Se- 
curities. 

Greenalls has been abigdis- 
appointment since it retreated 
from brewing to concentrate on 
retailing and wholesaling. Its 
shares have crashed from 633p 
last year to 315p, dosing un- 
changed at 367.5p. 

NatWest maintains Greeo- 
alls’ management does not 
have “a credible strategy” -to 
improve die group’s display and 
is “on a path on which it is des- 
tined to continue destroying the 
value of the company”. 

A hostile bid is not ex- 
pected. Assets are around 
3S2p a share and a bidder is 
unlikely to offer much of a pre- 
mium. A "friendly merger” is 
a more “workable option”. 
But such a deal would force 


Whitbread, firm at 794p, to 
abandon the beerage, a move 
it has strongly denied fea - 
tures in its corporate thinlm^ 

Yet the resulting group 
would be in a powerful posi- 
tion. It would be the largest 
pnbs chain, able to dictate 
terms to the remaining -brew- 
ers. And Greenalls' up-market 
De Vere hotels would blend 
with Whitbread’s Marriott 

hotel operations. 

Rumours of takeover bids 
have intensified since Green- 
alls rolled out a profits warn- 
ing in September. Allied 
Domecq and Rank are names 
in the frame. 

The rest of die stock mar- 
ket suffered another d u ll , ero- 
sive day with more Far Eastern 
squalls, a cautious Bank of 
England view on inflation and 
higher interest rate fears com- 
bining to squeeze down cm 
shares with Footsie, at one 


time Off 1133 points, ending 
733 lower at 4,720.4. Sup- 
porting dwe$ were also lu’L A 
strong storting display took a 
cruel- toU of esporteis. 

With Footsie nearly 600 
points below its peak, achieved 
only six weeks ago, there arc 
growing uncertainties about 
the direction of shares. The 
shake-out is making many pri- 
vate investors anxious as they 
see profits evaporating, lb 
some extent the decline is self 
feeding with the market now 
in one of its moods when it ig- 
nores positive signs, dw elling 
remorselessly on bad news. 

In sw* a climate its a flight 
to quality and defensive stocks. 
Marks & Spencer, with 
Panmure Gordon drawing at- 
tention to its European oper- 
ations, scored on the quality 
argument, up lip at584p; util- 
ities were buoyed on their de- 
fensive merits with Thames 


Water leading the way, up 
2l3p gain to 87S.7p. 

Among those fait by ster- 
ling’s strength were engineer 
Stefae, meeting analysts and 
fund managers tomorrow, 
down 3 Ip to l,069p and GJyn- 
wed Intomtiwal, downl2p to 
221p. Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries retreated 24p to 841p. 
. Results met a mixed re- 
sponse. Commercial Union 


Share spotlight 

tiers price, pence 
■300 
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tumbled 55p to 745p although 
figures were in line with mar- 
ket expectations. The strong 
pound and a rumoured BZW 
downgrade did the damage. 
British Energy’s confident in- 
terim statement lifted the 
shares 13p to 385p. 

Barclays’ cut-price BZW 
sale left the shares limping 
along at l,480p, off 23p. Vick- 

ers, as Mayflower was harassed 

by BMW, the German car mak- 
er, into abandoning its takeover 
am hrtinns, fell 18p CO 2353p; 
Mayflower held at 176J5p. 

Takeover activity provided 
some action. Stem rose 133p 
to 133,5p cm the £93m French 
bid; Care First, the troubled 
nursing homes chain, pot on 
12p to 153.5p as Bupa’s £241m 
offer was rejected; the market 
is looking for an American 
counter at around 170p. 

Taylor Nelson, the mar- 
keting information group, fell 


aassag 

WbtknlaceTfeduwlofi*^ a 
computer services 

creafedbyaMBO&omlCL 

two years ago, rose to J&Sp 
from a 175p placing- Oxford 
j nsftlB neiiisfefl51.5p to 350p 
on a profit warning- 

Some of the smaller re- 
sources shares perked up • Min- 

met added lp to 6.75p on 
“encouraging*' progress in. 
Devon gpld hunt by its Ofex 
traded subsidiary. Creation 
Minerals, up 2p at 19p- United 
Energy hardened to lop on a 
US drilling report. Gaelic Re- 
sources' expansion programme 
lifted the shares 0.25p to 3-75p- 
Acorn Computer held at 
145p. Lehman Brothers 
placed at 130p the 15 per 
cent acquired from the Italian 
Olivetti group earlier this year. 
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iS-be bidders are P«P^ 

^towalkawayThepr^. 

predators was rev^4“ 

fSJti i interim joss urn mmhm 

FUmboyairtHmrartlHo^OT 
Gredin on the former^ 

^ business rivoy^o^ 
ami the shares subsequently 

reached 653p. But the group 
ran into difficult ^ 

Hodgson, who left m June, 

was blamed fcr the slump- 

European Mining Finance 
held at 22p as rebel sbare- 
bolders removed three diner 
tors ,tadodmgciutfe^b"e 
Christopher HalL Gord° n 
Montgomery and ex-PR man 
John Goodger were voted on 
to the board. In the nine 
months to end September 
EMF lost $504,000. 
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Shares fall as Hambros fails 
to reassure investors 
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Hambros disappointed 
its shareholders 
yesterday by refusing. to 
give any details of the 
ongoing strategic review 
being conducted for the 
group by the rival 
Schraders. Tom Stevenson, 
Financial Editor, reports 
on the continuing 
problems at the 
insurance, estate agency 
and banking group. 


Sir Chips Keswick said yester- 
day that Hambros “was actively 
pursuing a number of options'’ 

but declined to gjve any further 

details of bow it planned to im- 
prove its perfonnance. The ab- 
sence of any news, together with 
disappointing results from 
Hambros’ core banking busi- 
ness, saw the depressed shares 
fall another 12 3p to 245p. 

Recent speculation has 
focused on Germany’s West- 
deutsche Landesbank. which is 
believed to have approached 
Hambros with an informal 
offer Sir Chip6 refused to say 
whether one of the options 


being considered by the group 
was to invite a takeover bid. 

He said: “We recently an- 
nounced that we are carrying 
out a review, assisted by inde- 
pendent advisers, of the best 
ways of improving performance 
and returns to shareholders. As 
soon as we are able to make any 
further statement to share- 
holders on progress we shat/ do 
so.” 

Profits for the half year to 
September emerged slightly 
ahead of expectations at £52.9m 
(£35m). although the result 
included an exceptional credit 
of £6.8m compared with one- 
off charges last time of £2.9m. 

The improvement was, how- 
ever, driven almost exclusively 
by Hambros’ investments in the 
Hambro Countrywide chain of 
estate agents and in Hambro 
Insurance Services. 

Profits from estate agency 
soared on the back of the 
thriving housing market in Lon- 
don and the South-east from 
£ 10.5m to £24 -2m. Insurance 
Services more than doubled 
from £4_5m to £9.8m. 

The core banking and in- ■ 
vestment businesses saw under- 
lying profits fall, with banking 
almost halved from £ 10 m to 


£5 ,4m. Thanks to the recovery 
of bad debts, compared with a 
heavy provision last year, the re- 
ported profits from banking 
rose from £4.1m to £6.5m, but 
the market focused on the 
trading performance. 

Hambros is understood to 
have suffered since its involve- 
ment in the discredited £lhn bid 
by Andrew JRegan, the entre- 
preneur, for the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society this year. 
That episode cost the jobs of 
several senior corporate finan- 
ciers at the bank and is thought 
to have made it hard for Ham- 
bros to attract new business and 
caused a higher than usual at- 
trition rate among its staff. 

Hambros also warned that 
its investment arm was likely to 
suffer from a lower level of dis- 
posals in the second half of the 
year. Successful realisations 
from Hambros portfolio of di- 
rect investments contributed in 
large pan to profits from die 
operation off 183m (£2Q.4m). 

Last month Hambros 
bowed to pressure from rebel 
shareholder Regent Pacific and 
appointed its rival Schroders to 
conduct a review of its opera- 
tions and advise it on bow to im- 
prove its performance. 


Vanguard to raise £47m for research 




Vanguard Medica, the biotech 
company backed by some of the 
most famous names in drug dis- 
covery, announced it is raising 
funds worth almost half its 
market capitalisation for future 
research. The company is rais- 
ing £47.9m through a placing 
and open offer and warrants is- 
sue. The shares yesterday 
losed down 123p to 4323p. 
Robert Mansfield, Van- 
guard's chief executive, said the 
company, with £33m cash in the 
bank, needed the money to at- 
tract partners for newer pro- 
jects. “We need to be able to 
reassure big pharmaceutical 


companies that we have ade- 
quate resources.” He said the 
money would be sufficient for 
three years’ R&D. Vanguard’s 
lead product is an anti-migraine 
drug, due to be submitted for 
approval next year, but h is 
working in other areas, includ- 
ing as thma and psoriasis. 

Analysts said that the fund- 
raising was timely, coming 
ahead of a likely boom in 
biotech new issues next year 
which could drain funds from 
the market. The fund-raising is 
being backed by NM Roth- 
schild's Biotechnology Invest- 
ment Trust, which is investing 


£6m. In a complex and novel fi- 
nancing, for every 11 shares 
held. Vanguard investors will 
buy a unit for 12.15p, com- 
prising three ordinary shares 
priced at 4.05p and two war- 
rants exercisable at 500p by 11 
December 1998. 

Vbnguanfs directors include 
Sir David Jack, who as head of 
research at Glaxo was respon- 
sible for ulcer treatment Zan- 
tac, once the world's biggest 
selling drug and Sir John \fcne, 
the Nobel prize winner who was 
formerly head of research and 
development at Wellcome. 

- Samcena Ahmad 
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New strategies 
boost C&W 


Since the prolonged bout of jitters in 
the Fax East markets, shareholders in 
Cable & Wireless have bad something 
of a white-knuckle ride. So it was all 
the more surprising that, despite the 
fall in the Hong Kong markets on Tues- 
day night, C&W shares held their awn, 
dosing just 7p down at 478p. 

Investors should be encouraged by 
the strategies unveiled by Dick Brown, 
C&W's group chief executive. Plans to 
raise £lbn from disposal of businesses 
in which C&W does not have man- 
agement control pleased the market 
yesterday. 

The figures were a pleasant surprise 
too. Before tax and exceptional items, 
profits for the six months to Septem- 
ber rose 9 per cent to £7 97m, above 
market expectations. In the past year, 
the group's customer base has in- 
creased by 50 per cent to more than 
15 million, and its mobile business is 
adding a healthy 50,000 new cus- 
tomers a week. 

Hongkong Telecom reported an 11 
per cent increase in turnover, and the 
Americas delivered double-digit 
growth ra the first half. The profits in- 
cluded five months' contribution from 
the UK telephone and cable TV busi- 
ness, Cable & Wireless Communica- 
tions - formed from a four-way merger 
of Mercury Communications, Nynex, 
Bell Cablemedia and Videotron. 
C&W took a£200m charge to restruc- 
ture CWG but has promised to deliver 
synergy benefits in excess of £100m by 
the end of the financial year. 

More generally, the recent interest 
in long-distance US phone businesses 
such as MO could boost the valuation 
of C&W Inc, the eighth-largest long* 
distance business in the States, as 
companies like BT get hungry for ac- 
quisitions agftin. 

But there is a downside. Profits 
would have risen 14 per cent in the six 
months were it not for the adverse 
effects of currency. That remains a ride 
Likewise, althp ai gfr Bir T-nidgm turmnil 
fafled to impact on the share price yes- 
terday, investors should be warned that 
C&W’s control of Hongkong Telecom 
still leaves the company exposed to the 
vagaries of th£ Hong Kong market. ’ 


Cable & Wireless: At a glance 

Marks value: £10.8bn, share price 478p (-7p) 
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On Merrill Lynch pre-tax forecasts 
of £13bnfor 1998, C&W trades on 17.7 
times for 1998. Worth a flutter. 


CU is not really 
such a laggard 


It is unfortunate for Commercial 
Union that ail the insurers announce 
their results at once. CLTs interim fig- 
ures, released yesterday, prompted 
some unfavourable comparisons with 
rival General Accident. CU announced 
a paltry 3 per cent rise in pre tax op- 
erating profits to £358m for the nine 
months to September, compared with 
the 23 percent record jump in profits 
announced by GA on Thesday. 

So is CU really such a laggard? The 
answer is no, at least not in the longer 
term. CLTs international expansion is 
partly to blame for the dire numbers. 
The advantage of being far flung 
means CU is less exposed to the highly 
competitive UK market, but it does 
mean that the company is vulnerable 
to the vagaries of sterling. 


If constant, rather than prevailing, 
exchange rates are used, CLTs profit 
growth over the last nine months is a 
far more respectable 15 percent. Pru- 
dent accounting policies also make 
CLTs figures look worse than some of 
its competitors. 

Finally, although GAs performance 
in UK underwriting fools far superi- 
or to that of CU - GA turned in a tidy 
£5m profit over the last nine months, 
whilst CU lost £85m - the underwrit- 
ing business depends an uncontrollable 
factors Hlcft the weather. There is no real 
reason why GA’s and ClTs respective 
positions could not reverse next year. 

Just because CU doesn't look so 
bad, that doesn't necessarily make it 
look particularly attractive. Quite the 
reverse. Buoyed by recent takeover 
speculation, CLTs shares currently 
look overvalued. 

In a faffing market, the group’s 
share price fell by 7 per cent to 745p 
yesterday, also because the group’s net 
asset value per share figure fell below 
City expectations. But. given the dif- 
ficult insurance climate - competition 
is fierce and the insurance cycle is in 
a downswing - CLTs share price will 


probably come under further down- 
ward pressure. Forecasts for 1998/9 put 
CU on an expensive 19 times e ar n i ng s. 
Avoid. 


Strong market in 
electrical supply 


Electrocomponents, the electrical 
supplies distributor, may be dull, but 
it is definitely worthy. The shares 
have almost trebled in the past five 
years as the group has gradually 
strengthened its grip on its core market 
of distributing electrical supplies and 
components to engineers who need 
fast, efficient service and are prepared 
to pay for it. 

Half-year figures, reported yester- 
day, showed good underlying progress 
though the headline numbers were hit 
by currency factors. Pre-tax profits rose 
8.5 per cent to £52.4m, though 
£700,000 was lost to the effects of 
sterling's strength. 

The other concern is the UK, which 
accounts for more than two-thirds of 
group sales. UK sales are ahead by an 
underlying rate of 5.4 per cent. This is 
slower than previous years and growth 
has been constrained by the financial 
pressure on Electrocomponents 1 export- 
led customers. However, the company 
says there is room for growth as it is 
still only serving a third of its poten- 
tial customer base. It is also hoping to 
lower costs by encouraging customers 
to order from the CD-Rom version of 
its catalogue rather than the printed 
version, which comes in six volumes. 

Elsewhere. Europe offers good 
growth opportunities as the markets 
there are less well-developed. The Far 
East is also growing strongly, regardless 
of the impact of the financial turbul- 
ence on those economies. Underlying 
growth there is a heady 26 per cent. 

Net cash of £103m will be used in 
part to fund higher capital expenditure 
in the second half, rising from £7m to 
£30m. On upgraded full-year forecasts 
of £121m, the shares, up 03p at 435p 
yesterday, trade on a forward rating of 
22. That is a 40 per cent premium to 
the market. Though this is a solid stock 
with a good track record, the value is 
already reflected in the price. 
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RJB cuts 400 
jobs in South 
Yorkshire 


More than SOO jobs were lost 
yesterday in the Yorkshire min- 
ing and Sou th "Whies refinery in- 
dustries, but Abbey National 
countered the bad news with as 
announcement that it was cre- 
, ating 500 jobs. 

A RJB Mining announced that 

^ 400 jobs would be lost at 
MaJtby Colliery in Rotherham, 
South Yorkshire, blaming the 
strong pound and uncertainty 
over contracts to supply power 

companies with coal. The jobs 
represent more than two-thirds 
of the pit's workforce, which will 
be reduced to 140. 

A spokesman for RJB said: 
“Because of the uncertainty 
over contracts it's a prudent 
step to stop work on develop- 
ing new reserves we may not 
need. When the contracts, 
which run from March, have 
been agreed we will be in a po- 
sition to decide if and when fur- 
ther action is needed to bring 
output in line with sales. 

A further 400 workers will 
lose their jobs at a lubricants 
plant in Llandarcy, near 
Swansea, owned jointly by BP 
and MobiL The plant is set to 
dose in 1999, with workers 
forced to leave by mid-1998. 

“ The closure follows separate 

■cutbacks in the South "IMsles oil 
^Lodnstiy at a refining plant in 
MSford Haven, ftnnbrokeshire. 

Nfore than 27Dstaff and 130 coo- 

traefors wfllTose their jobs at 
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British Energy’s Sizewefl B station: The group is now expanding Into gas-fired generation 


British Energy hints at cash 
handout to shareholders 


■on Swansea oocxeras «* w * 
die products for the plant 
David Morris, Labour Euro 

MP for South Wes West, said 

the efforts of both unions and 
manage ment bad failed to 
counter market forces. “W? did 

everything we could, but today's 

announcement comes as a grave 
blow to an area in which high- 

r • i « i a *n. 


However. Merseyside is set 

to benefit from tfw creation of 

. 500 jobs by Abbey National. 
The hank is setting up a multi" 
minion pound centre for selling 
home insurance over the tele- 
. . .phooft The centre ppened yes- 
Wterday at a refuitiished dock 
' building in Liverpool. 


*- 


British Energy, the 

nuclear electricity 
generator, yesterday 
hinted at a cash hand-out 
to shareholders next year 
as It unveiled better* 
than -expected Interim 

results and said it was 

dose to appointing a new 

chief executive. Michad 
Harrison reports. 

Announcing a £4m pre-tax prof- 
it for the first half and a further 

sharp reduction in borrowings, 
John Robb, chairman, sard 
British Energy now planned to 
d raw up a dividend strategy to 
present to shareholders in the 

next 6 to 12 months. 

Analysis expect the com- 
pany to have paid off all toe 
£700m of government debt that 
it was floated with 18 mouths 


idend or buyback. Baotisb Energy 
has repaid £521m of debt and 
now has gearing of just 12 per 
cent but said it would be com- 
fortable with up to 35 per cent 
This would give it enough fire- 
power to finance its planned ex- 


g^jgjtwfcie scope loreMtd 
shareholder with a speoal div- 


and overseas nuclear markets 
and support a sizeable return of 
capital to shareholders. 

Mr Robb also disclosed that 

the group aimed to appoint a 
new chief executive to replace 
Dr Robert Hawley early next 
month. His replacement has 
been selected and is understood 
to come from the ofl industry, 
possibly BP or Shell. 

British Energy also an- 
nounced a further extension of 
its affiance with Southern Elec- 
tric, the regional power distri- 
bution company. The two 
groups have formed a joint 
venture. Sabre ftjwer, which in- 
tends to invest up to £300m in 

a series of smaU gas-fired power 
stations which will plug direct- 
ly into the local electricity net- 


work and feed large industrial 
customers. 

British Energy and Southern 
are planning up to 20 mini-. 
. stations of about 50 megawatts. 
The stations, which can be 
built quickly, typically cost 
about £15 zd each. 

Including an exceptional 
credit of £1 10m resulting from 
the negotiation of new fuel 
and waste management con- 
tracts with British Nuclear 
Fuels, pre-tax profits were 
£U4m on sales of £871m. 

Mr Robb said British Ener- 
gy's programme of job cuts re- 
mained on track with the 
workforce cut by 672 over the 
lastyear and an course to be be- 
low 5,000 by March 2000. 

He also sprang to the de- 
fence of the Electricity Pool, 
which is now the subject of a frill 
government review, saying; 
“We think the pool works 
pretty welL It is meeting its ob- 
jectives of lower electricity 
prices and creating a more 
competitive market.” 
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Global deflation is a good scare 
story but where's the evidence? 



DIANE 
COYLE 
ON THE 
FINANCIAL 
WORLD’S 
LATEST FAD 


It is always a surprise 10 realise 
tbe extent to which fads and 
fashions dominate the world’s 
financial centres. This is not a 
question of sartorial trends, al- 
though red braces and lies with 
dollar signs have had their bouts 
of popularity. It is more to do 
with the story the analysts and 
salesmen and traders tell to try 
and make sense of the trends in 
the markets and predict wbat 
will happen next. 

All of a sudden everybody in 
the markets is talking about 
global deflation, a scare story of 
falling prices, industrial over- 
capacity and trade wars, all 
triggered by the Asian crisis. 
Like any myth, this has elements 
of truth. The notion that the 
world economy is poised for a 
rerun of the 1 930s with nobody 
willing or able to buy a glut of 
goods is a logical possibility. It 
is just that there is absolutely no 
foundation for h in the evidence. 

Let's try to give the new de- 
flationists the benefit of the 
doubt There is a good case to 
be made that as the slide in Asian 
stock markets and currencies 

dra^on,theoutlookfbrtiiestiU- 
fragOe Japanese economy will get 
worse and the spillovers into the 
rest of the OECD will be bigger 


than anybody first thought Each 
day of foiling share prices in 
Japan, South Korea and Hong 
Kong magnifies the impact 

As fax as the UK is con- 
cerned, the spillover effect 
could be quite large, according 
to a new report from investment 
bank Kleiowozt Benson. Econ- 
omist David Owen predicts that 
GDP growth will slow sharply, 
to 1.7 per cent in 1998, partly 
because turmoil in Asia will add 
to the effects of the strong 
pound, higher interest rates 
and tight fiscal polity. 

He sees several channels 
through which a sharp slow- 
down in the Far East wUi affect 
the UK. One is a drop in exports 
to tbe region, and rise in imports 
from it, because of the ex- 
change rate change. The pound 
has climbed more than 50 per 
cent against the Thai baht and 
about 33 per cent against the 
Malaysian ringgit and Indone- 
sian rupiah. Exports of British 
goods to Asia (including Japan 
and China) amounted last year 
to neaify3per cent of GDP. Ex- 
ports of services were equal to 
about 2 per cent of GDP. 

hi addition, Britain has been 
a big investor in East Asia, and 
earnings remitted from those in- 
vestments were equivalent to 
about 3 per cent of GDP. In 
other words, the scale of the 
British economy’s vulnerability 
to a slowdown in Asia is more 
than twice as big as as the ex- 
posure through trade in goods, 
tbe figure normally cited. 

However, if Mr Owen is 
right, Britain is a special case. 
Other countries are less ex- 
posed to the former tigers. In 
total the 10 biggest Asian 
economies' imports were worth 
about as much as total US im- 
ports last year. but this includes 
Japan - where demand was al- 
ready sluggish before this year - 
and China and Taiwan, which 
have not slowed down. So 
growth prospects in countries 
other than the UK will have been 
dimmed for the same reasons by 
the Asian crisis but the extent is 
stiD unlikely to be huge. 


Contribution of investment 
spending to GDP growth in OECD 



fil 83 65 87 


Asian tigers 1 investment spending 

As % of developed countries speodng 



Economists at James Capel, 
for example, predict domestic 
demand growth in the region 
next year wfll be 5.4 per cent, 
compared with their pre-crisis 
forecast of 8 percent. This is a 
significant slowdown in an in- 
creasingly important market 
for OECD exports, but not an 
implosion or meltdown - pop- 
ular as these words have become 
with many commentators. 

But tbe global deflation story 
does not rest just on weaker ex- 
ports to Asia. The argument is 
that the world has si gnifican t 
overcapacity and is producing 
too much for demand to absorb 
it all following the slowdown in 
the small but once rapidly- 
growing Asian economies. 
These countries, it is argued, will 
use their weaker exchange rates 
to slash prices of their exports. 

In turn this will slow growth 
in the OECD economies as 
their imports rise and exports 
foil, raising unemployment and 
reducing domestic demand. 
Eventually the entire global 


economy wfll be characterised by 
weak demand, excess capacity 
and foiling prices. Hade tensions 
will grow as the US deficit bal- 
loons again, especially vis-a-vis 
Japan; and Congressional refusal 
to grant President din ton “fast 
track” authority in trade nego- 
tiations is an eariy warning of 
19305-style protectionism. 

What are the flaws in this 
stray? The first point is that there 
is no evidence of global over- 
capacity except in one or two in- 
dustries like semiconductors, 
steel and cars. The problems af- 
flicting prominent manufactur- 
ing sectors are taken as symbolic 
of the whole economy, when this 
is for from the truth. 

The new report from James 
Capel shows that the contribu- 
tion of investment spending to 
GDP growth within tbe OECD 
has been on a long-term down- 
ward trend although it is cur- 
rently near a cyclical high. 
Investment spending by the 
Asian tigers, or ex-tigers, has 
grown very rapidly during the 


past decade. However, much of 
this has been On domestic in- 
frastructure. The net addition to 
world industrial capacity has 
been relatively snail. 

Author Keith Skeocb writes: 
“It is for from certain that global 
capacity is expanding as quick- 
ly as it did in the 1950s and 1960s, 
when inflation was low but there 
was no tendency towards defla- 
tion, and many of the same ar- 
guments were levelled against 
rapidly industrialising Japan.” 

So the overcapacity part of 
die deflation story might be log- 
ically possible but in practice it 
is not very important. Likewise 
with the trade part of the story. 
Asia, excluding Japan, happens 
to be in deficit to the rest of the 
world- they import more from 
us than we import from them, 
by a likely $30bn this year. The 
sharp devaluations of currencies 
wfll eventually trim this deficit 
and boost Asian exports. 

This will only be deflationary 
in a global sense, however, if 
world export demand is stowing 
down. The continuing rumblings 
of the stock market might even- 
tually slow growth in the US and 
Europe - although the Dow re- 
mains 20 per cent up in the past 
U months -but for new the signs 
are that demand growth is strong 
to accelerating. Tbe US and UK 
are at full capacity and Europe 
is reojwiing. The recent IMF 
forecasts predicted growth in 
world GDP of above 4 per cent 
fear the next five years and even 
foster world trade growth. Both 
will be boosted when agreements 
liberalising financial services and 
telecommunications come into 
effect before the millennium. 

So again, a sharp slowdown 
in world demand, such that in- 
creased Asian exports oould 
not be absorbed without defla- 
tion, is a possibility. But it is for 
from being a probability. The 
trouble is that the storyline 
“Somewhat slower growth than 
we first thought" is nowhere 
near as attention-grabbing as 
"The sky is falling”. It will be a 
while before global deflation 
goes out of fashion. 
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All merger negotiations are haunted by the 
tricky subject of Who Gets The Top Job, none 
more so than the current talks between ac- 
countancy behemoths KPMG and Ernst & 
Young. Mike Rake, the chief operating offi- 
cer in charge of KPMG’s side of the talks, 
ruffled various feathers on 24 October when 
he. sent a firm-wide e-mail to KPMG 
colleagues saying he had got the top job of 
senior partner in the newly merged finn- 

The memo, sent to all UK partners, also 
said that E&Vs ebullient head boy, Nick 
r^nH would become UK chief executive. 
However, when Mr Rake sent his memo no 
vote had yet been taken on the merger, as this 
week's Accountancy Age, the bean-counters’ 
weekly, points out. Three days after the first 
memo Mr Rake sent a second one saying that, 
of course, these decisions were all subject to 
a vote by partners. 

A KPMG spokesman was unimpressed by 
the suggestion yesterday that any KPMG part- 
ners could “have been upset by Mr Rake’s 
eagerness with the news of his ascent “It's 
absolute twaddle. There is no story,” he said. 

"Mr Rake was going on holiday to Spam when 

he sent the first memo late on a Friday 
afternoon. He then realised he should point 
out that partners would vote on it and sent 
another eariy on tbe Monday morning." 

So that’s all right then. I'm sure all part- 
ners will be eager to rubber stamp Mr Rake’s 
elevation when they’re given the chance. 
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director, told shareholders of BSty ® 
fnr dicitai TV, Mr Robinson attempted to stew 
SSS? Uiustrate the speech- ^oavafi 
Shareholders started to utter as MrRoto 
son struggled with the video *££■***?' 
Rupert Murdoch, meanwhile, looked on m 

St °FhSty Mr Robinson gave up and took to 
the stand to tell the meeting: “We have got 
an alternative plan where we act out the 
video." The shareholders loved it. Mr 
Murdoch was not amused. 


Not many people can daim to have beeu bom 
in Manhattan, attended Kings College, Cam- 
bridge, have driven the night shift in a New 
York taxi, own an extensive Roman coin- 
collection and run their own PR firm in the 
City. Henry Gewanter is that roan. Our fast- 
talking hero has just jumped ship from the 
City consultancy Financial Dynamics to set up 
on his own with a firm called Rjsitive Profile. 

There's just Henry and one other at the 
moment, and he's going on a hiring spree for 


Co-operation Ireland, a charity set up m 1987 
to encourage greater contacts and under- 
standing between the communities north and 
south of the border, is launching a lawyers 
support group in London this week. Supported 
by Allied Irish Bank, The Lanyer magazine 
and London law firms Coltyer-Bristow and 
Magrath & Co, the launch has attracted a 
clutch of high profile names. Supporters in- 
clude Michael Ashe QC. Mfctaeljoltaii. Keith 
Oliver (Kevin Maxwell’s lawyer) and Richard 
Ferguson QC, who was involved in the Guild- 
ford Six and Rose West cases. 

Michael Keane, an executive director of 
Morgan Stanley in London and a council 
member of Co-operation Ireland; said such 
initiatives are aimed at bringing people to- 
gether from all communities and dispelling 
the prejudices which have underpinned the 
Troubles. “If we can change attitudes then we 
can build a lasting peace in Ireland for the 
next generation,” Mr Keane said. 

The charity's chairman is lfeny Neill, man- 
aging partner of Andersen Consulting, and 
its deputy chairman Professor George Bain, 
Principal of London Business School. 
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British-trained runners 
have continued their 
plunder of overseas 
prize money this year. 

Richard Edmonds on 
reports that the total is 
rapidly approaching the 
equivalent of £IO m . 


Heray Hudson was set adrift by 
a mutinous crew and never 

seen again, whfle Captain Cook 

was clubbed to death in Hawaii. 
Seen in that context, the recent 
explorations by Britain to the 
Melbourne and Breeders’ Cup 
were not total disasters. 

Our boys may not have con- 
tributed greatly in the An- 
tipodes and America, but 
Harbour Dues’s fourth at 
Flemington meant that Aus- 

Barton finds 
favourite spot 

Barton Bank has been installed 
the 6-1 favourite in Ladbrokes’ 
opening book on the Hennessy 
Gold Cup at Newbury a fort- 
night on Saturday. 

David Nicholson’s 1 1 -year- 
old, who is due to carry top- 
weight of list 131b in the 
Hennessy, is two points short- 
er than Francois Doumen’s 
Djeddah and Venetia Williams’ 
Celtic Abbey, who share second 
favouritism at 8-1. 

HBJ MESSY GOLD CUP: Ladbrokes: 6-1 
Barton Bark. B-1 Djeddah & Celtic Abbey. 9-1 
Cooma Hfl A Time For A fan, 10-1 Eudtoe. 
12-1 Siam Bay ft Betmorn King, u-i Tryxig 
Agate. FfywS NafX Genera) lAWta ft tecb- 
caaoch.iB -1 Go Baftaic. Banja tbrioteeGata 
Harwell Lad, Indian Tracker. Barone) ft 
Colonel In Chial 20-1 bar. 

RESULTS 


soil fertile for Britain's explorers 


NEWBURY 

1 . 20 : 1 . H 1 LLSW 1 CK (A P McCoy) B-15 
fenr, 2 . Shknba HHta 7-1: 3. Javelin Cool 
1B-1 4 ran. m A (J King, Swindon). Tola: 
ElAtt DF: £330. CSF: CM7. 

ijSth 1. LAUGHING FONTAINE (I* R 

m-aar-— * *** 


* 9-4. 4 ran. a SSL JK Batey. 

Upper Lamboum). Tot* £780. DF: G40Q. 

CS=:£l 2 Sa 

220 : 1. DARAYDAN (A P McCoy) 1 -6 far. 
2. Ocootd 10-1 ; 3. Ftatay Wood B-1. 3 ran. 
8, cksL (M Ppe, WoSngton). Hafir Ml DF: 
CLIO CSF: £USQ 

2J50: 1. COPPEH BOY P PW*I) 2-1 ; 
a Northern Start** 4-5 tar, 3. KHtoanay 
Can 20-L 4 ran. a. Get (R Buckler, Bnd- 
porll Tbto: DF: CU90. CSF: £381. 

320: 1 . OH ROCKET (X Abpinfl 6-6 far, 
2 . Black Statement 3-1; a rtosUno 2-t 
3 ran- O. 27. p Diddn, Ktewent). Tbta: £200 

DF:£Z2aCSF:CMtt 

3J50: 1. CHERHYMORE p Ranant) 
7-1 : 2. Country Beau EM tor, 3. Big Parka 
16 - 1. 12 nm. i'h, a (Mrs J Pitman. Upper 
Lamboum). Tbta: ESfiO; £150. ElllO, £3*X 
DF: £730. CSF: E2U» too: C3MQ 
Placapot E2558Q Quadp ot: £18 66 
Plan 6 : E17I.1G Plan 5: BOOT. 

KELSO 

1.10: 1- MOST WANTED 1C McCwrno- 
c*} 20 ~ 1 ; a. TtaceabHtyil4£ Escobar 
14-1 IB ran. 2-1 fav Chna C»#a FjK t]W 
McKeownV To to: *2840; E26CI 

DF: £4960 CSF: £7134 too: £24680 (part 

'“&Q: r. PEN71ANDS FLYER (ADtotiW 
1.3 far. 2 . Mretaca 12-1:3. A MaMen rohe 
12-1 5 ran. Zh. 12 

£130: E11Q ram DF: E& 40.C SF: B483. 
aiftl/WELLAPPOWra) (9 Lea) 6 - 1 ; 

SSss 

^ESSum- (A Dobbin) 9-2; 2 . 


theindHendenI 
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tralia became the 15th counuy 
in which British horses had 
earned money this year. We 
have been rude to hosts around 
the globe. 

Before the weekend, British 
horses had earned £9,390,514 
during a campaign which, for 
the purposes of awarding a 
honour to the top trainer 
abroad, starts in early Decem- 
ber. The starting pistol for the 
trainer prize reports after the 
Japan Cup bui before the forth- 
coming prestige races in Hong 
Kong, which were won ( ton) by 
First Island and Luso last year. 

On Sunday there was a fur- 
ther financial explosion in Italy, 
including the Prcraio Roma, the 
third richest race in that coun- 
try this year. Britain was -ikn 
first and second in the Premio 
Ribot, in which runner-up 
Gothenberg was making his 


OasSc Contact Wo 3 Ctawtf Cort*3 
G-W was ‘^rawinw wjdaron»R 
Rufo 4 applies to bS bets, deduction 30p 
in the pound. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
HAP: As You Like it 
(Market Rasen 1.40) 

NBt Zdiba 
(Ta unton 235) 

■“3.10s 1.COQUI LAME pPBBhBf) 3-ljB. 
WayikrfifU 13*tfc 3. Brtal*a 

(J Dm; iwr £358. DF: OSO. 

C ^^M°reCHAUPM^(DW< i 

tgsa&ss 

ffiStEWSAsa Qua** ewan 

ptac*6: £83761 Ptaco & E31238. 

WORCESTER 

1 -00: 1.»ES£5 

i or, Z 

ra£a DF: 

KaSmKAZE (N WB amsaO 4-1: 

\SSS&S3% 

todFeoSn&SC IW £*29 CSft. gtia 
*on^iUl^ROBeRTO (T J Mlkpby) 

iispEsg 

5-2 lav; 2 . Bwwa sawn 

■■3asf5Sg!SJs 
sSssasisss as&fg 

■SB®®**?: 

'KSsSST"** 


12th foreign sortie of the sea- 
son. Mark Johnston’s traveller 
has picked up a cheque on nine 
of these occasions, including 
£88.000 from a success in 
Berlin. 

Victoiy for Taipan in the 
main race at the Capannclle 
took his earnings abroad this 
year to £488,435. J ust one of his 
seven starts has been conduct- 
ed in the land of his training. 
Taipan’s day was also a great 
day for Mom. Alidiva’s off- 
spring have now won four 
Group One contests this sea- 
son, with contributions also 
being made by Ali- Roy a] (Sus- 
sex Slakes) and Slecpytimc 
( 1,000 Guineas). We hope they 
all write home. 

British horses have had a 
poor year in Ireland this year, 
with ne'er a Classic between 
them. You have to blow (he dust 


off several rows of form books 
before you can find a previous 
instance of thaL In Italy, on the 
other hand, they virtually wait 
for us at the airport with stuffed 
suitcases. Wc have filled our 
boots in the boot nation to the 
tunc of over £2_5m. 

France was the second most 
lucrative destination, followed 
by Dubai, where the only win- 
ner was Singspiel in the Dubai 
World Cup. That winner's 
trainer, Michael Stoule, will be 
the lop of his trade abroad this 
year, and those in file behind 
him at the moment are Clive 
Brittain, John Gosden and 
John Dunlop. But there may be 
more funds to come. 

SiDgspiel’s stable mate Pil- 
sudski, and Luca Cumani’s 
Mans, flew out of Heathrow 
yesterday bound for Narila air- 
port in Tbkyo. On the way to the 


Japan Cup they were expected 
to refuel at Anchorage in Alas- 
ka, (a flight, during which, they 
might have been able to sec the 
idly entombed Hudson out of 
a porthole). The Newmarket 
pair will be joined in battle a 
week on Sunday by Ireland’s 
Oscar Schindler, the French colt 
Astarabad and Germany's Cai- 
tano. 

Back in the land of the Ris- 
ing Damp there Is less money 
but at least as much excitement 
available this weekend at Chel- 
tenham and Ayr. It emerged 
yesterday that Cblin Parker’s 
unbeaten chaser, Sparky Gale, 
would perform at the former 
venue in the Murphy's Gold 
Clip. The trainer did not vol- 
unteer cowardice, and the de- 
sire to avoid the Gold Cup 
winner Mr Mulligan in the 
Sean Graham Chase at Ayr, as 


part of his decision-making 

process. 

“We would not be afraid to 
take on Mr Mulligan,” Parker 
said. “Bui we’re fairly well 
handicapped at Chelte nham 
and that helped us make 14) our 

minds.” 

Sparky Gale, who won the 
Catheart Chase at the Festival, 
is expected to graduate to- 
wards the Gold Cup this season, 
a target also for a possible op- 
ponent on Saturday, Coome 
HDL Walter Dennis, the Bude 
permit holder, was expected to 
run his former pointer in a long- 
distance event on the same 
card, but he is now a little am- 
biguous. 

“I’ll decide tomorrow after 
I’ve schooled Coome HilL” 
Dennis said. “It’s a bit of a 
dilemma with one race over 
2m5f and the other 3tn3 l /d. If 



John Dunlopc Far-sighted 


we’re to win the Murphy’s, he 
would get a penalty for the 
Hennessy that would put him 
on 12 stone-" Chance would be 
a fine filing. 

MURPHY’S GOLD CUP (ChrtMliMn, 
Saturday): Coral: 9-4 SparXy Gayle, 5-2 

sassassKSK 

Do uni 3-1 Did*) Flyet 9-2 Bertone. 

1 Death dBAwaJ. Pottert Bay ft Serar 
SBatnitit 


TAUNTON 


1.00 Laura Lye 
1.30 King Mole 
2.05 Master Bomber 
2.35 Country Thrquln 


HYPERION 

3.05 Dream Leader 
3.35 Decyborg 

4.05 Gambling Gunner 


GOING: Good 

• A^u-hand coma Runnci cri COytfe 

• Course is south of town an B3T7Q TtWHon station 2m. ADMISSION: Members £H; 
Paddock C&50; Centre of Course £4. CAR PARK: Free parting araBobla. 

• LEADING TRAINERS (FIVE-YEAR RECORD): MPfpa3Srrira from 177 iums 096%). 
P Hobbs 22-91 (&£%). R Hodges 15-143 pass.) P MchaQs7-76 (92%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 18-91 (06%V 0 Bridgwater «66 (TOft). C Maude 
13-84 (S&H M A FRzgarafd 0-77 (13%!. 

• FAVOURITES: tB wins tram 373 races 07%). 

BUNKERED RRSTTIME: Nona 


2.05 


1.00 


ORCHARD POHTMAN SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,375 added 2m If Penalty Value £1 ,889 

1 2-3054 HEVER GOLF DIAM0M) ( 2 D) (Ctassic Ur* Syndeate) J R Bea 4 It O. Jl A Rtzgenid 

2 506CP WINTER MELODY (21) (JopxUa Syndcato) P Mipty 5 11 B .PHerteyP) 

3 4303ft HUBERT (26) (L H BAngo 1 & Mb P WHfan) L Gasick 7 11 5 UfO IfcPtoflp) 

4 CO-55 LAURA LYE $ 28 ) (CD) (Duncm HaMi) B Do Ham 7 11 1 — G Upton 

5 53036 BBC0tMpT(D)(lfcCWcnSkM)kfesA9KW7110 AmSntaO 

6 2C0ft4 ttGHEST ROOTS (FR) ( 10 ) (RJFteofcB) DWrbB Gif 0 -Wltatao 

7 460 0BSJ06 (USA) (26) pchn Faraoi aid Son^ Mss SWttn 6 DG A P McCoy 

B 443402 UT 11 E HOOLIGAN P) (CO) ( 6 Wtbdihg)SKiil 0 t BBS LAtpdpJV 

9 50660 COOCHE^Q (pD)(SMMcCiutani) RBokaBOB — VShdsryB 

B 0PO6-0 WSSNXSHT 0 WL[B^(P ATytaOHFnrl6B4 JFitat 

H 


by Flortta Peart at tho Chefterhom FeaSvaL Wo Bun Araenel can bo decant on Ns day 
and e a steely danger on a course where he IlntShed second to Tnstamfc Imag e on Ns 
hurctes debut last season TWo To Tango needs la lump better man he dd at Hereford 
whai fifth to Mamas. KH»fl Of The Blue*, second to Mra Emm at shaip LuSawonhtt 
bumper debut, rtfsappantod afterwards and probatdy wants a softer track. AarW view 
t «5 more on Ns Note than when second here to Northern Drums m a seise write Boeno 
Script is probably best watched snee leaving Jack Hanson. 1 

Not For Parrot is Westing «i Na hurdles debut. Setecthm: KING MOLE 

SCOTTISH EQUITABLE/ JOCKEYS ASSOCIATION NOVICE 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £6,000 added 2m 3f Penal- 
ty Value E4J280 

34-231 5UPBUOCK(101 (PQflrtB)NPIpe6t!D(7Bi) 

m/0 ffiGHTOWN CfflALffiR p2) (Q? (Irtos fl Ootooi) R Fbdjrd 6 ft B JHnft(7) 

31-225 LDSLONOS ( 21 ) (Rusal Pliidiing Lid) G BaitogS 11 5 ^JFwB n 

1-2554 SHtUHAOH OAX (22) (C E ktor)J 03*8711 5 MAf^HMB 

BfiXAN TQfi>LE p7) (CO) penkCSarte) KBaxpen 2 CSafflsg) 

Q3P42- H(HJS {251) (Ms 3 S OcufSss-PSnnaii) J King 7 B 11 JMoiy 

3R22S3 CANT SOT (B) |U B Cawart J M BredBy 5 B h : 

46836 SJL 0 iTGUNS(KZ) (28) p F 6 *WT») G ErteankBOB 

3W53 SPOTffiSUIMSEpEJIMrsDIhohBn) BDeHaan7B7 BUcNMIB 

DF4U UASTBIBO*BHtn5)(PRtei)RAlner6B3 A~ rTl ? ?!! 

__ — “■ — .JfrOUcnnd( 7 )B 

.11 Grifflttai (7) 


3.05 


PP403 SANDS P0OTT (27) (Ms C R Haywi) C ftphwn 7 B 3 . 

PP3B- DUNNCXS WB-L (251) (F GTudat FTxlerBBD- 

— ■ 


.B Fenton B 


P63PA) IDGE(19}(LongdonRadngOub) NBNBIOI5B0 

-11 dadnad- 
UMnm might 10*. True ftax&xa Logo 9st iSta. 

BETTING: 54 Hem GoH Diamond, 74 Lisle Kooigan, 5-1 Hobart. 7-1 OtMkw, 10-1 Laura Lye. 
1M Ericofln, KghMt Roota. Mntor iMody. 14-1 Mn Mght DM. 1S-1 logh.20-1 CoocWe 
10BB: LdSD Hootor 5 11 B R Johraon 6-i |G Edwids) B mi 
FORM GUIDE 

Not too much to get excited about in this opener with Hewer Golf Diamond In whhevBry 
daince on a shwp track that should sutNm. A wtoneralLudow and Fskenham, Hauer 
Golf Diamond rwi petty we» at Fakenhom last time when a aix-fcngth fourth to Hghty 
M ppitaMn. Hrihert in akn in with a aound chance on Ns comeback showing (first oul- 
hg tor two yean) when third of 17 to l^on in a conettlone aelar at Sbatfanl (»etoa was 
Med oH h that rwa and to only 6b better with Hubert but promtee was shown on Ns 
ludas debut and this type of handcap, plus Tbny McCoy; gNeebbrnnora of a dunce. 
Utaa HooBgm has changed yards since Ns win in iNs race last yeec TNb seaer vtoMd 

teve been an obvtots target and Ne head second to Colway Prince at Luttor on Tuee- 
day gives him a taring chance. Highest Roots could not wto a Mer tor Marlin Pipo, 
though Ns two starta for new comocttons have boon h non-sefcrx but tfw tip is tho n»- 
tosh WINTER B4BJ0L3Y. who can do better at fhks trip and ks«r grade after a needod 
run behind Poto«dgea»Wincanton (an CN) last month. SeleOtons WMTER RB-ODY 

WEATHER BYS STATISTICAL RECORD MAIDEN HURDLE 

, (CLASS E) £3,400 added 2m It Penalty Value £2,794 

KB60 ABOVE SUSPICION (27) [t*5 J N HunpNeys) E L. James 5 tl 5 JHKengli 

P«2 ABBALVEW(42)(6QrxxlrtWGNTiirar6ll5 

BEAhO SCRIPT (P98) MaSy Wana 4 tl 5 

A Fazgerald 

— JQBoty 

..TJIAaphy 


MrwTxmweiBrtrrfta. frus/erric^ trolp/r Otortda 

BETTI NO: 2-1 SuptatNck. 4-1 Matar Bmrtra; 5-1 Lostoewa. 7-1 Bran. 9-1 Shnatagh O M.tQ-1 
todtao tteapta, 12-1 Hlghtmto Coriw. S8snl Guns, l»-1 CbiI Say. Spring Suntaa. 20-1 rim 
1996: Chickabiddy fliiofl Johnson 541 (G fifwads) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

WHh wins on the Ftal end owr ludes, Supenddr can be expected to run igtoNs 
best Formerly with WMe Mu* Supemnick won on hn fret start rice idraig Msrbn Pipe 
when butta Dr Ftockel at Plumpton t> days aga He should be ngM thws. e«n wtn 
hta 7Ii penalty: but MASTER BOMBER can beat him oH a toother weight after an u»- 
kcky rrwhep seven out at Fontwel last time. Lightty-raced. Master Bontior had Barter 
shown promtae when fourth to iha tasty Aahwel Boy at Nweton Abbot Lcekxnos, awto- 
rtrm pointer h betand and now over ropiUiton fences tor Iha first tame, tool® ready to 
take a hand after an enoouagng huifles showing betarcl Polo Rklge at Mncanton. &eus 
needs to hiprave to concede ihe wetoW to Master Bomber Hlghtown CarraOer has had 
Ife rvoNenw s«a his hurdto wtna ana Mte promise was shown on Ns mum but the oe- 
Ctarfa Egerton trained Slant Gw has a chance after he was taoad wifh a massive 
trie against Green Green Desert hare. ShBtatagh Oak has some farm and t Warest- 
ra with Mick Flbnaekl booked, but IncBan Ttonpta's coine win tea month may not 
amouit to too much. Selection: MASTS? BOM9ER 


2.35 


1.30 


0P- RVEBOYS(22B)(MsSJib*iy)R1«gBS5115. 

300- KWG HOLE(24fl)(D)(DerisfilB|JOU6ll 5 

3250- IQNQ OF THE BLUK (185) (tan Wtown) J King 5 tl B ■ 
34> NQ»m«JW®1EY(TF)lAJThorT^ACwrel5T15- 


HUMincmvw»cnir||na ■ - — 

QftFP- NOTFORR«tflOT(a3B)(R&oartBflPH*te5ll5 -- 

72SJPU R01AND (166fl (tatog Sm9 P L 

S3- HUMPBSTWSWNpZ7) (KaWi Dane! Oafab) Hlfaw5 11 5 BPcart 

5 SPOHIBffi CHANCE (B) (H S Oennon) R RotaS h 6----— 

2P- WHTON ARSBtAL (F12) (Eketoess Fan® Express) K Briicp 5 Tl 5 BSUppSp) 

50006 HNE SPU 6 T (15) (Whstam SolMnb LK9 N Lampad 5 11 0 .CVhbbp) 

M 5 TMOTOTANGO(82) (FJIMs ftMWMA9NTwtorvDBifca41iO CUwriyn 

BETTING: M Kkn Mate. 3-1 TWo TbUnga, 5-1 RumpaMfiteMn, 6-1 AariM VtaA 10-1 VHoa to- 
sand, 11-1 KtagotTha Bhata, 14-1 Boeno Scrtjrf, Sporttog Charm, 20-1 «fwra 
198 & ftamaartz 4 n B N Wfcmson ovens tor (Mss VWftsns) Brat 

FORM GUIDE . 

KING MOLE, a decant bumper sort and a wnw at Pbnttogdon in January: w* Ibid tns 
flret taste ol hurdlng erier man Na fine! task of last term - the campottova bumper wan 


SOUTH WEST RACING CLUB AMATEUR RIDERS’ HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,400 added 2m 3f 110yds 
Penalty WdUB £1,917 

1 U4P46 MDBLHY(USA) (42}(C) (MsCynthaWMartRAtoer t)tt B^ — .JMrJTtaradfS) 

2 BTB4- BORN TO PLEASE (A BSflaCfiB/P Hobbs 5 113 JbHWWofS) 

3 fSEH ZHJBAfiS1)(I^(BF)iaBBt'rhBB«*)PCJan*>^5t10 Mr C Bruner (3) 

4 Rfras PAR OF JACKS {fl)(GQtdBnaBiecawwa)PHofai>B7Bfl MrR WkJg»r(7) 

5 14004 REACH FOR GLORY (1 18) (GRfchwds) Oaten Beholds SB 6. -Mr 5 Bbctawl (7) 

6 06013- COUNmYTAMXHN{187)|MKCAJBnw4RH00gH5B£>. MrRVAMayP) 

7 5-B61 A S JM (4) (0) fH Jmes) 0 ONbI 8 B 0 JtaHOtewfO 

0 BP-50 TOP SIQPPffl (22) (V 6 Green*# V Granway 5 B 0 — UrO McPhafl (7) 

9 -23353 H821G (USA) (15) (D)UriJoa^J Joseph B B0 MtaaBaM FWwr(7) 

B FP6FP SWEETiy DtSPOSB) {SQ (Ttnofty E bqbi) C J enes 9 10 0 AbsBanal(7) 

-lOdectarad- 

AMiun tosl Trua imfcqp Bp Sifpper M 13ft MUg Bsi MA. SmMtfOapiml 
BsfQh 

BETTING: 56 A S Jba, 7-a Bora Th Ptaaaa, 5-1 Courtry Ttaqnta, M ZMba. 7-1 Pwr 01 Jacta, 10- 

1 NobWy. M-1 Raach For Glnr* 16-1 WU9, Thp SU|W 66-1 Bwast Dtapated 
1996: Now ftn 7 11 0 Mr C Vlgore R 4-1 (N Hunctorsort) n ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Thara'a heiy to bo batter to crwnefnxn COUNTRY TARQUIN, who might wel owreome 
a layoff to beat ttw nwdest tot A low weight ® a help and he certaWy stays, hawing 
beaten Spring Hebe in a 20-runner anair at Wlncanton (2m Bf) to March. Faced with a 

rnassivelHSklnxnoutNthBharxJi^onN&rxiyreriMxtegHBrtmNewtonAbtxX.Couiv 

try Twain has a tariig chance A S Jim has orty Ktat after a Warwick win from Evbeb 
R uto so he is hard to ignore, as to the wafthanrJcapped Pair Of Jadca. who lows a sharp 
course and beck hurting after laUng owr lances. P»Mp Hobbs, tremor of FWr Of Jack^ 
atao runs Born 1b Please, who won tour term on tost ground last season TNs ftsf nm 

stooe April sitould not be too murti of a problem. Noblaty has sift to win sinca the mow 
to Robert Ahar, though a sipped saddle In e talar here test morah would not have hatoed. 

l-te ctash was sta in eyktance to a Rat race won Pay Homage at Wtacantan three waata 
ago - the gaking being beaten Juel over three lengths. Selection; COUNTRY TARQUN 


EGERTON ANNIVERSARY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
- - t £4.000 added 3m Penalty Value £2^40 .. . . 

T 4CP-3 CSaAGNEUlAGHp^ (0)3*sSAScoU)N'Fwaav0^mh h ^ — DUHalhin 

2 44643 LAKE0FLDUGHREAM(UteHatyJDriy)KBaiBy711tl ~ ATh ? ^f 

3 -B2Z DiMBlE (17) (W»ll 68 ) JKhfl 7 W_B. OVr#™ 

4 OBRy SUPER UVJ (lUQ (F D Ateon) B Meefen B It TbuSv. 

5 SUSP DREAM l£U£R (37) (Mhs/Mj«^UJRobe^7JlDOL-~~ 

6 SRS* JAUfifiEAKER (T73) (The Jay Panned B R MtoaVB « 12 DSlUarpj 

7 (4555- STEBAE JACK (227) (CD( TX BahoplK Stfiop B Bit 

B PP363 RYT0NRUNI(10)(P)(WJOdBSIAsSO»Bl07- SniMfim 

B 3PP-K LliQUO P1U pB) (CO) (C J Spenc er) A^ now B B 7 JWOUcPha(7) 

BEITWG: KKW0 GWaGnarigh, 7-2 Diam Lasdn; 9ft Dobela, 5-1 lata Of 
per MNL 12-1 Jrimto^JooiQ Pki, 14-1 ra Hat My FaidL 16-1 Sinuplfl Jack. 

19» La Ifcmsy B B 0 D VW* (31 5-1 W1 

nnhaBe a a horn-runner who hes gained witwotfer shorter Irtpa. She is wa lhar^cgpped 

on her win frem Brambteberry at Market Rasen to AugtetanO la Wr 

tartan (wmer stoca) bri to to Tbwwetw test tn«i St* w« tato ihe 

tratr^blrtDHEAM LEADER ta the mato fancy Whmr weak race a 

season he was trawriM ml on that course ted month whan » Ma on he 

■noa talhe race won by Paper Stec GWta Gnautegh hinted at e 

to 'top JaveAn at Bangor on Ns reappearance and he coMd Z7» 

farm.LMta Of Lnughrea shoted ftod thta Baser after the latest atte mpt a K empton .b u t 

he Is piwtag coatly to toBowt Staper MMt has won at the Ngo*’ 

hctodrtg In haecast bete on the return from a lay-cdHL SatocHon: DREAM LEADER 

SKYLARK NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 3m 
110yds Penalty Value E2JB14 

1 201-2 MCYBOW(Ffl}p6)(ftrryNBl)UPSpB6115 A PBeCoy 

2 254-B GAMOT(ZS)(D)(JJBorir)NMfchei7T1 5 C Ura—Byn 

3 P-P 2 iP ST BELlSfi LB3URE ( 21 ) [Si ItoAon EstttBS Ud) N Harks 5 11 5 A Thornton 

4 0- EA 6 BT BEAVER [24^ (TTe Muttoy Oo») N TtaaonOatee 5 B 12 -JTJeete 

5 44 MABTER»mmDpi)(Paade)nH0i|ps5BG T P"S 0IB " 

6 SOMP SEIRA NEVADA <Sf)(ftrBBrtnio)N rid* 0BS Green e 

7 S306P WEAVB1 SQUARE (1 fcre Bala*) P Ecdes 8 B 12 DGNtaghar 

8 P 3 O 4 J 0 HVDBA1A (IB (MsTD PfcngEn) MsT Rteigtori 7 B 7 DWjbbffl 

9 PPOPO- L0-1YTHEHUYP46) (EA Dawes D JcngE.EPpw)MraBYtong6B7 - --E Byrne 

B 3000 GOLDEN LflY (10) d*sM F*baim) GayKNw»ay4B6 MAftogwri 

-tOdadared- 

aETTlNQ: 10-11 [tacytxxg, 5-2 Gamey, 11-2 St BteSon Litaue, 7-1 Qoktefl LBy. 12-1 Master fc»- 
IML 14-1 Eager Bamc2B-1 Stem Nmad^ 25-1 oHna 
19 M Htray Mart 5 B B N WBneon 94 in (N WMn) 9 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

DECYBORG has aJreaJy won over hurdes after a defeet over fences and can repeat 
tfte act alter a second to Danger Baby Nue last month. He should come on .tor th atflre t 
iunat the season and Ns forcing tactics mey prows too much for this opposition. Gveay 

was ovwatrip tra short to Chepstow lost ttrm He had eartto won gamely from Sparidng 

Buck oner three Wes at Warceater end he toeo won a port teat yaac Si MaMon Lai aura 
wona very week fay- m inar a fte k toWtoeanton tato month and m days tater on Ihe same 
course frtehad ttotad off to the more competitive race won by Polo Rldga There has In 
be a worry about Master MHHtekl getting the trip, whie Eager Bemyr was boug* out 
of Henrietta Knights yard since the gekSngh sole rut to Uttoxetec This teat of st amaia 
wfl suit Golden Uly, an ex-txjmper mare with plenty of otaytog abftty on iha dan* side 

Selection: DECYBORG 


3.35 


4.05 


WEATHERBYS ‘STARS OF TOMORROW OPEN NH FLAT 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m If Penalty Value £1^08 

1 1 0R8WHLLIHAIHtSWHJ.(B) (D)(RUEWiEfBPrttb3B11 Tl — llrRW1d|pr(7) 

2 3 AUTUMN BLUNDER (21) (Ms Ohren A Corel 5 Tl 4 XAhpufu H 

3 ■ GAUBLMGGUWBf (HsJFtatflhlM)UPfM5T14 APlfcOcy 

4 0- HOra. CASINO (NZ) (285) Skfttttftmn) A Dim 511 < .Gtornwy 

5 06 LUCXYTOUCH (152) (ftc^abmn FannSUd) WMiir471 4 ABriaR 

6 SALFORD QUOT (AJThorrpBai) Mra J Wren -4 71 4 Hfhnato 

7 OP- SHUKHRWEH (290) (UraSuralKtane tater) NLampvd 6114 GUpton 

B 0- SPRUCE LODGE (266) {Lka WJantoQ-lKtag 4 114 .S Hoo^taai (7) 

9 GTOOHG BREW (Lndy St Cbr-Fod, J Pamss S lAmhal) K &fey 5 tl 4«A fl ffaUoj (5) 

B WMiNGT0mipRGRaara»PFBm44114 L Haney 

H 0 INDIAN LEGBC (T8) (F W4 EPFtoge) l*aSW*ani»4 BB — So<bio Ulchei P) 

C SECf£T ROSE (Ms D Jani^ M Pipe 5 B B. Ga«te(5) 

B UAliAffTHSIOHy (Cki)LIK(Rn£3igABientotoCki4)NChance4 BBPI^teD(7) 

-Udacfared- 

BETTMO: 2-1 Gwritag Giro*. 3-1 Saifonl Ouey. 4-1 O wriMUn a— , 5-1 Strang Brew. 7-1 
Aohran Oundw. 12-1 Secret Ron, Sgreca Lodge, 14-1 LocXy touch, V4iant Uwmry; 14-1 rttwre 
rage: M±E 5 11 4 A P McCoy 3-1 (X Burks) B ran 


MARKET RA SEN 

HYPERION 

1.10 Quango 1.40 Royal Result (nb) 2.15 EX- 
ECUTIVE DESIGN (nap) ZA5 Dulas Bay 3.15 
Naughty Future 3.45 Toby Brown 


GOING: Good (Good » Sollln p«ac«). 

A RhjM-hand, sharp, undulating orcut FklHTi Of onB wn^g. 
X^reetaaritototen on AfK3i Market Rasen stetaiJLno^ 
^rtS^Irvs) m. ADMISSION: Ckib 

who ere membsre of coirea!* Atotes Ckti Efl. Slwr Fang £5 (>Ai- 
M»a dub QAPs E2J5CA CAR PARK: Free. 
£^SwQTWUNEre: Hn M Rowley » C2a«S>. H Pipa & 

S^tLK Morgan «-1C fC5%l K Bailey B42pi») 

M LEADING JOCKEYS: N WlUamson 21-81 (259%). P Nfwn T9- 

• ^LASSmahV-tia (131%). A P McCoy 16-W (32-7%) 

(140): Pnraata (viaored. 34^ 


fcSrwxm ewphc 10a. True taarxfcap rigtat WitewBtt) W 8to 
BETTING: ii-4QwiiB0,7-a8Mylteiwy 1 1i-acolteBaPrtow,7-itop- 
tech, 9-1 Ois Kris, Hj > In, 10-1 Down Iha tord, 1M othns 

-teftl SELKIRK NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D). 
,4M I £3350 added 2m If 110yds 

1 1 WDMNAFWNCESS(19)(CD)MsMft9«lBy4BO 

PNNan 

2 08004 ADMIRAL'S GUST (70) W Ctay 6 B B RJotaWW 

3 00092 A7fflWSUNnflMO^n«n4Btt...-WWoiWn^M 

4 3 ASYDUUKEU(USA)(19)»taDHB*»5B«-JFlB8y 

5 oao- ROnaffi (Hag J Howard Jdnson6BB GBrabUy 

6 GENERAL HAVEN (FW) M Soewsby 4 B 12 ABSrrtt 

7 0 LOT TTC BLANK Pte H Hsnmonrf 4 B E. RQariy 

B 0650 lYSAfOSt (19) IAS S Lsraynen 5 B B -J KaQSfl (3) 

g IKMS (F22) 8 Btaan 6 B 12 _. .C HcCwmac* (7) 

B MOUNTGATE(F10)MBeby5B12 ADoUki 

11 09- NAMOODAJ (K5) D Nchctacn4 B 12 — 

C 60300 P0RTVALM<SKA(t9)JAibrra4BB 


3 Om- FEH. THE POWER p7^ KBtoayStl 2 NWBaMon 

4 21 lONGOFTHEBURRQi (856)1**SSm«i7T12_flGuret 

5 34161- PU REVALUE (243) (D) U W EasWtiy B Tl 2 — Altaguire 

6 7005- EXECUTIVE DEBX3N<F18Z) lira URwetoy 5 11 l.PMwai 

7 2im/ WBIWOTDOiJTHNK (F152Q Mb M Retool H B 11 

Mtoxah 

6 PI- RALEAGH NATIVE (201) C ftOCk* 4 B 5 GBraitey 

-Odedtnd- 

BETTlNB: MDum»,4-1 Pureyata*,5-1 Encuftw Datego, 11-* FitoTIn 
Powa« M Rteaagh Mfive, 1«-1 WriroWototak*. 20-1 King 01 The Btv- 
rea 66-1 CtomociM Lw*y 


3.15 


CARADON IDEAL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4,000 added 3m If 

P364U DARK OAK (1^ (CO) J Cute tl 11 DByme 

P5PZD- HAUGHTY FUTURE (220) (D) JJONciBtl 12.. 


.RHcGtethp) 


|2.45 


AIR PRODUCTS JUVENILE NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 3YO 
2m If 110yds 


MM Nacktay{7) 


nC7tALRESULT (F1S) M W Eaaiaifay 4 B 12 

N1 




1 5333-5 

2 B5-3 

3 01-26 

4 42S21- 

g 41-123 

6 7M20- 

7 32BW 

8 B3D0- 

g 00P23- 

B 4309 


CARADON MIRA CONDmONAL JOCK- 
EYS’ HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£ 3,000 added 2m If 110 yds 

W»KfBS(1«)(D)M&*ea^5tt0. ECriflhaoB 

SBMffli?S;Sri==sS 

S^SBSMSfcnriBS! 

HHiiwnM mm M MMeauxe B 12 .74. Lynn (5) V 

down TtCWP pag (pD) M Chapman 4 B B.»— G L ea 

TIP fT IN (F1B5 (CD) A Srrtoi 3 B B J4 Hanari(qi 

CBABBira PM3E (22fl U Mteghe 4 B4C IfcCWW^ 

yyHnEWraB(t06B)BMnayBBO. DJKMterfl 

-ior ‘ J 


SHARK pftQ K Mcrgm 4 B 12 
UNO SHERAZ (8) NTMdar5BG 


.RUaarayP) 

...RGoBtoB 


SPA LANE (FSlS) MBbtw4 B12 RttanlOOW 

DAWSG«.(Fl35)JH^(nM4B7 Dltarter 

P0 DAllOHTHt M LAW (UO 4fc5CCarea4B7_J Lawntica 

P Jfli(NZ)pa)aBmoitoBw6B7 CMauda 

-19 declared - 

BEFRNG: 3-1 MwnoodB}, 7-2 tadtana Princam « As Kite Lto 6, M 
Royal Rawto, 10-1 Stark, 12-1 Uonta, 14-1 Lay ThaBtaraa, 20-1 riwt 

JACKSON BUILDING CENTRES NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,200 added 2m 41 

34P66 CLQNB0CHE LUCKY (B) J Wade 7 11 2. STkylor^B 

B20F DURAN0 (1^ T Eastetv 6 11 2 RGantty 


2.15 


356011 F»XALJSTE (FR) (51) MP|* 11 12. 


KMGDOMEW>S»R(21)WC^115— 
BO DANCSJ (B) K Hogg O V. 


3 11-40 THEWH0LEH0G(7)(D)(BF)KBatoyB11BN1 

4 343B- COOLE HBX (239) D Mchotoi 6 Tl 8 AMagota 

5 F1/P50 MR RJ0GE P3) M 9owaraby B h 2 — M H NaiBNon (5) 

6 3P540- MAJOHTY MAJOR (182) P Chaeabrau^i B B 10R Johnaai 

7 12360- DBSE MARSHALL (303) Jtthda 9 BB ASSmBi 

S Wl-U FQRT2HJDAAN (IE) ktaSSn*j7 B5 RGoaat 

9 iOP-P3 DOUBLE ACHEVEM9IT (19) MPipaT B0 CMauda 

-Bdadaratf- 

Maman wa^gtt 10a Tiua faodbap nwgtc Doobta Athfavaraanf 9a Mb. 
SETTING: 2-1 Code KM, 3-1 7J» Whole Hog. 4-1 NaupMy Hdnra 5-1 
Dak Oak, 12-1 Fort Zeddtan, 13-1 Doufala Atodevanwra, 20-1 Majority 
Main; Daiaa Manhafl, 39-1 Mr Rtoga 


CANADIAN FANTASY (F97) MsVWtad Ot 


-M Fewer 


R Tbofrton (3) 

DULAS BAY (29) U W Eaatety B ^ JiVffiamon 

HPBUAL OR METRIC (B)JJONb 4BB -Ji UoGrtehp) 
KAYKAMfSq JLHBrrfeCtt ASSaUi 


3.45 


NBiONIAN (Pi 46) J Howard Johmon B 12 
90 N0RTHSW FLASH (B)J Haynes B 12 — 
0 REXV RJ&HT p9) A Sntoi B B . 


ADtotiki 


M Homcta(7) 


RUSSWN ASPHTT (B U W Easterhy B B —P MWghy p) 
SAD HAD BAD (USA) (PW) Mb M Ratasy B B-P Wwi 
WMTEGA7ES SON (R2) B Eteon B 12 


JUKSOC JNE (q M Hamrand B 7. 
LDCHHURN LADY 0 Q K Hagg B7 ^ 
- 15 declared - 


.11 H Nmghton 
-J Gantry 


GRUNDSOS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 5f 110yds 

0311- mAR SMOOTHSt (227)(C} J RtzGerald 5 12 OF Laaby 

3645 JACKSON MRK (13) T &rity 4 Tl 9 RGanflfy 

62234 BOURDCNMH) (U) U Hamfnond 5 11 4 I* J Dmtaa (7) 

050B- SLKPYRWEHCM^ JJONH96114 RllcGlWhp) 

1F035- DOUBLE AGerT(WQJHowanf Jbteon 4 n 4 A Dototei 

2tt22 TWE FLAGS (7) (CD) l*aS9rihB113 R Quest 

2DG3-1 TOBY BROWN (6^) D NdxAm 4 11 1 

2D4F6 PRUSSIA m(BF)WO0y BY) 9.. 


5P-135 JU8RAH (USAJ (2Q J Dodda 11 B6 

31424 P0NTEVB)RA(19)(D) KMtagan4B6. 
500B- R0THAFd(229) BTtthw45B4. 


JJJchraooV 

GBadtay 

ASSmth 

8 Supple 

_ J> Marta (5) V 
—JlamnaV 


BETTING: 64 Dutaa Bay: 7-2 FataOtoa, 7-1 Natxdaa, 9-1 Sad Mad Bad, 
10-1 nngdnra EtopaTtx,JtaabaK tore, 14-1 Canadian Fantasy. IB atare 


3WP3 NOCATCHBI fW) KMaganBB2 

6/216 TO- ETHOH (24) Mta) , C Cax te B B 1 

BEmNG 3-1 Toby &een, 11-2 Ftai Flag*, B-1 Pha&ixxdtMiB-l Bour- 
domar, 10-1 Jsckaon Ftart. SMpy ISret. Jtex*^ 12-1 othare 


HMOFIEL DCAW) 


12.50 


HYPERION 

in 20 Ivor’s Deed 12-50 Master Bevelled 1^0 
MiSump 1 JSO Just Another Time 2J25 Raise 
S I rmSh a«eet Supposln 3-25 Rubamma 
3J55 Comiche Quest - 


• C0l ^l^ratotareri^ CAR WWK: CAB E3: leat free 
S^IJSSSSw^^GLMoore - 70 Wfrawra ten 538 mraar* 

• I “ Johnaton^ SA3UI D93%V R^ Han- 

I lfSOl (SjSea^v o t S.8reSdd«| t n P 

. fBOBO 

5 SSSffiBe®«SSSSK 


BOOKER FOODSERVICE HANDICAP 

(CLASS E) (DIV I) £3£25 added 1m 2f 

025553 MASTSiBevaH)m(C9 P£»ra7BBAMeCar1iiy p)6 
361200 RiSHTY HO (46) (D ) F Wtaiyn 3 9 B-.-T-TB prata 3 V 
004230 OJRzaNSTOffir<W)DSn«rfft3Ba — —SDrawwf 
000000 «WHAWCfflGLIta»4 94.-..-Xtai*l^raV 
6000* NEWBR6MEB0Y»MUaB(hBr4Btt_.Pfe 5 talW2 

06004 BHSKApq RAtabu«389. -- ^WRya iB 

00(600 HAYDN JAMES (US/UM PHane3B7 — A Cuban 4 B 
00250- ROWLANDSONS CHARM £B5) (C) Mas B SaKtan4EI5- 

g 056020 UAGAZNE GAP(^^iOT^4T4AreBPdxi en d»re 11 
B 03090 9MFMNC«pnjra)Hftotar4 7 
■a 096*0 MBKWHBGHre(21>KBurt®87B 

MUnun wb&*: 7M HKl Tha to 

BETTMG: T6 Hatea Banted, 5-1 

1 Brtaka. Rontaabona Chann. M «B«y Ha, Haydn an^ luonwa 

I 20] ARUN RAT,NG Related maiden 

1 

2 

3 

4 

a 
6 
7 
B 
9 
B 
n 
B 


00 IMVLAN(18)DHydBB& 
5B OK BABE QB JAnfuri 


-AMcGkaaS 


86.. 


00006 TWIMacSS(7)QBraMry84 PDoe(J)7B 

5000 DONEGAL SEAN (139 NCateUenB3 SDrerewlI 

BOOOO EAST fflANC (19) (Q S C Hflana 6 1 — Malta Deya 1 B 

0400 JONATHANS GH. (43) JBrbgxBO PFtaaay(S)8 

05054 PMUP(4l)CDNya60 J Outer? 8 

00400 ABSTONE PET GHL (7) PB«b 7B-^A McCarthy (7)9 
630000 MUJA*S MAGIC (36) K bory 7 C NAdera# 


Mntaun migne Id lOto Tna/anday) waUks: Cofcw CDunaedbr 7W 7t 
ijOnU i toaar flotoyTwah. 

BETTW& 11-4 aiaatelwMlniv 5-1 A M can ttan l, 6-1 RataMb.7-1 S— I 
Sayioteii.9.1 P to lwwrfar . Cnlw g Couraa B a; 1M 1taaaM»T2-1 othare 


00 MBS LADY LYDIA (103) J 
-14 ‘ 


7B„ 


_F Norton 2 


STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 6f 

000800 DUHABLE GEORGE (JltQ JBHdger390 JCWnnl 

pkctcti UX 5 E PBTTLAD(7) JBrdgar5 90 F Norton 2 

005 flMH 1A JAWEBSL Mortem HM 389 -Jana OTtea 3 

005440 BUIE LAMP (ISA) (63) mJbt« 3BT1 RCaebana4 

rwnwnn CttETSLAtWfKO) JSMotw58r POewy (7)12 

50-060 JU»6En83)TUb3B1}__, U»»H«*ai(7)9 

i w "i KXiBNALAEV(7)JRa3Bff.^_ SfkoamU 

300640 OWtONOlAGAW P-i NTrt4ar5BT1 — CLtartha (9)5 

ms- SHAHAZAIIAIAZ frOB) K hery 3 B H MattaD^a7 

00000- SHARP MOVE (M9jB^ara5BH- La aaUtofl B 

” ■' .RPBbato6 


BETTING: 7-2 Jutt Ancttar Una, 94 Ptaup. B-1 Ok Bata, Fate Franc; T- 
1 Aigabra. Donagte Saan, B-i lagrt lat, 16-1 (town 
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RU GBY l eague 

Hunte looks 
to leave 
St Helens 


Alan Hunte is preparing for the 
d erirtms British Gas Tfest 
with Australia cm Sunday against 

the background of a possible 
move from the chib at which he 
has spent virtually all his pro- 
fesaonal career. 

Hunte has put in a second 
transfer request in two months 
to St Helens and has said thaL 
nnlp« things change at the dub. 
be wants to leave. 

Newly-promoted Hull have 
already shown interest in the 
wing or centre, as they have in 
his St Helens team-mates Steve 
Prescott and Simon Booth, and 
Hunte said that he would not be 
averse to the move despite his 
eight and a half years at 
Knowsley Road. 

“TTiere is a situation involv- 
ing the running of the dub 
which I am not prepared to be 
specific about, but which does 
not involve the coaching staff or 
the players," he said. 

“The dub and I need to sit 
down with each other and talk 
about it, because unless it is re- 
solved I think I would be hap- 
pier playing somewhere else.” 

Nothing is likely to happen 
until after Sunday’s Tfest, but 
Hunte is adamant that the un- 
certainty over his future will not 
affect his concentration on the 
job in hand. 

“It's not going to take my 
min d off the match,” he said. 
“Spending half an hour talking 
about this is just like watching an 
episode of Coronation Street to 
me. As soon as I get out on the 
pitch again, I'll just put it com- 
pletely out of my mind.” Hunte 
did not train with the rest of the 
Great Britain squad at South 
Leeds Stadium yesterday be- 
cause of a twinge in his bade, but 

he is in no doubt for Sunday. 

His coach, Andy Goodway, 
was contemplating one possible 
tactical switch before naming his 
side today, the option of moving 
Chris Joynt up to prop and 
bringing in Simon Haughton. 

Australia took a day off yes- 
terday. Their only worry is a 
stomach bug that was affecting 
Bradley Clyde. Ryan Girdler 
and Brett Mullins. All three are 
expected to be healthy in time 
to play at ED and Road 

Jackie Sheldon has been ap- 
pointed as the first national de- 
velopment officer for women's 
rugby league. 

- Dove Hadfidd 


CRiCiCHT 


Concern over 
contracts 


The Professional Cricketers' 
Association plans talks with the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board in an attempt to resolve 
discrepancies in the present 
contract system, following Chris 
Adams’ registration campaign. 

Adams successfully appealed 
to the Registration Standing 
Committee on Tuesday to en- 
able him to be downgraded 
from a List One player to List 
"Rvo, which allows him complete 
freedom of movement 

But the controversy over the 
Adams case has highlighted the 
need for the players’ union and 
cricket’s hierarchy to discuss 
the contract regulations, after 
fears a Bosnian -style challenge 
could have been mounted 
Having been released by 
Derbyshire, Adams and his 
agent Jonathan Barnett had 
threatened to challenge the sys- 
tem, had his appeal been re- 
jected - an action which could 
have thrown cricket into tuimoiL 
Adams argued that if his reg- 
istration bad remained un- 
changed, his choice of future 
county would have been re- 
stricted with the regulations 
stating that only two List One 
players can be signed by a 
county in a five-year period - 
a rule designed to protect the 
wealthier counties recruiting 
the best players. 

Adams now has 14 days to 
negotiate with other counties, 
although he is unable to sign a 
new contract in that period af- 
ter the Committee ordered a 
fortnight’s “cooling off” period 
But while Adams celebrat- 
ed, Yorkshire’s Alex Morris 
was denied an identical re- 
quest to be downgraded after 
a lack of first-team opportuni- 
ties. However, Leicestershire’s 
Adrian Pierson was allowed a 
move to List Two status. 
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Soccer in North America remains more of a recreation than public entertainment 



KEN 

JONES 


At intervals over the past 30 
years there has been cause to 
reflect on attempts to establish 
football (called soccer) as a 
major spectator sport in our 
former transatlantic colonies. 

As some of you will prob- 
ably recall, the breakthrough 
was thought to have been 
achieved in 1994 when capac- 
ity crowds turned out for the 
Wbrid Cup finals and advances 
were made on American 
television. 

Some younger colleagues, 
and even one or two who 
should have known better, 
were convinced that this sud- 
den explosion of interest would 
prove permanent, but long 
experience suggested that the 


Wright warned 
not to keep 
up appearances 


Drink, drugs — charity 
work? Arsenal have had 
many off-th e-field 
worries in recent years, 
but the England coach 
Glenn Hoddfe identified 
a new one yesterday 
when he expressed 
concern about 
Ian Wright’s lifestyle. 

Guy Hodgson reports. 

For once the problem is body 
damaging only in terms of jad- 
edness. When Ian Wright be- 
came Arsenal’s all-time leading 
scorer two months ago, he said 
a load had been lifted off his 
back. Watch the goals flow, he 
said Instead, the England strik- 
er has almost come to a halt. 

Yesterday Glenn Hoddle, 
England's coach, put his finger 
on his striker’s lapse in form: 
too much, on the periphereiy of 
his life. Wright has been de- 
voting himself to so many off- 
the-field activities that he has 
lost his spark. 

“It’s not only commercial 
things,” Hoddle, who is pepar- 
ing for Saturday's friendly 
against Cameroon, said. “He 
does a lot forebarities and stuff 
He’s got to concentrate on 
football. There’s a few players 
who, if they are injury-free, 
they are cast-iron certainties to 
be in the World Cup squad and 
he knows he isn't. He has a lot 
of work to do." 

It was not a warning Grom 
Hoddle - indeed, he praised 
Wright for bringing the prob- 
lem to his attention - more a 
realistic assessment. In the ab- 
sence of Alan Shearer, Ian 
Wright is probably the best 
gpalscorer England have and he 
wants him in prime condition 
when the squad of 22 reaches 
France in seven months' time. 

Yet since Wright surpassed 
CM Bastin’s mark with a flour- 
ish against Bolton on 13 Sep- 
tember he has scored only three 
goals in 10 matches. “That 
record was a bit of a barrier,’’ 
Hoddle said, "and maybe he 
needs to imagine there’s another 
record to beaL” 

Hoddle was urging rest in the 
light of Wight’s performance in 
Italy sis weeks ago which took 
Engand to the World Cup finals 
and, if he had scored instead of 
hitting a post, would have been 
word-perfect dose to the coach's 
instructions. “He did magnifi- 
cently for us in Rome, he real- 
ly did," Hoddle said. “I asked 
him to do a specific job and he 
did it almost to the T 

“1 told him: ‘You’re not go- 
ing to get many chances today 
but if you can be up there and 
battle it will help us/ The 
amount of fouls that be drew was 
to our adavantage and frustrat- 


ed them. I was very pleased with 
his performance. 

“Since then he knows his 
standard has dropped a little. He 
knows (hat, he’s die first to ad- 
mit iL He was on the phone af- 
ter Arsenal played Aston Villa 
last month to discuss it with John 
Gorman [Hoddle's assistant]. 
He’s putting in too many ap- 
pearances here and there and he 
needs to cut them down. He’s 
aware of it, he’s doing something 
about iL You can get away with 
it at 23 but not when you’re 32.” 

Wright wrote in Arsenal’s 
programme on Sunday that a 
goal would solve all his prob- 
lems. “I've heard comments 
that I’m not the same player 
since I got the record," he 
said, “but I've been through 
such dry periods before in my 
years as a striker with Crystal 
Palace and Arsenal before and 
got through them. . . When the 
ball isn't going for me I don't 
become negative ” 

Hoddle concuredb “It’s not a 
question of complacency. A lot 
of tiling have happened to lan, 
mostly positive some negative, 
but he has to recharge himself. 
A goal wall do it We all know 
that if he sticks one into the back 
of the net the big snDe will come 
bade." 

Wright aggravated an ankle 
injury in training on Tuesday 
which is expected to heal by Sat- 
urday, but if it does not then 
Blackburn 5 Chris Sutton will be 
straining at the leash to be the 
replacement. He was called 
into the national squad for the 
first time this week, an em- 
bodiment of the improvements 
at bis dub since Roy Hodgson 
became manager last summer. 

Last season, albeit in an in- 
jury-ravaged period, he man- 
aged 11 league goals while this 
term he has managed the same 
number in all competitions al- 
ready. He credits Hodgson for 
rebuilding confidence and for 
changing the practice schedule. 
“TVe never trained so hard in my 
life as I have in the last four 
months," Sutton said “We don't 
have a day off in the week and 
that’s good mentally for us. We 
realised after last season, when 
we were dose to relegation, that 
the only way we can be suc- 
cessful is to work hard and get 
the right structure to the team. 

"We seem to have more 
strings to our bow these days. Ws 
can be direct but we can also 
vaty it like we did against Ever- 
ton on Saturday. Wte weren't just 
pumping balls forward we 
played it a lot more through mid- 
field. It's what Roy Hodgson 
wants, to have options.” 

So does Hoddle. “Chris has 
nothing to prove to me,” the 
England coach said “He’s done 
that already. He’s been im- 
pressive in training, he's got the 
right attitude.” 


Windass ‘sent off three times’ 


The Aberdeen striker Dean 
Windass will be out of action 
until Christinas after receiving 
a massive 22 penalty points at 
Dundee United on Sunday. 

Referee Stuart Dougal’s 
match report reveals Windass 
was effectively sent off three 
times in toe opening half of the 
Dons* 5-0 Scottish League Pre- 
mier Division defeat. 

The Scottish Football As- 
sociation has ruled that Windass 
must serve a six-match ban, 
which expires on 27 December, 
to add to a dub fine of two 


weeks’ wages. Windass was ini- 
tially dismissed for two book- 
able offences, but his initial 
dissent at Dougal earned a 
further red-card equivalent 

To compound matters Wm~ 
dass ripped up the corner flag 
and threw it on to toe ground 
on his way to the tunnel, se- 
curing another eight points. 

The Dons’ caretaker man- 
ager, Keith Burkinshaw, said 
yesterday: “It is imperative that 
players leant not to lose their 
discipline, as Dean has found 
to his cost.” 


difficulties involved would 
again prove insurmountable. 

Despite the comparative 
success of Major League Soc- 
cer - average attendances of 
14,000 (the recent champion- 
ship game between DC Unit- 
ed of Washington and 
Colorado Rapids was watched 
by 57,000) - mid the fresh im- 
petus supplied by the USAs 
qualification last weekend for 
France ’98, nothing much has 
happened to alter a condusiQn 
I first reached 30 yeans ago. 

In 2967, shortly after taking 
up a consultancy with Toron- 
to Falcons of the original 
North American Soccer 
League, I was required to sup- 
ply its tough Canadian owner. 


Joe Peters, with a prognosis. 

Before one of our games a 
falcon perched on the half-way 
line for publicity purposes, 
broke loose and disappeared 

in roughly the direction of 
"Vancouver. This amused Dan- 
ny Blanchflower, who had 
been hired as a soccer analyst 

by CBS. 'That just about sums 

up the game over here," 
Blanchflower chuckled. My 
advice to Peters was that he 
should take Danny seriously. 

Considerable progress has 
been made since those daft 
days but soccer on foe North 
American continent remains 
much more, of a recreation 
than public enter tainm ent 
Many mill ions of both genders- 


play the game but their inter- 
est is not lasting. 

Even allowing for a fall off 
in baseball’s popularity, foot- 
ball can only command a 
small piece of action and is 
overwhelmed by the gridiron 
version and basketball. 

In San Diego this week I 
Came across a tale -that em- 
phaases foe problems faced by 
those who sermonise on the 
fact that soccer is less danger- 
ous to play and can accom- 
modate all shapes and sires. 

It is about Shane Walton, 
who had no passion for the grid- 
iron game and was considering 
a soccer scholarship. “Playing 
football {gridiron] never 
crossed my mind,” he said. 


“When I came out as a fresh- 
man, Fd never even 'played 
football, except in toe street or 
in the park. It was-a whole dif- 
ferent world. I was in good 
shape because of soccer but I 
wasn’t used to having everything 
happen so fast and all those 
people coming after you." 

-Whlton mu used to being 
told that football is a game for 
girls, otherwise there would not 
be so many girls playing iL “I 
' love soccer,” he said, “but I 
coukttrt be sure where it would 
' take me." Another thing was 
that Melton had an instinct for 
the big hit “Nobody can teach 
you that/ he added. “You 
either want to or you don’L” 

: •" Offera of soccer sdxAarships 


reached Walton from such 

schools as Notre Dame, Otoo 

State and UNG-Chariottebu 

now he is lost to the game. BUJ 

Lefcsold.anasssMtfimttoU 
coach at BHtopsSdmolmSan 

Diego, was delighted whea 
Chiton, a wide receiver aver- 
aging 19.6 yards per catch and 
Sod in the county with eight 
touchdowns, switched. “The 
kid's an outstanding prospect 
with a big future,” he said. 

AU Wilton’s trophies so 
fay are for soccer. “I grew up 
playing the game," he 
“but toe great stare you seeon 
television are so far away. 

Walton's ambition sudden- 
ly was to prove wrong all the 
iz» rfw^ndt^red him too 
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Odd bird: John Burridge, who made his league debut in the 1968-69 season, is hoping to ruffle a few feathers when he leads Blyth Spartans against 
his old dub in the FA Cup first round on Saturday Photograph: Victoria Matfoers 

Budgie recapturing Blyth spirit 


John Burridge forged his 
reputation as a first-class 
goalkeeper with 
Blackpool 26 years ago. 
On Saturday, at the age 
of 45, he will be back 
between the posts at 
Bloomfield Road. 


John Burridge has always been 
known to his friends and col- 
leagues as Budgie. He has long 
been regarded as something of 
an odd bird, too. Even when he 
first ventured into the top 
flight, as a 19-year-old fledgling, 
toe Cumbrian custodian stood 
out from toe conventional foot- 
ball crowd. 

“I was a young kid from toe 
wilds of Workington,” he said, 
recalling "his debut day in foe old 
First Division. “I only had one 
set of dothes - a turquoise half- 
mast suit - and toe lads really 
took the piss out of me. 

“I just hid at toe back of toe 
team bus. When we got to 
Goodison Paris I was too em- 
barrassed to warm-up with the 
rest of the team.” 

The season was 1970-71. 
Everton were the reigning 
champions, with a team fea- 
turing Brian Labone, Howard 
Kendall and Joe Royie. 


The teenage Burridge, 
though, stood out In a Black- 
pool team captained by Jimmy 
Armfield. On Saturday, 26 
years after his clean-sheet de- 
but, he will be standing be- 
tween Blackpool and a place in 
toe second round of the FA 
Cup. 

Three weeks short of his 
46th birthday, Burridge is still 
keeping goal, and still keeping 
clean sheets. As keeper-man- 
ager of Blyth Spartans, he re- 
turns to Bloomfield Road for 
a tangerine dream of a first- 
round tie. 

“It's like going home," Bur- 
ridge said. “I spent five years at 
Blackpool. I did my growing up 
there. I met my wife there and 
I played in a great team under 
Bob Stokoe. There was Jimmy 
Armfield, Tommy Hutchison, 
Tony Green, Alan Suddick, 
Giyn Jones. 

“At the end of that first sea- 
son, 1970-71. we beat Bologna 
2-1 to win the Anglo-ltalian 
Cup. I’ve not been back there 
to play since I left in 1975." 

It was before his Blackpool 
days that Burridge began his 
Football League career. He 
was only 17 when he kept goal 
for Workington against New- 
port COunty towards toe end of 
the 1968-69 season. 

In the 28 years ance then he 


FA CUP 

COUNTDOWN 



BY SIMON 
TURNBULL 

has clocked up 799 appearances 
in toe English and Scottish 
Leagues and stood between foe 
posts for 23 dubs. Just two years 
ago, in April 1995, he was 
keeping a dean sheet in tbe Pre- 
miership as a 43-year-old stand- 
in for Manchester City against 
Newcastle. 

Only now is Budgie prepar- 
ing to forsake his goalkeeping 
perch. Working on both sides 
of the fence for a dub m the 
lower reaches of the UrnBond 
League has become too great 
a burden. 

“I could still play in the Pre- 
mier League,” he said. T coach 
at Leeds three days a week and 
when Nigel Martyn’s away on 
international duty I get roped 


in for the first-team five-a- 
sides. 

“I know I could still handle 
it at tbe top but I want to make 
a success of being a manager. 
Reluctantly, Tm coming away 
from the playing side because 
it’s killing me to do both jobs. 
It just can’t be done.” 

One of football’s received 
wisdoms is that successful man- 
agement cannot be done by 
even single-minded former 
members of the goalkeeping 
union. Burridge cites Dino 
Zell, Mike Wilker and Mervyn 
Day and points to his collection 
of coaching badges. FA Scot- 
tish FA and Uefa... he has foe 
full set 

At times it has seemed that 
Burridge has been a marble or 
two short of a full set, but he 
points to the method in the ap- 
parent madness of his old habits. 

He was ridiculed for fu- 
elling cm rice and beans, instead 
of the obligatory pre-match 
steak. He was pilloried for us- 
ing hypnosis tapes. And he 
was riiswiiss eri as a down when 
he started performing his ac- 
robatic warm-up and goal-cel- 
ebration routines. 

“I was classed as a nutter in 
the 1970s," Burridge said. “But 
everyone follows the diets now 
and the hypnosis has been ac- 
cepted as sports psychology. 


The somersaults I did are 
par for the course now too. I 
was just ahead of my time." 

On Saturday, toe people of 
Blyth will be hoping Burridge 
can take the once-raighty 
Spartans back in time: to re- 
capture the Blyth spirit which 
took the Northumberland club 
to within two minutes of the 
FA Cup quarter-finals 20 sea- 
sons ago. 

The Spartans of 1977-78 
were held to a draw in the fifth 
round by a contentious late Dix- 
ie McNeil goal at Wrexham. 
They lost the replay 2-1 at St 
James' Park, in front of 42,157. 

“We’ve got a great FA Cup 
tradition,” Burridge said, “just 
like Blackpool. We’ve got a 
good side, too, a very good side. 
We won’t be going to Blackpool 
just for a day ouL We’re going 
there to win, or to get some- 
thing out of the game. That’s for 
sure." 

You could see the conviction 
in Burridge's eyes. In fact, you 
could see the conviction around 
them, too. 

“Just an elbow at Runcorn.” 
he said explaining the match- 
ing pair of shiners in dismissive 
fashion. 

Dearly, it takes more than 
a little industrial wear and tear 
to ruffle toe goalkeeping feath- 
ers of toe veteran Budgie. 


Gould encouraged despite defeat in Brazil Wilkinson snubs Wednesday 


Brazil —3 

Wales 0 

Wales failed to find the target 
against Brazil but their manag- 
er, Bobby Gould praised bis in- 
experienced side’s display 
against the world champions m 
Tuesday’s friendly in Brasilia. 

“We had seven dear cut 
chances but they scored two 
world dass goals - you've got 
to be there to see how brilliant 
they are,” Gould insisted 

“What Fm trying to do is teB 
the players that they’ve got to 
look at what they saw today and 
say: That is what I want to be’.” 

The man he gave most cred- 


it to was the Nottingham For- 
est striker, Dean Saunders - 
who scored foe only goal of the 
gam e the last time these two 
sides met, in 1991 in Cardiff. 

“I thought Dean was truly, 
truly superb,” Gould said “He 
hadn’t played for four weeks 
but he gave a world-class per- 
formance and led by example.” 

Gould angled out the young 
Coventry striker, Simon Ha- 
worth, for his impressive show 
on his full international debut 
- he came dose to scoring a 
stunning opener within three 
minutes of the start. “He was 
colossal tonight,” Gould said 

Wes dominated in the 
opening minutes but they were 


hit by two first-half goals in 
quick, succession from Zinho 
(left-foot shot) and Rivaldo 
(30 yard free-Jdck) r and they let 
in a third goal five minutes af- 
ter foe interval when substitute 
Rodrigo (left-foot free-kick 
from 19 yards) struck. 
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Howard Wilkinson finally 
dropped out of the race for the 
manager's job at Sheffield 
Wednesday yesterday by pledg- 
ing himself to the Football As- 
sociation and the cream of 
England's future. 

Wilkinson is believed to 
have headed Wednesday's list 
following the sacking of David 
Pleat 10 days ago, but any re- 
turn to the dub he managed 
during the mid-1980s now ap- 
pears to have been scuppered. 

With the FA’S technical di- 
rector just 10 months into his 
four-year contract, the Associ- 
ation spelled out its determi- 
nation to hold him to foe full 
term at toe weekend. 


David Davies, toe FA di- 
rector of public affairs, re- 
vealed there could have been 
legal reprisals if Wednesday had 
tried to “poach” Wilkinson. 

Wilkinson, who is keen to 
see his charter for toe future of 
En g lish youth football put into 
action, said: *Tve got a contract 
With the FA. I am manager of 

toe England Under-18 group 
and we have a game on Friday. 

“The charter has gone 
through the FA and been ac- 
cepted by toe FA. Tm as com- 
mitted to getting that charter 
organised as I was when I start- 
ed. I was committed then, I'm 
committed now. What more can 
Isay?” 


® r This a dream I i 

5KK* co^ happea 

“SSCJKS 

KSSW®* 

our tongues a little biL 

Where Wilton onceJE&g" 
ined playing in toe World Cup, 

out in the Super BowL It tells 

you everything- 


Palace pay 
£1 .7m for ■ 

Padovano 

The Italian striker Michele . r . . 
padovano yesterday signed for 
Crystal Palace for £1.71m- af- w 
ter being persuaded to join by . -/a 

his former Juventus team-mate, 

Aitilio Lombardo. % 

The Palace chairman, Ron . - J 

Noades, said the dub had re- "j* 

entiled the 31-year-old as a ' 
“short-term” investment to en- • 

sure their continued place in the 
Premiership, while they waited 
to find and develop a younger - . 

striker for toe future. ' - 

He was part of the Juventus 
side which won the Italian / 
championship in 1994-95 and 
the European Cup the follow-. ■ 
ing season, scoring more than - . ' ' 
50 goals for the Series giants. 

Arsenal’s French imema : 
bocal midfielder Patrick Vieira - m ■ > 
will be out for up to six weeks IJjr- 
witb damage to an internal lat- - 
era! knee ligament 

Fifa, football's world gov- ;v _ 
eraing body, said yesterday - 
the German football federation 
(DFB) cannot order a replay of 
a Bundesliga match between 
1860 Munidi and Karlsruhe be- 
cause of a refereeing error. The 
Fifa committee for legal mat- 
tere re-affirmed that all ded- 
sions taken by the referee 
affecting play in the course of . 
a game are final and cannot be ■ . 
overturned. 

The DFB bad already 
turned down an appeal by Karl- 
sruhe against its decision in Au- 
gust to order the replay after the 
two teams drew 2-2 in the Bun- 
desliga on 5 August 

1860 Munich had com- 
plained that Karlsruhe's 87th 
minute equaliser, from the 
South African-born Sean • ... 
Dundee, was scored after toe Iw 
referee Michael M albranc had * 

blown for a foul. 

A date has been set for the 
start of a court case to investi- 
gate whether the Premier 
League’s lucrative TV deal 
with BSkyB and the BBC 
should be scrapped. The hear- ‘ 
ings will not be held in foe Re- 
strictive Practices Court until 
January 1999. 

The Ukrainian interna- 
tional player Sergei Nag- 
ornyak has tested positive for 
traces of the masking agent. •• 

B roman tan. after his country’s 
World Cup play-off against 
Croatia. Nagomyak has been 
suspended from all football ac- ’ 
tivities. The ban will stay in 
place while his case is sub- 
mitted to the Organising Com- 
mittee of the World Cup. 

Houghton 
still a doubt 

Ray Houghton is struggling to 
be fit for the Republic of Ire- 
land's second leg World Cup 
play-off against Belgium on -• 
Saturday. The 35-year-old 

Reading midfielder again took • 

no part in training yesterday. 

The Tranmere striker David 
Kelly has a slight knee problem ‘ 
while foe Everton defender 
Teny Phelan is suffering from 
a slight calf Strain 

Belgium have lost two in- - 
jured men, foe midfielder Nico 
Van Kerckhoven and toe de- - 
fender Bart De Roover, w hile - . 
Mate WBmots i$ doubtfoL . ~ 

Saudi Arabia pined a 1-0 
win in Qatar yesterday to qual- 
ify for the World dip finals.- ' 

The Asian play-off on Sunday " 
m Malaysia will be between Iran' 

and Japan. The winners qual- ‘ 
ify, the losers play Australia for ■ 

toe last place at toe finals. 1' 
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RUGBY UN io m 


Macqueen’s 
eye on youth 
as he seeks 


great escape 


Wp° 


Two new coaches, two 
teams in transition, two 
iajor rugby union 

powers in need of a 
victory. England and 
Australia are big players 
on the world stage, yet 
both will be starting 
afresh at Twickenham 
on Saturday after recent 
shake-ups fuelled by 
failure and 
recrimination. 

Chris Hewett turns the 
spotlight away from an 
unfamiliar-looking red 
rose army and shines it 
on an equally unsettled 
Wallaby outfit. 


Clive Woodward has done his 
level best to establish rugby as 
a young man's game by send- 
ing five virgin soldiers into 
Saturday’s intriguing skirmish 
for the Cook Dip, but while the 
England coach bas broken new 
ground on the “yoof culture” 
front, the Australians are still 
masters of all they survey when 
it comes to cradle-snatching. 
Step forward Elton Flatley, a 
20-year-old outside-half from 
Queensland who spent his 
school years matching, if not 
overshadowing, the precocious 
.achievements of his great 
AdfeHaby forerunners, Mark ESa 
vbd Michael Lynagh. 

Flatley replaces the injured 


David Knox as one of three 
changes to a side depres&ingty 
beaten by Argentina last week- 
end. li will be his first Test and 
if he fulfils even a fraction of the 
promise he showed as one of the 
finest schoolboy players ever 
seen Down Under, the new na- 
tional coach. Rod Macqueen, 
will fall to his knees and whis- 
per a prayer of thanksgiving. 

WhDc Woodward could very 
definitely use an even break in 
his first international at the 
England helm, Macqueen is 
desperate for one. Hell hath no 
fury like a retired Wallaby with 
a verbal axe to grind and as 
soon as David Campese, 
among others, had digested 
the full implications of events 
in Buenos Aires, they let rip 
with a vengeance. The coach, 
appointed a mere 10 weeks ago, 
is already under the cosh and . 
should his side fail once more 
against deeply inexperienced 
opponents on Saturday, his 
current headache will turn into 
a full-blown migraine. 

In fact, Macqueen might 
easily be feeling more uncom- 
fortable still as he prepares to 
take on a Twickenham full- 
house for the first time, Flatley 
was tempted by a rugby league 
offer from one of the big- 
spending Sydney clubs worth a 
reputed 1.2 million Australian 
dollars (£600.0001 over three 
years and the TCdJaby arm- 
twisters had to work overtime 
to keep him on board. They had 
already lost three of their most 
treasured prospects - Ryan 



TENNIS 


Henman 
given a hard 
time by Weal 


Running the gauntlet: John Eales (far left) oversees the Wallaby pack as it prepares for Saturday’s Twickenham showdown Photograph: Peter jay 


Cross. Craig Wing and Joel 
Wilson - to the 13-man game 
and the loss of Flatley was too 
awful to contemplate. 

As it is, he will line up on 
Saturday opposite A lex King, 
who has all of 22 minutes’ 
worth of international experi- 
ence behind him. “We don’t 
know very much at all about the 
England side as a whole, 
although I’ve just been watch- 
ing some video footage of 
Alex.”, Flatley said yesterday. 
“The feeling in our parly is that 
they’ve tried to pick an attack- 
ing sde, one capable of running 
the ball. That doesn’t surprise 
. ine. We Australians have been 


pretty critical of English rugby 
down the years but I think the 
Premiership clubs are doing 
some exciting things now. They 
seem to be getting the hang of 
it.” 

Macqueen’s remaining per- 
sonnel changes are in the back 
five of the scrum, where John 
Langford, of Australian Capi- 
tal Ttrritory, replaces Warwick 
Waugh in the second row and 
Willie Ofahengaue, whose 
mega-hit performances during 
the Wallabies’ triumphant 1991 
World Cup campaign regis- 
tered 9.5 on the Lomu Scale, 
takes over from Troy Coker, the 
former Harlequin, at No 8. 


It was, however, a dear sign 
of Macqueen's indecision that 
he should have felt obliged to 
delay naming his side on no few- 
er than four occasions. The 
forward unit is giving him night- 
mares*, while the V&llabies have 
undoubted ability oat wide, 
their pack is but a pale shadow 
of the one driven along with 
such controlled power by Willie 
O and company between 1991 
and 1994. Only John Eales, 
the captain, fits into the world- 
dass bracket, although Richard 
Harry, the loose-head prop 
from New South Wales, has a 
thoroughbred look about him. 

“Argentina was a significant 


defeat, we're not at all happy 
with it and although I haven't 
heard the criticism aimed at us 
back home, you have to expect 
it when you lose the way we 
did,” Macqueen said. “This 
Test against England is all 
about focusing on our own 
game. Fd like it to be a decent 
spectacle - the matches in 
Argentina were not so good 
from that point erf view -but the 
important thing is to develop 
the style we’re looking for. 

“England? Well. I know 
they have five new caps. Am I 
surprised or worried about 
that? It depends how good 
those five players turn out to be. 


doesn't it? I actually met Clive 
Woodward for the first time in 
a lift in Buenos Aires a couple 
of weekends ago and we had a 
drink and a natter, but he 
didn't give much away. We'U 
know more about England at 
the end of this game but more 
crucially from our point of 
view, well know more about 
ourselves, too.” 

AUSTRALIA {v England, TMekanham. 
SatinRy, IS NoMmbar): S t iMuiu 


gnWCTj; R H*wy_(NswSoytri 


(Queensland). A Blade* (NSW). J 
)rd (ACT), J Estes (OuBendand. 


Uaigtonl (ACT). . 

captl O Flnagaa B RoUnson (both ACT), 
W Ownngaue (NSW). Replacements: M 
Hardy, S Reyna, A Heath (al NSW). M Cu- 
puto (ACT), II Oockbatn, D Wtexi (both 
Queensland). 


Nicol gets the nod to lead Scotland in absence of Wainwright 


r. «_ t 


Andy Nicol will lead Scotland 
against Australia at Murrayfield 
on Saturday week. The Bath 
scrum-half was yesterday hand- 
ed the captaincy in Rob Wain- 
wright's absence for the first in 
an autumn double-header 
against two of the leading 
southern hemisphere nations. 

South Africa also come to 
Edinburgh, on 6 December, 
and, despite leading out the 
Scotland tourists against some 
of that country’s provincial 
sides last summer, Nicol is rel- 
ishing the prospect of his first 


international in charge: “HuSe” 
been lucky enough* to play for 
the national side before and 
now I regard myself as very for- 
tunate in that I am realising a 
lifetime goal.” he said. 

The former Dundee HSFP 
dynamo would undoubtedly 
have won more than the eight 
caps he has managed since 
making his debut against Eng- 
land five years ago, but for a 
chronic run of injury prob- 
lems. However, after regaining 
his best form since his elevation 
at the Recreation Ground ear- 


nod oitotf ire' had beaten off 
fierce competition from Gary 
Armstrong and Bryan Red- 
path for the No 9 berth. 

“He was the clear-cut choice 
as captain once we had made 
that decision," confirmed the 
coach, Richie Dixon, who 
named four new caps for the 
Wallabies’ visit. 

Glasgow’s James Craig was 
rewarded for his try-scoring 
prowess in the district’s Euro- 
pean Cup campaign, although 
he will start on the right rather 


' than his favoured position on 
the left. *. 

. . Edinburgh’s Grant McK- 
elvey completes a remarkable 
recovery just four games into his 
comeback from a persistent 
back injury by claiming the 
booker’s spot ahead of Gordon 
Bulloch, who is on the bench. 

The other newcomers in 
the pack are the Kelso and 
Scottish Borders flanker Adam 
Roxburgh, ^ who has finally start- 
ed to fulfil his potential this 
year, and the 21-year-old Bed- 
ford lock. Scon Murray. 


The British Lion Gregor 
Townsend gets the chance to 
show off his mercurial talents 
from his favoured stand-off po- 
sition despite some erratic form 
for Northampton recently. 

The backs coach, David 
Johnstone, said: “Gregor 
showed in South Africa that he 
has the ability to be a g»d team 
man, and he is also a big game 
player. I am confident he will 
show his Lions form for us.” 

Tbwnsend w 01 have fellow 
tourists Alan Thit and Tony 
Stanger outride him in a strong 


centre partnership, with Ken- 
ny Logan and Rowen Shepherd 
completing an attack-minded 
back line. 

Scotland’s director of rugby 
Jim Telfer, who helped guide 
the Lions to their success, is op- 
timistic of a positwe start to the 
international season at home in 


SCOTLAND (v 


UurrayMd. 22 
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contrast to previous years. 

He said: “We should be bet- 
ter prepared than we have been 
in the past in that the players are 
performing in a higher level of 
rngby with the European Cup 
and the advent of the districts.” 


(totosl al ScaOand). T Stager (Haeick). Awi 
CNter ca^c) . K Logan (Wasps). Q Tbmm nd 
(Norltemxon), A Mcol (earn. Bmh): D 
taton (Bath), G McKahrey (WUsonaral M 
CW w t [Na ma mpayiiSCatnpb«<Pnxtee 
HSFP) S Umnqr (Bocwxd). A Roxburgh (Ke<- 
80 ) E Palm (Bath) I Smith (Mosteay) Re- 
ptocMuitK C Joyner (Leicester) C 
Chelnura (Mekom) G Armstrong [New- 
castle), A Read (Wasps). G Graham (New- 
casria) Q Bufioch (West of Scotland) 

MEW ZEALAND (y Ireland, Lanadovma 
Road, Dufafln, Saturday) C Ctfen (Man- 
jw«»on (Otago). F Bunco (North Her- 
bal) A faremla (MUfoon) G Osbomo (North 
HBrtws) A Mehitena fcwtotuy). J Harahafl 
(C«|ACarrirtuy)C Dowd (AuddandtN Ha- 
riri (SoutttendLO Brawn (Auddanri, I Jones 
(North HarboirL R Brooke (Au*tend) T 
RamM (Otago) A Btowocs.Z Brooke [both 
Aucttmd) Roams S MoLsod (WafcatoiJ 
PiMfon (WeBngtcnj, J KronMd (Otago) C 
macheknam (Auckland). M Allan (Mm- 
oanai) A OBwar (Otago) 


Tim Henman’s step from the 
world circuit back into domes- 
tic competition suffered a sur- 
prising stumble in bis opening 
match of the Guardian Direct 
British National Champi- 
onships at Telford yesterday. 

The defending champion 
dropped the second set and was 
within a point of going a break 
of serve down in the third set 
before coming through 6-4, 
5-7, 6-1 against his fanner dou- 
bles partner Nick Weal. 

Weal, ranked 14 in Britain 
and only 594 in the world, had 
an inspired spell at the end of 
the second set, in which he 
saved five match points on his 
serve and then broke Henman 
in the following game. 

The champion helped him 
with a double fault logo break 
point down and then deliv- 
ered a second serve which gave 

Weal the chance to make a win- 
ning backhand return. 

Mostly, however, Henman 
played reasonably well but 
found Weal in outstanding 
form with big first serves and 
heavy forehands. 

“Realty the focus should be 
on his performance 3nd how 
well he played," Henman said. 
“It's not the best 1 have played 
but I upped my level in the third 
set. It was a good match. 

“There is a gap in the rank- 
ings for everyone to sec. But 
there are signs there are guys 
pushing up the rankings to fill 
that gap,” Henman, the world 
No 17, added. 

Weal, 24, from Hampshire: 
“1 am a little disappointed. 1 had 
a sniff there and hit an off-bal- 
ance forehand. I'm not saying 
I would have won, but 1 would 
have been in the driving seat, 
if I had taken that.” 

The defending women’s 
champion, Julie Puffin. had an 
even bumpier ride. The fifth 
seed from Sussex fell away dis- 
appointingly in the second set 
of a 7-6, 6-2 loss to Lizzie Jells. 

Jeffs, who had been 5-4 
down in the final set to War- 
wickshire's Leyla Ogan late 
the night before, seemed to 
have been match-hardened by 
that crisis and earned herself a 
quarter-final with the third 
seed Loma Woodroffe. 

• Andre Agassi, now ranked a 
lowly 139 in the world, took a 
snail step in his quest to regain 
his world-class stature with a 6- 
2, 6-4 victory over Michael 
Tebbutt, of Australia, in the 
opening round of the USTA 
Men's Challenger tournament 
in Las Vegas on Tuesday night 


SAILING; WH1TBREAD_RQUN D THE WORLD RACE 


^Smith struggles to find form as Krantz pulls from the pack 


Rnil Gayard hauled EF Lan- 
guage from eighth to sixth place 
in the Whitbread. Race as the 
fleet ploughed through the Roar- 
ing Forties on the second leg 
from Cape Town to Fremantle. 

The leading trio of Swedish 
Match, Kvaerner and Toshiba 
have broken from the pack, 
with Swedish Match enjoying a 
225-mfle advantage. There is 
much to play for in the chasing 
group of five as 15 miles sepa- 


rated eighth-placed Lawrie 
Smith, in Silk Cut, and fourth 
placed Hans Bouscholte, in 
Brunei Sunergy. 

•frying both to control the 
yachts around them and still 
make headway has seen Smith 
fall between two stools but 
SQk Cut reports the boat is per- 
forming well, except for a col- 
lision, possibly with a whale, 
which scuffed the the rudder. 

“Our position is obviously 


not io our liking,” Smith said, 
“but I am confident we can 
make up the miles with some 
slightly more aggressive tactics.” 

Grant Dalton, an Merit Cup, 
said his crew were “very sub- 
dued, waiting, waiting-.”. Dal- 
ton will begin rationing since the 
leg will now take 17 days. “We 
only cany food for 16 “ 

On Swedish Match the 
mood was, unsurprisingly, more 
upbeat. Gunnar Krantz said: 


“Food is no problem. We have 
chocolate and lollies coming 
out of our ears. We are not go- 
ing to lose weight on this leg.” 


WHITBREAD ROUM3 THE WORLD RACE 
(second Rg,4£00 mites, Capa Town to 
RnmUs): Latest poa ffl on a: 1 Swedsh 
Match (Syw)G Krantz 3,738 mfaa to Enish; 
2tenmgsion feaemar (Nort K Froatad 225 
irtes MM leader 3 Toentoa (US) P Stand- 
bridge 301: 4 Brunei Sinargy (Nath) H 
Bouaehofca 388: 8 Mart Cup (Monaco) G 
Dalton 301; 6 & Language (Swa) 384; 7 
Chaaate Raring ftiS) MFtoeher 402; 8 98c 
cut (GB) L Srrtti 403; 9 Education (Swa) 

CGutou 453. 

- Stuart Alexander 


MOTOR RACING 


Schumacher’s stance as safety model comes under attack 


Michael Schumacher's in- 
volvement in a road safety 
campaign following his colli- 
sion with Jacques VHleneuve 
was yesterday criticised by the 
Royal Society for the Preven- 
tion of Accidents. 

The Ferrari driver was 
stripped of his second place in 
tbe 1997 world championship on 
Monday following the incident 
at the European Grand Prix. As 
an additional “punis hmen t” tbe 


Ferrari driver also agreed to 
appear in a road safety cam- 
paign with the FIA, the spoil’s 
governing body, and the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

But RoSPA questioned the 
use of Schumacher as a role 
model. Dave Rogers, safety 
officer for the society, said: “On 
the one hand he is going to be 
preaching road safety, and yet 
he admitted he dosed the door 
on VHleneuve. 


“We don’t want that kind of 
thing perpetuated. Had he not 
done what he has done it mi gh t 
have some impact among 
young drivers. But people are 
not fools, they will recognise 
what he bas done and we won- 
der about the appropriateness 
of this imagery.” 

However Schumacher re- 
ceived support from Britain’s 
two best known motoring or- 
ganisations. An RAC spokes- 


man said: “I think in many ways 
be is the perfect role model. He 
is admitting be has made a mis- 
take and if we could use other 
Formula One drivers in the 
same way it is something the 
RAC would support." 

An AA spokesman said: “I 
don't think there is any harm 
in using Schumacher as lo ng as 
they get across the prime ob- 
jective, which is to get from A 
to B safety." 
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International friendly 
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SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Rod WBxxn, wtio won a gold medai 
for the United States In the TIOm hw- 
dtes in I324sec the 1972 Munich 
Otympcs, was faaid dead In a rai car 
at the paper plant where he worked. 
The case of death was not known. 


Billiards 


RSEY NORTHERN OPEH (MkldmbrouBb) 

(Eno) W D Csuat 


Ouartarrinate: RCtapmar (Eng)MD( 
h^^^B 3(X R FeUnri (Aua) M G Satti 
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U H Bergtaecr (Smb) 
WABooaan (Don! 


r-ti ■&-T1 c- ii. 

n-WS4 «-tt: WQwong Hmnlltoiri KM 
ConataKa (Eng) 6-DMfl Ha ta*a * ap (pm 


&17 IS* I V teyaV 
l wjiuari 


j -Basai 


M T JohansaonJSweMB-i 

SS& s ,2SSiSiS 
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Bowls 

EUROPEAN INDOOR TEAM CHAMPI- 
ONSHIPUaraav) MEN: Rotate alamnrsln- 
gtaa: Enf^d (□ HefnuWWes (J QaendWe) 
5^0: latate (GMcCtoy) bt Jeraey (L Mron) 
Zi-TK&ranaeyfoPtacnURIaBMKSKBiTirv 
ricyJzi-eFbmMatefuECknBTtanp- 
son, R Banorsby, J Hosal M Jareay (A Eyviet, 
P La Long. I Hodgatfa, T Main) 20-18: 
Ojemaav IN MoOet fi Btehau. P hgrctGa. B 
SraortK bnte (Y Uabarihai M Sterwa C 88- 
berettla Y Balder) M-1L Engianri (M Mock, 
B Matey; U Kta G teSi Wate 

(G WMarr^D rating M Kart. UAratey) 21- 
21 WOMBC Route arc Mra: Er&m IU 
Jeddn arte N Sha*) H late (S Kar&arte A 
FU9tn) 34-M; Guernsey (K Ranouf and ASJ- 
mon) U Jaraay (C Syvrm and J Jonaa) 23-0; 
Ireland IM Mtew i arte M JofytUcn) bt 
WUes (A Sutftertend arte J Addandl 22 -R 
Triptefc Entfand (S Rteoran and B Mdatson 
arte D Hanan] R Jersey rK Homan arte & 


Sampdoria. whom he joined In the 
summer. 

The Leicester strfcBr Tony CoOBe has 
joined Frst Division BJnningham on 
loan for a month and is set to make 
Ms debut at Nottingham Forest on Sat- 
urday. 

The Mddtesfar o ugh and Republic of 
Ireland wfcuer Alan Moore has had a 
second caff operation to save his ca- 
reer. Moore, 22, wfB mtes most o# tha 


Pools dividends 

LJTTLEWOOOS: Thabta diaow 24p Ca 
E43ACWOS. 23 CRS8S 22 £8370 21 E2TO& 
HteMIne raaul 22pta £SM84a Four ibaaa: ■ 
CtzaX Mna hona a: C2045. Ftea auaya: 
tflfi 

ZEnmiMliaMaNUiSUMIKa 
Q03SS 22 cerssi E30S. FararfeauK fS3« 
ElgM (WRWK cam Paw nrays C 248 Q 
Hwi : C3475, Fair Bt* EOSl Lucky 
numbers 2fi SB 6 5 21 -& 
mUTBOs' TlaMa chMiea: 23pM 253380 22 
CTUU « CISS. Rior *r CE5B Am aq 
E334Q B&t boaws COaO 





; wanc#»naH-C| WtorteaBugaO^. 


Byvrte and Jliwwy) 23-i3; Vfclaa (L Evans 
ate W Moma and A Datong bt braai (K F« 


lit 

32902:3 


33S7S aoire a*3w (08 
M fcteert 32161: 4 C Wi- 


th (Den) 311 ST. S CM TU» <&»> 27HA8; 8 Ma 
Audta (Mari' 


and T Kamml and R Kiaman) 0-12; belarte 
' Bte ate D BaW arte T Notan) U Quamm 
Bagh arte J Ned* and C fri^atea) 2&-d 




) 23&3S 


Basketball 


The American busfoessman Greg 
Fiflerton has quit as owner of Wor- 


naenon ru> » wwira %n w 

g>nntfiflc8giftomotaenBai intmciai 

— x-T. . ii f i ill nm ml mlasate hu Ihfl 


ntei fo a statement released by the 

Budweiser Leapue ckfo yewdw It 

saW he had taken the decision be- 
pa iwB of pefsonal probteens In Amor- 
ice reqMrtig ris attention. With the 
approval of the League, Woritvng^ 
ownership is now txider Bob Vifood, 
who was FUBertorib co-owner, and 
Christian Hamiton. 


MMB8: VRicnnar id LAOrmr m 


Cricket 

Lancashire teunchad a campaign 
yestendaytocirtautfoBdrirtfcBnness 
which marred the Ashes Test a Old 
D-affnd lest season. Tha Rad Rose 
dub wi ban supporters from taking 
any afcohal Mo the ground apart from 
tne membership enclosures for the 
Test and one day htemaSonel match- 
es between England and South 
Africa next simmer. 

A focal Pakistani team, Abdul Qadear 
Khan X), were 14 fori vi reply to Vltest 
tetfes 1 fast Innings total of 464 at the 
close of the second day of a toupday 
match yesterday 


Southampton have Invited the Nor- 
wegian midfield player Bjorn Jo- 
hansen to The Odl foratwoweek trite 
before saalng his E40QQ00 transfer 
from Domai 

The Isthmian Footbal League hss 
agreed a new sponsorship deel with 
tie st a tionery and office suppters, Ry- 
mana 

RACARUNGPRI IWniMPRa ■rrangartBa- 
turaa: Stod 3 Dae west Hwn v CryteriMtee 
(from 3 Mory. Sun 1 8 JaiK Ewrten v Chebaa 
(from 17 Jbri- Mon 19 Jan: Soritercton v 
Mirictwt1arUM(*pniirJari. Sonl FtecAa- 
ton Via v NetucasSa (Rm ST Jte)L Sun 8 rtec 
Araarte v Chetran (row 7 Feb). Uon8 Fab: 
Crystal ftetace v Wnt fadan jiton 7 Feb). Sun 
22^ Rris NwcasUe v laedariwi 2T Fatf Sob 
1 Mac fctlBftBTnv Baton fam&Feb). Man 

2 Har:WMHBcnw Arsenal (bom 28 fori. Siai 
*Mar Omtaaa vASBn V8ajton TMmf. S» 
IS Apr Chabeav Sheffield Wedn aa day (*om 
IBAfit}- 


Snooker 


UVBIPOOL WCTORM UK CHAMPIONSttP 
— G) FM rwate: D Oata (Wa QbtA Btr- 
S &5; WTRvne 

(Bnffl M Ui "I 

B MC bt J %SkTtan 
MmE Htr&non (Sc op g- v. P ^ 

TTbarrti friTTuterategd 

giucn (EnoTo-S. M 


•• iramB icnoi nr ■■ > !■> ill 

Ms (End UJMhMa^diS. 
IKi OT 9-3; M Stowna 
Urnan (Ena) 8-3: S Sway (End 


Tennis 

ATP TOUR WORLD CHAWIONSHIP ftterv 

ADVAHtA CHAMPIONSHIPS WOMEN'S 
TOWNAMENT (VManovm P 
Rat round: A WbarKJuA R 1 

Seated Oth 


gjARDUN DIRECT BRTTtSH NATIONAL 
mtaitt P Saptead (Stfreri M P Hand (Bark- 

b x H 3?c wsSafftSSSri 

RS DBtaon (Ctegtea) Mfl-a Wonmrtmsin- 
Stemaaeond ran* SGnrih (Esaed U H Cnra 
SSS frgg^.i.pcarafffiaiw u J ward (Md- 


a«: L Wbprirana (Sum r KUwmaa 
Jatti (dxtotesraa) I 


SKSBSIfiS 

WmaJte tetelO grate) USA Skidd EDoreaQ 

fl3 * on > “ ® l * 3a ' I 80 "* 1 


Squash 

MBTS WORLD TEAM CHAMPI0NSHP3 
(Kuala Lunpuil Pool A: Bnoarte RGenimy 
sM) (S Part* R S Barn 8-0 9-3 M. D Harris 
R OKowateW 92 MM CVWarRF R»- 
d 93 9-7 te-O; Canada R PaMuan 24. Pool 
BiFMendR WUms-i (JRaurnanRAGoutei 
3-9 96 9-7 9-2, J Kyptanen MB 0 Bensfi- 
S 2-9 0-9 V astonen H G Daitee 9>i 5-0 9-7 
9-4; AuaaafaREmptSd Pool CcBoutiAteca 
B Sain 3-0; NaarTartuai RRwncaa-t Pod 


FIXTURES 


Football 


Graocs v England OjO) 

• (at OR stadium, kaxSttn, Crete) 


RMteaiBSaateMATInMltUIwi 
94 92. D Forakxte B 3 Carta 9*> 93 9- 


94 


Basketball 


Hockey 

Gfssgow Is to be foe verve for next 
years World Cities Merte Indoor 
championshp. The inaugural cham- 
ptonsrtp was staged them early this 
year and now the National Hockey 
Union has contented foat foe Kelvin 
Hal wH again be the venue on 10- 
tl January 


F JBiieon bt a Thornaan 9 2999 3^ 


immyrtn R Aigwana 3-a Pool B I 

Smanra M Pool ft hatand R Hong Kang 
SOTO Ryan R A Ptenem Khan 9-1 9294 S 
OtefeB R J loa 09 92 92 P Feaar R W MM 
Hwg 9-0XW1M* Pool H: Austria tt Brad 
3-a 


UNtOAUL TROPHY: kMbb (froMor Lon. 

g L^paitta v Pbubbr Shringham Bul- 


Icb hockey 


Sumo 

KWBHU GRAND TOURNBMPHTffteMolM, 


BOTOCIjeariiHDadayAvrScot. 


!SS ^Sff^SSSSXS^i 


Football 

The veteran Argentina coach Cesar 
Menart has laft tie ftslan Sole A cUj 


Ice hockey 

WC;CclBtBtti2DB8caO:PNad aMfa lOw 

0; tbrenro 6 CHcago a Pto»*r ' ” ** — 

2: us Angatoo fi maiw i 



Other sports 

^QNQ-jftMafa Ba Ra i mi e ta hittM a». 

n VWflara v N ftny (aadferdt 

raay Mortham Open (lAddtes- 

SWOKER: UK Chamrionahio (PrentenV 
TBWlfc NaHonBl Ctamptenstfos ffettotil). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


38 


The number of coaches 
sacked by Beta Zkri since 
he took over as president 
of Brazian dub Guarani h 
198a Zini, known as “The 
Exterminator of the Pre- 
ssjiT due to his habft ra- 
sl^ied on Monday but 
returned yesterday “until 
somebody who Is found 
who is capable of replac- 
iig me." He has employed 
five coaches this year - 
compared to eight in 199& 


W 


i 


IT 

\Y 

?7 
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MacLaurin regrets ignoring his instincts in battle for two divisions 


Lord MacLaurin has 
admitted he made a 
mistake in his failed 
attempt to create a 
two-division County 
Championship. 

it could all have been 
so different if the head 
of English cricket had 
not surrendered his 
wicket so easily, says 
Nick Duxbury. 


The linseed and leather 
brigade should have been 
straining at the leash this win- 
ter in anticipation of a new two 
division County Championship 
come the first rays of summer. 
Instead, what the players and 
the public will get is the same, 
tired, old format. 

Why? Because as Lord 
MacLaurin, the former big 
bird among the frozen turkeys 
at Tesco, said yesterday, he let 
the ostrich-like county chair- 
man have their way. 

It all began so welL 
MacLaurin, the chairman of 


the England and Wales Crick- 
et Board, was determined to 
turn English cricket into a 
more competitive force both 
domestically and internation- 
ally through two divisions. 

For that he had the support 
Of the players, sponsors, broad- 
casters and a public desperate 
to see cricket brought into the 
modem age complete with the 
prospect of cut and thrust pro- 
motion/relegation fights. 

But MacLaurin lost a vote 
at September's meeting of the 
First Class Fomm, who de- 
rided the Championship would 


remain unchanged, although 
they did adopt a two division 
one-day league. ' 

It now transpires that what 
MacLaurin should have done 
is padded up and gone in wav- 
ing a bat above his head. 
“Maybe in retrospect we didn’t 
go about it in the best possi- 
ble way, but you can always be 
wise after the event,” K^acLau- 
rin said on Radio Five Live 

“I did one fundamental 
thing wrong - when we pre- 
sented Rasing the Standard we 
produced the three-confer- 
ence style which the County 


chairmen didn’t like. All the re- 
search 1 did toki me that a two- 
division County Championship 
was the one that everybody 
wanted. The sponsors, die 
broadcasters and theplayersall 
wanted it, but 14 out of the 18 
County chairmen said they 
didn’t and wouldn’t have it un- 
der any circumstances. 

“We then produced the 
three-conference system and 
they didn’t like that either. If I 
had been true to my business 
instinct, which I should have 
been in retrospect, 1 would 
haveput the two-dmaop Coun- 


ty Championship in the origi- 
nal dnrtn’nenL We would have 

had the argument before ratber 

than later and who knows what 
foe outcome might have been?” 

MacLaurin, who as chair- 
man of Tfesco probably did 
not have to fight for his shop- 
ping trolley on a Friday night, 
will now redouble his efforts to 
the chairman see the 
light and abandon their own 
self interests. “In Tesco I didn’t 
have to persuade that many 
people realty — only the con- 
sensus of the board," he said.- 
“Cricket is different-" 


MacLaurin ’s main motiva- 
tion for championing wo di- 
visions is his concern about 

cricket's income. 

“With a two division 



thing yon can acu 
- the television companies are 
1 - - -3 umi hswi nromotiOU 



son. then I think their perfor - 
mance at is suff«^ 

a bit - the players tell me that. 

“I have to persuade the 
chairmen that their financial 

position is fully protected” 
Each county receives £lm a 
year from Lord’s and there is a 
“misconception” that counties 
. j lno> 


ana reiegaoun 

the local excitement,” he said. 

“Not a Jot of people watch 

county cricket, but it’s the. 
bedrock of produdngThst play- 
ers . If oar players aren’t play- 


m 


their pot of gold. 

“The counties are the cen- 
tre of excellence for our crick- 
et and our cricketing future,” 
said MacLaurin, as he began 
foe fightback from 1-0 down in 
the series. 




»■ 


Scottish breakaway 
descends into farce 


The proposed breakaway by top 
Scottish dubs was thrown into 
further chaos yesterday when an 
important ballot was dismissed 
as “pointless and meaningless” 
by foe breakaway sides. 

The Scottish Football 
League management commit- 
tee had voted in favour of re- 
questing foe institution of court 
proceedings on behalf of the 
League against the president 
and foe five elected represen- 
tatives of the Premier Division 
teams. The proposal was car- 
ried by six votes to five, but foe 
Premier Division sides claim 
that foe ballot was affected by 
foe non-attendance of Eric Ri- 
ley, because of a delay in flights 
from foe United States. 

The six want to overturn a 
decision at foe last committee 
meeting when the Premier 
League breakaway 10 got foe 
go-ahead to put tbeir wish to re- 
tire from the league to a special 
meeting of all clubs next Tues- 
day. 

But, even before that action 
is taken in foe courts. Premier 
representatives have called an- 
other meeting of foe manage- 


Gary Neville last night became 
foe latest participant in Sun- 
day's Arsenal v Manchester 
United match to puli out of 
Glenn Hoddle's England squad 
for the friendly international 
with Cameroon on Saturday. 
Neville has withdrawn with a 
hamstring injury. 

The Manchester United de- 
fender picked up the problem 
in foe Old Trafford side’s 3-2 
defeat at Highbury. The injury 
forded 22-year-old Neville to sit 
out Monday's first training ses- 
sion at the England squad's 
Bisham Abbey headquarters. 


ment committee next Tuesday 
to overturn what happened to- 
day. 

Lex Gold, spokesman for 
foe Premier teams, was swift to 
denounce foe vote. “Tbday’s 
vote is both pointless and 
meaningless. Having taken foe 
detailed advice of senior coun- 
sel we are extremely confident 
that this declarator will not be 
granted by any court as it, in ef- 
fect seeks to ask foe SFL to sue 
itself. This is beyond the pow- 
ers of the League Manage- 
ment Committee. 

“At today’s meeting, we 
tabled legal advice prior to foe 
vote being taken which showed 
that foe motion was incompe- 
tent This was done to allow the 
representatives from divisions 
one, two and three to pun bade 
from foe brink. 

“We are going to proceed on 
the time frame we were on and 
that decision will be shown to 
be incompetent so it will not 
be getting in foe way. 

“You cannot have dubs su- 
ing themselves, which is what 
they are looking for. And, tech- 
nically, it is not going to make 


Hoddle bad been hoping 
that Neville would recover in 
time to be available for foe 
Wembley encounter with foe 
West African side. But Neville 
was reluctantly packing his 
bags and heading back to Man- 
chester for treatment last night, 
alongside his Old Trafford 
team-mate Teddy Sheringham. 

Neville joins knee victim 
Sheringham, his United col- 
league Gary PaDister (back) and 
the Arsenal defender Tony 
Adams (ankle) in dropping out 
of the 25-man squad Hoddle 
named last Friday. 


any difference. Alongside that, - 
we are now starting to get dis- 
cussions with a range of chibs 
— although BQt necessarily in the 
formal representative phase 
we have been going through. 

“We are just saying we are 
wasting time with this proce- 
dural wrasglings. Be aware 
that it is going to happen.” 

The Celtic defender Alan 
Stubbs has not fractured foe 
bone around an eye socket, as 
was first feared. Stubbs was car- 
ried off just 15 minutes into Sat- 
urday’s Old Finn meeting with 
Rangers at Ibrox after an acci- 
dental mid-air collision with 
Marco Negri. 

Tfcsts were delayed until yes- 
terday to allow the swelling 
around the eye to settle down. 
The verdict will be a relief to 
Stubbs, who had feared being 
out for up to sixweefcs after the 

initial r eading of foe damage 
from the Celtic physiotherapist. 
Brian Scott 

Such was foe intense pain 
that Stubbs admitted he feared 
a break: However, despite foe 
positive medical report, Stubbs 
will not be in line for an im- 
mediate return as heavy bruis- 
ing remains around the eye. 

The main concern will be in 
heading the ball again, and 
foe former Bolton man is un- 
likely to have recovered by this 
time next week. 

That effectively rules him 
out of contention for this sea- 
son’s second Old Finn league 
game at Parkhead on 19 No- 
vember. A more realistic target 
is tlie Scottish Coca-Cola Cup 
final against Dundee United at 
Ibrox on 30 November. 

The Celtic general manag- 
er Jock Brown said: “1 am 
pleased to say foe specialist has 
confirmed Alan does not have 
a fracture- However, foe eye 
socket remains swollen and 
tender. The timescale for re- 
covery is uncertain, his condi- 
tion will be monitored daily. ” 


Gary Neville out of England 
squad for Cameroon match 
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ACROSS 19 

1 Grasped most of yokel’s 21 
language? (6) 

5 Caff? Bird's a peacock 23 

9 Show point in flex for 25 

convertible (10) 

instfoia- 


Barks from horses? (4) 5 
Reminded by^report ^ 


10 


26 

27 


moods ( 

11 Brother with colic 
turned green (8) 

12 See short tie in display 28 

13 \Vhafs the difference? ^ 

15 a bit on salad herb 
(8) .3 

18 French dessert, mainly 
(otherwise, a Greek 
dish) (8) 4 


that's filed (( 

Generous ^peach armies 
imbibed (o) _ 

Henry’s following suit- 
able course (4) 

Critical point, touchy^ 
one among staffs (1U1 
Tkne^wom, unorthodox 
creed, mine (8) 

Is endlessly severe 

about votary (6) 

DOWN 

Addition^ headache, 
losing Bishop (5) 
Bracelets, fake, about 
100 carried by a Ger- 
man (9) 

Deliberate fraud involv- 
ing hack (4,2) 


Such may be found in 
the ranks? (6,9) 
Preference for suit must 
t established (8) 
le has to look up 
name of the drink? (5) 

8 Confederate attach- 
ment (9) 

14 ‘Give one the needle 5 
could be in a due to 
this (9) 

16 Pushy, putting limits on 

"A 


17 Adepf s heard to im- 



ofl’s no good (5) 

24 Jog like a streaker with- 
out hint of garments (5) 



Tuesday night 


Rusedski suffers as 
makes all the right 


Greg RusedskPs 
adventure as Britain’s 
first representative 
among the world’s elite 
at the ATP Tour 
Championship began to 
fade after yesterday's 
round-robin defeat by 
Pete Sampras. 
fobn Roberts, in Hannover, 
explains why it was no 
time for the British No I 
to wake up with a 
twinge in his thigh. 

Shortly before serving for foe 
opening set against Greg Rused- 
ski yesterday, Pete Sampras lay 
flat on his courtside bench, 
awaiting medical attention. The 
problem was not match-threat- 
ening, merely a nosebleed, the 
consequence, perhaps, of being 
so high for so long. 

Rusedski, a newcomer to foe 
altitudes of the sport, was the 
player with real difficulties, 
both physical and psychological. 
A taut hamstring in the right 
thigh restricted Rusedski's 
movement, and his upward mo- 
bility was limited further by a 
vast improvement in Sampras’s 
performance on foe second day 
of foe ATP Tour Championship 

The brilliant American had 
defeated the Canadian-born 
Rusedski in their five previous 
m atc h es, s tarting with Ruscddcfs 

Wimbledon debut and continued 
the sequence, 6-4. 7-5, after 76 
minutes. 

Unfortunately for Rusedski, 
while he was experiencing 
twinges cf pain, his opponent was 
refreshed, having worked the 

staleness out of his game during 

his defeat on Tuesday by Spain’s 
Carios Moya. “It was a wake up 
call” Sampras said. 


“1 was kind of in a door-die 
situation today. Either I was go- 
ing to be making flight plans 
over the weekend, or I was not.” 

Rusedski is foe one likely to 
have foe airport on his mind. 
Having lost his opening match- 
es against Sampras and Aus- 
tralia's Pat Rafter, foe British 
No 1 is scheduled to complete 
his three round-robin matches 
in the Red Group against Moya 
tonight- Rusedski had request- 
ed a day off for further treat- 
ment, but the show goes on. 

Eight double-faults com- 
pounded Rusedski’s misery yes- 
terday. “1 just couldn’t push up. 
that was the problem," he said, 
indicating his right fooL “Tying 
to play against Sampras when 
you are not 100 peT cent fit is not 
foe easiest of tasks. I couldn’t go 
for certain balls. I was probably 
about a step or a step and a half 
late on certain balls that I nor- 
mally would get to.” 

As far as Sampras was con- 
cerned, Rusedski seemed to be 
serving “pretty hard" and mov- 
ing “fine”. “1 couldn't sense any 
hobbling out there,” he said. 
Then again, foe American was 
probably too busy sharpening 
up his own game, having ad- 
mitted that he ‘“felt a tittle 
flat” in the match against Moya. 

Having complained about 
the slowness of the concrete 
court and foe heaviness of foe 
balls after losing to Moya, Sam- 
pras found that the same con- 
ditions worked to his advantage 
when faced with Rusedski's at- 
tacking game. The Briton, in 
fact, was forced to defend most 
of the lime. 

His first double-fault creat- 
ed a break point for Sampras 
in foe opening game, the error 
being erased with a service 
winner. Sampras did not lose a 
point oq his first two service 
games and then broke for 3-2,- 


Sampras 

moves 


confidently passing Rusedski 
with a forehand. 

In foe following game, when 
Rusedski did make some head- 
way on Sampras's serve, foe 
American swept away a break 
point with an angled backhand 
volley. Rusedski subsequently 
saved three break points in a 
seventh game notable for three 
double-faults and two aces. 

Sampras's progress was in- 
terrupted for three minutes by 
a time-out for the treatment to 
his nose. “I happen to get a num- 
ber of bloody noses through foe 
year,” he said. “It was a bad one. 
Wouldn't stop for a while. But 
once its gone, it’s gone.” 

The trainer remained for the 
opening game of foe second set, 
sitting on Sampras’s chair tike 
a stray Davis Cup captain, but 
Rusedski was foe player who 
seemed in greater need of 
treatment, for frustration as 
much as physical stress. 

He threw his racket to foe 
court after missing a shot doom 
the line that would have given 
him a break point in the fourth 
game. Rusedski had a better op- 
portunity to create a break 
point at 30-30 in foe eighth 
game, but dumped a backhand 
approach into the net. 

His eighth double-fault set 
Sampras up for foe kill in the 
11th game,' the American con- 
verting foe opportunity with a 
forehand cross-court pass off a 
second serve. 

Rusedski's coach, Tbny 
Pickard, was for from disheart- 
ened with his new protfigfe’s per- 
formance. “It’s the first time he's 
made it here, and he lost to No 
1 and No3 in foe world, not 153 
or something,” he said. “I would 
say he was only 75 per cent fit 
today. \bu can't help what hap- 
pened. That's it in a nutshell.” 
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